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CREW 258 and CREW 259 THE IOWA WORKSHOP  
He Tuhinga nō Tāwāhi me He Rotarota nō Tāwāhi (20 points) 

Every year we offer a special workshop taught by outstanding Creative Writing graduates 
from the University of Iowa. Over the summer of 2022/2023 two graduates of the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop will convene CREW 258 (fiction workshop) and CREW 259 (poetry 
workshop).  

The Iowa Writers’ Workshop is America’s oldest and most prestigious creative writing 
programme, and numbers among its graduates a dozen winners of the Pulitzer Prize. 
Raymond Carver, John Irving and Flannery O’Connor are among the most distinguished 
fiction writers to have come through Iowa. Poets include Robert Bly, Jorie Graham, and US 
poet laureates Rita Dove and Mark Strand. 

How to Enrol 
Enrolment in CREW 258 and 259 is limited to 12 students in each workshop.  The 
prerequisite is 40 points and an appropriate standard in written composition.  Because of 
demand for places the quality of the writing sample which accompanies applications is critical 
in deciding admissions. 
 

Application and enrolment: must be lodged online. Go to this link: 
https://signups.wgtn.ac.nz/oes/ 
 

Prospective applicants are recommended to visit the How to Apply page of our website. Go 
to www.wgtn.ac.nz/modernletters for more details. 
 

Assessment 
The course is assessed by a folio of writing submitted immediately after the final workshop.  
Folios are examined on a pass/fail basis by the Course Convenor and one external reader. 

Reading 
There will normally be a Course Reader which available from the IIML. The Course Convenor 
may also make reading suggestions based on your individual project. There are also two 
books which will give you some idea of what to expect from our workshops as well as 
providing resources for developing your work. Mutes & Earthquakes brings together essays 
and creative work from a wide range of writers who have connections with the IIML. More 
recently, The Exercise Book presents favourite writing exercises across a variety of genres, 
including poetry, prose and scriptwriting.  
 
Application deadline: 27 October 2022 
Course dates for both CREW 258 and CREW 259 : 9 January – 17 February 2023 
 
Timetable:  
CREW 258: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am – 1pm  
CREW 259: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2 – 5pm  
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FICTION WORKSHOP (limited to 12 students): 
 

Course Convenor Andrew Steiner writes: 
In an essay titled “My Vocation,” the Italian novelist Natalia Ginzburg wrote, “When I sit down 
to write I feel extraordinarily at ease … I use tools that are familiar to me and they fit snugly in 
my hands.” What are those tools? How do you use them to craft a story that communicates 
to your readers something of the deep longings that motivated you to write it? In the first half 
of this course, we will examine published stories by some of the master craftspeople in our 
trade, including Jorge Luis Borges, Anton Chekhov, Kathleen Collins, Michael Cunningham, 
Edwidge Danticat, Danielle Evans, Denis Johnson, Alice Munro, Ernest Hemingway, and 
Flannery O’Connor. Through in-class exercises and discussion, we will tease out lessons on 
point of view, action, dialogue, structure, scene vs. summary, and time. The second half of 
the course will be devoted to discussing your own fiction in a series of formal workshops 
following the structure used at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. Along with your vigorous 
participation in workshop, you will be required to submit mark-ups and letters on each of your 
peers’ submissions. Short stories and novel excerpts will be accepted. 

 
Andrew Steiner holds an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and a BA in English 
from Calvin University. He was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and has worked as a 
farmer, bartender, food banker, and copywriter. His work has been published in 
EPOCH, Grain Magazine, and Palooka, and he was a finalist in the Narrative Fall 
2021 Story Contest. He is currently working on a novel. 

 
 
 
 
POETRY WORKSHOP (limited to 12 students) 
 

Course Convenor Alana Solin writes:  
The element of collage is not always imposed after the fact, but often arises as we are facing 
language and attempting to chart it in the moment. Sometimes as poets we are sifting 
through ruins and letters and outlines and charting our findings piece by piece. These 
fragments may become fused, bottlenecked or explosive, but still recorded in the order 
received." Cedar Sigo, Guard the Mysteries 
 
We perceive the world and describe it through language, but both our perceptions and our 
descriptions retain an elusive quality; something escapes us. In this class we will closely read 
a variety of contemporary poetry, largely by women and writers of color, that engage with 
realities, unrealities, and the spaces between, around, and beyond those realms. We will 
read works by writers including Bernadette Mayer, Cedar Sigo, Precious Okoyomon, Marni 
Ludwig, D. A. Powell, and Terrance Hayes to examine how these writers approach the action 
of creating poetry, how they create and inhabit dynamism in their poems, and how they resist 
coming to easy conclusions. Class format will loosely comprise a discussion of readings 
before moving to workshopping student poems. What to expect: assigned readings, 
discussions, writing prompts, revision exercises, and more. We will also be connecting other 

art forms, such as music and collage, to our poetic practice.  

 
Alana Solin is a writer and artist from New Jersey. Her work has appeared or is 
forthcoming in Dream Pop Journal, jubilat, and Lammergeier Magazine. She has 
received an MFA in poetry from the Iowa Writers' Workshop. 

 


