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INDIAN MIGRATION TO NZ 

STATISTICS 1912-1933  



Indians Arriving & Departing NZ 1912 -1931

[Customs Department]



Indian Permanent Arrivals/Departures from New 

Zealand 1922 -1932 [NZ Year Book]

Year Arrivals

Intending 

permanent 

residence

Departures 

permanently 

leaving 

Permanent 

increase

1922 8 6 2

1923 32 - 32

1924 44 1 43

1925 56 3 69

1926 41 3 53

1927 41 5 38

1928 44 - 39

1929 50 7 50

1930 34 3 27

1931 16 5 13

1932 23 2 33
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Inwards Outwards

Intending permanent Permanent 

returning 

Visitors Total Permanent Temporary 

Resident

Total

Tourists Business Other Permanent Temporary

Jan 5 3 1 1 10 5 6 11

Feb 1 1 19 3 21

Mar 13 14 3 2 2 34 2 5 7

Apl 1 1 21 2 23

May 1 9 2 12 3 7 10

Jun 1 5 6

July 3 14 17 10 2 12

Aug 4 5 9 1 2 1 3

Sept 6 3 3 2 11 1 11 2 13

Oct 2 4 5 12 4 2 6

Nov 4 8 6 18 2 2

Dec 8 8 1 17 1 8 7 15



Re-entry Certificates & Departures for Indians 

1915-1931

[our compilation from Customs files]
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Index Books

to Re-entry

Certificates



Travel patterns: 1923 Examples



http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/etexts/WhiCrui/WhiCruiP011a.jpg



Certificated departures by Vessel for 1923

Ship Route Number Returning Average 

time away 

(Months)

Marama

(Union SS Line)

Ak- PI –SF 5 4 22.5

Manuka Wtgn– PI – Van 3 3 23

Niagra Ak – Suva 3 3 21

Navua Ak –PI 1 1 23

Ulimaroa

(Huddett Parker Line)

Ak – Syd – Melb 8 7 42



PICTURING MIGRANTS FROM 

THE RE-ENTRY 

CERTIFICATES



Lallubhai Khushal 1920



David Dudley: fruiterer of Ponsonby road 

Auckland, 1916



Rishi Ram & wife Maya Devi 



Som Prakash



Daji Manga Mrs Piyari Mewa



Mehar Singh



Armed Services Connections



Partap Singh, Polo, Bhagta, Te Awamutu, 1916



Puna Singh, 1916, Banta, 1918



CONCLUSION



• Official data sets – highlight small absolute numbers 

involved but mobile but expanding population in 1920s

• As 1920s unfold a stable number of re-entry certificates 

issued but more certificate holders return – sojourner era 

ending?

• Back to India – mainly via Fiji, 1-2 years

• Augmenting and extending Leckie and McLeod’s 

accounts – known people, new people



• Photographs – questioning of individual’s circumstances

• Constructing  micro narratives

• Adding people to numbers


