Indian migration to Australia, push,
pull and resistance

Margaret Allen
University of Adelaide



‘Twice-or-thrice migrated’

Families of formerly indentured workers, came to Australia from/via
British Guiana,

St Vincents in West Indies,

Reunion,

Mauritius,

Fiji,

South Africa,

New Caledonia.
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Form Letter Requesting Reference and Indentification

Sir

Most respectfully | beg to request you that | had formerly
been domiciled in Australia for about over seven years.

And | left Australia for India in about 31st October 1906 per S.
S. Orontes.

Now | desire to return to Australia, | have therefore applied to
the Collector of Customs to grant me a certificate of Domicile
authorising me to re-enter Australia and you may remember
that | used to work for you and | applied on the 31st October
1911 for the Certificate, but did not succeed, and now a lots
of such passports of my countrymen have been granted
therefore | have applied again for it.



If any officer make any enquiry about me, | hope you will be
kind enough to approve of my Character and resedence [sic] in
the best possible manner to assist me for the approval of my
necessary certificate.

If you require anything from India | shall be too pleased to bring
it with me on my return.

For this kindness | shall ever pray to God for your long life and
prosperity.

Awaiting your kind and favourable reply.
Yours most obediently,

c¢/o W. M. Shah , Karnana via Nawanshahr District Jullundur
Punjab India

(NAA J3115/159)



