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Announcements

Special Issue: Legal Referencing. This issue comprises a manual for Zotero, a free legal
referencing tool useful for submissions, for legal writing, and for other purposes that need
formally correct references.

Message to students from Professors Tony Smith, Dean of Law, and Susy Frankel,
Associate Dean, Research: this issue of VUW Legal Research Papers distributes ZOTERO-
A MANUAL FOR ELECTRONIC LEGAL REFERENCING, written within the VUW Law
Faculty. Use Zotero for legal writing at all levels of your degree, to collect references, to
format them, and to insert them into footnotes or text with one click. The manual explains
how to download the necessary apps and plugins, which are free.
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This manual explains how to operate Zotero.

Zotero is a free, open-source referencing tool that operates by “enter once, use many”. It
captures references by one-click acquisition from databases of legal materials that cooperate
with it. Users enter other references manually, with similar effort to typing a footnote.

Zotero’s chief strength is multi-style flexibility. Authors build libraries of references that are
pasted into scholarly work with one click; authors can choose between legal referencing
styles, with Zotero automatically formatting references according to the chosen style. Ability
to format seamlessly across a potentially unlimited number of styles distinguishes Zotero
from competing referencing tools. Zotero afficionados regularly add more styles.

The present manual is thought to be the only full manual for non-technical users of Zotero. It
employs the New Zealand referencing style for examples, but its principles are the same for
all styles.
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The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of
the reign of Queen Victoria of Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching
started in 1900. The Law Faculty was formally constituted in 1907. The first dean was
Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin
went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology as President in its formative
years. Early professors included Sir John Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the Common
Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone through many editions
and remain in print.

Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British
Commonwealth. As Baron Cooke of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Judicial
Committee of the House of Lords, one of very few Commonwealth judges ever appointed to
do so.

Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central
Wellington. Designed by William Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then
civil service, the building is a particularly fine example of Italianate neo-Renaissance style.
Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the time it is constructed of wood, apart
from chimneys and vaults.

The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government
departments. Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to
policy formation and to law reform. As a result, in addition to many scholarly articles and
books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a number of official reports.
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Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60
LLM students. The faculty has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there
are ten to twelve students engaged in PhD research.

Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms,

lecturers and senior lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A
senior lecturer corresponds approximately to a North American associate professor in rank.
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