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"Privately Public"  

Public Law Review, Vol. 24, pp. 108-124, 2013 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 134 

DEAN R. KNIGHT, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: dean.knight@vuw.ac.nz 

This article considers the amenability of private incorporated bodies to judicial review in New Zealand, along with the 
related question of the relationship between common law review and the statutory recognition of judicial review in the 
Judicature Amendment Act 1972 (NZ). In particular, it analyses whether the Act confers jurisdiction to review such 
bodies, without an assessment of their “publicness”, as would otherwise be required under common law review.  
 
It is argued that the text, purpose, scheme, policy, and constitutional considerations weigh against the Act being 
jurisdiction-conferring. In other words, even if a body appears to meet the language of the Act, the courts must still 
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assess its publicness when determining whether it is amenable to review. The Act is better understood as providing 
procedural support for judicial review only.  

"Anti-Avoidance and Tax Treaty Policies in the Asian Pacific Region"  

Institute of Policy Studies Newsletter, Vol. 19, pp. 11-13, 1989 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 135 

JOHN PREBBLE, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law, Monash University, Institut für Österreichisches und Internationales 

Steuerrecht, Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien 
Email: John.Prebble@vuw.ac.nz 

A report on a conference organised jointly by the Institute of Policy Studies, Wellington, the Asian Pacific Tax and 
Investment Centre, Singapore, and the Australian Tax Research Foundation, Sydney. The purpose was to study judicial 
and legislative anti-avoidance measures and treaty policies in the Asian Pacific region.  

"It Takes Two to Tango - Have They Learned Their Steps?"  

Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 136 

PETRA BUTLER, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: Petra.Butler@vuw.ac.nz 

The paper examines the reponse of New Zealand's Parliament to landmark human rights decisions. It also discusses the 
general debate on human rights in Parliament. Conversely it examines the courts' attitude towards the doctrine of 
parliamentary sovereignty. The paper' s thesis is that a dialogue between the New Zealand courts and Parliament exists.  
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The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria of 
Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law Faculty was formally constituted in 
1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin went 
on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology as President in its formative years. Early professors included Sir John 
Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the Common Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone 
through many editions and remain in print.  
 
Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As Baron Cooke of 
Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords, one of very few Commonwealth 
judges ever appointed to do so.  
 
Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by William Clayton 
and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a particularly fine example of Italianate neo-
Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the time it is constructed of wood, apart from 
chimneys and vaults.  
 
The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments. Throughout 
Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law reform. As a result, in addition to 
many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a number of official reports.  
 
Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students. The faculty has 
an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students engaged in PhD research.  
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are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds approximately to a North American 
associate professor in rank.  
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