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More"statements:"15,"28"October,"then"Nov"&"on:"

"

Krishna"Menon"protested"on"September"28"1945"to"the"UK"English"Prime"Minister,"

Clement"Atlee,"who"headed"a"Labour"Party"Government.""

‘In"South"East"Asia,"Indonesia"and"Indochina"are"carrying"on"a"heroic"

struggle…"We"in"India"have"watched"BriRsh"intervenRon"there"with"growing"

anger"and"helplessness"and"shame"that"Indian"troops"should"be"used"for"

doing"Britain’s"dirty"work"against"out"friends….’"

"

Mrs"Jai"Kishoor"Handoo:"WIDF"inaugural"meeRng,"Paris,"Nov"1945."(p137,"Trans"HR)"

At"present"India"is"extremely"moved"by"the"events"taking"place"in"Indonesia,"

Indochina"and"Java,"where"our"Indian"troops"are"being"used"against"the"

Indonesian"people."You"can"imagine"their"indignaRon"and"their"shame"when"

they"discover"that"their"own"troops"are"being"used"to"repress"the"legiRmate"

desire"of"a"people"to"be"free"when"they"themselves"are"struggling"for"their"

independence.""

"
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Indian&Soldiers:&Respect&Indonesian&Na3onal&Uprising"
The&Indonesians&are&figh3ng&for&freedom&like&you.&&
"

Alahabad,"September"30,"Pandit""Jawaharlal"Nehru,"leader"of"

the"Indian"NaRonal"Congress"declared"today"that"Indian"troops"

must"not"be"used"to"suppress"the"uprising"of"the"Indonesian"or"

other"colonial"peoples.""
"

‘We"are"interested"in"the"freedom"of"subject"countries"

and"we"would"like"to"help"them"to"achieve"it’,"Nehru"said."

’It"is"monstrous"that"our"armed"forces"should"be"

employed"to"suppress"those"for"whom"we"have"the"

greatest"sympathy.‘"

"

NOTE:"The"Indonesian"people"has"declared"her"independence"
and"is"now"struggling"to"protect"it."

"
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NegoRaRons"–"Kundan"called"in"to"interpret"for"the"Indonesian"governor"–"Mallaby"

agrees"not"to"expand"beyond"harbour,"to"leave"civil"order"in"hands"of"Indonesians"

"

Leaflets"–"demand"complete"disarmament"of"all"Indonesians"

"

Indian"‘packets’"of"troops"sent"out"to"set"up"small"outposts"across"city"–"intensely"

vulnerable"

"

Indonesians"surprise"afack"at"4pm"

"
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Arek"Surabayagarek"carrying"stakes"in"the"bafle"of"Surabaya"
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Kundan"intervenes"to"avert"conflict"when"troops"arrive"

Kundan"prominent"during"night"of"bifer"fighRng"on"28th"

Criss"crossed"city"in"speeding"car"with"white"flag"through"bulletgridden"streets"to"

organise"first"truce"at"10pm"

Mani"writes"only"one"despatch"before"evacuaRon"–"praises"Kundan""

Kundan"had"taken"prominent"role""

in"negoRaRons"to"disarm""

BriRsh"Interna'o"holdgouts"
Kundan"was"with"Mallaby"and""

was"wounded"in"afack"

"

"

"
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Mani"portrays"Kundan"as"a"cauRous"man"closest"to"the"senior"authoriRes"of"Surabaya"

and"the"naRonalists,"to"whom"Mani"himself"had"become"close"friends."

"

Mani"states"that"Kundan"saw"Bung"Tomo"as"a"dangerous"hothead"and"radical,"and"

warned"about"his"influence"on"youth"–"the"permuda-
"

Was"Kundan"deliberately"portraying"himself"as"a"moderate"in"order"to"convey"this"

message"to"the"BriRsh"authoriRes?"The"BriRsh"made"it"clear"they"distrusted"ALL"

resident"Indians,"as"disloyal"and"untrustworthy"(only"a"shade"worse"than"the"Indian"

troops"themselves!)"
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-
-
FIGHTING'FOR'THEIR'COUNTRY'
-
Among-these-gallant-men-are-Punjabis,-Madrassis,-Pathans,-Mahra9as-–-Hindus,-
Muslims-and-Chris'ans,-proving-once-again-that-outside-Bri'sh-control,-Indians-of-all-
communi'es-tend-to-unite.--
The-Bri'sh-dub-them-‘deserters’-and-the-Allied-HQ-in-Batavia-allege-they-were-en'ced.-
But-even-they-admit-that-some-of-the-Indian-soldiers-were-unwilling-to-wage-war-
against-Indonesians.--
I-met-them-oHen-…..-Gree'ng-me-with-a-‘Jai-Hind’-or-‘Azad-Hind’,-they-always-
behaved-with-dignity-and-the-only-desire-they-expressed-to-me-was-that-India-should-
be-told-the-truth-about-them.-
"
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During"Nehru’s"visit"to"Malaya,"Mani"had"had"a"private"meeRng"to"discuss"Indonesia."

Nehru"asked"Mani"to"assure"Hafa"and"the"other"leaders"of"his"support"and"gave"

Mani"a"hasRly"wrifen"note"to""convey"his"message"of"solidarity.""

"

As"he"travelled"to"Indonesia,"Mani"thought"of"the"grave"fears"among"everyday"people"

in"India"about"what"they"believed"was"another"looming"famine."At"the"same"Rme,"

Mani"knew"the"Indonesians"had"had"a"bumper"harvest"of"rice.""

"

On"arriving"in"Batavia"(Jakarta)"Mani"first"met"his"close"friend"Sutan"Sjahrir,"then"

Prime"Minister."As"he"conveyed"Nehru’s"message,"he"suggested"to"Sjahrir"that"a"gik"

of"rice"from"Free"Indonesia"to"Free"India"to"alleviate"fears"of"famine"would"be"a"

powerful"symbol"of"the"unity"of"purpose"of"the"two"NaRonal"Independence"

movements."Sjahrir"agreed"immediately"and"announced"the"gik.""

"

Mani"broke"the"story"in"the"Free-Press-Journal-"around"Apr"10"and"it"ran"in"the"
Indonesian"papers"on"Apr"12"

"

But"within"days,"the"Dutch"–"who"were"blockading"Indonesia’s"ports"–"had"said"they"

would"not"allow"the"rice"out."Then"the"BriRsh"failed"to"respond"for"some"Rme,"

leading"to"fears"they"would"not"defy"the"Dutch"by"lelng"it"into""India."Vice"Pres"Hafa"

made"a"moving"radio"speech"(translated"by"Australian"Molly"Bondan)"to"assure"

Indians"that"the"offer"from"FREE"Indonesia"would"be"fulfilled."The"rice"eventually"DID"

reach"India"–"where"it"supported"both"the"people"and"the"Independence"struggle.""

"

"
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Kundan"is"very"clear"in"his"statement"that"the"Dutch"bombed"the"Indian"ships."So"far,"

the"recorded"history"confirms"the"port"of"Banyuwangi"was"bombed"prior"to"the"

arrival"of"the"Indian"ships.""

However,"given"Kundan’s"precision"in"other"mafers,"this"remains"an"open"quesRon.""

"

For"broader"context"to"this"specific"sector"of"the"rice"trade,"see"Robert"Cribb,"2015:"

‘The"External"Rice"Trade"of"the"Indonesian"Republic,"1946g1947’"in"Schrikker,"A"and"

Touwen"J"(eds)"Promises'and'Predicaments,"NUS"Press,"Singapore."Pp181g197."
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Memories"held"by"his"songinglaw,"Vashdev"Lachmandas,"recall"Kundandas"calming"

conflicts"between"Indonesians"and"Indians"in"Surabaya"over"a"sporRng"game,"some"

Rme"aker"Independence,"with"the"sokly"spoken"words"in"Indonesian,"to"the"effect"

that:"‘we"are"all"Arek"Suraboyo….’"ie"we"are"all"people"of"Surabaya.""

"

Dies"March"1980"
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Dies"March"1980"
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