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Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Palmer QC: Collected Addresses Part IV: The Law Commission’s Liquor
Review (II) 

The Palmer Addresses is a collection of speeches and lectures delivered by the Right Honourable Sir
Geoffrey Palmer QC, former Prime Minister of New Zealand and Distinguished Fellow of the Victoria
University of Wellington Law Faculty. The series is sponsored by an anonymous donor whom the Faculty
gratefully acknowledges.
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"What New Zealanders Told the Law Commission's Liquor Review"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the Auckland Rotary Club, delivered on 23 November 2009. The address provides an
introduction to the Law Commission’s issues paper, Alcohol in our Lives, and gives an overview of the
lessons learnt from the Commission’s consultation and submissions process.
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"Alcohol in Our Lives: Curbing the Harm – A Report back to the Ōtara Community"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the Ōtara community, delivered on 5 May 2010. The address provides an overview of the
Law Commission’s review of New Zealand’s liquor laws. It discusses a range of issues identified during
consultation with the Ōtara community, including the density of alcohol outlets in Manukau, as well as
irresponsible alcohol advertising, promotion and sponsorship. It introduces a selection of the Law
Commission’s recommendations, as well as its proposed Alcohol Harm Reduction Act.

"Alcohol in Our Lives: Curbing the Harm – An Address to the 2010 ALAC Conference"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the 2010 ALAC Conference, delivered on 6 May 2010. The address introduces the Law
Commission’s report, Alcohol in Our Lives: Curbing the Harm, and provides an overview of the reform
process. It tackles criticisms that the Commission’s recommendations represent a “nanny-state
approach”, arguing that the overall thrust of the report is to return much of the decision-making power
to local communities. It also refutes the claim that the report punishes the “responsible majority” for
the sins of a small minority, characterising hazardous alcohol consumption as a common phenomenon
that is not confined to an aberrant minority.

"Alcohol Policy in New Zealand: Unfinished Business"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

The opening address to the 5th Annual Conference of Alcohol Action New Zealand, delivered on 20
March 2014. The address provides a brief history of liquor law reform in New Zealand and an overview
of the Law Commission’s 2008–2010 inquiry. It summarises the lessons learnt from the Commission’s
consultation and submissions process, and outlines a number of the Commission’s recommendations.
Sir Geoffrey Palmer expresses his regret that the Government softened many of these
recommendations when it came to enact the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012, yielding to industry
pressure. The address concludes that the need for reform of New Zealand’s liquor laws remains.

"Reflections upon Alcohol in Our Lives: 10 Years after the Law Commission Report"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

A speech delivered to Alcohol Action New Zealand’s annual meeting on 13 August 2019. The speech
provides an overview of the Law Commission’s 2008–2010 inquiry into New Zealand’s laws concerning
the sale and supply of alcohol, as well as the Government’s response. It argues that the Government’s
Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 did not follow the Law Commission’s recommendations in many
important respects, and that it constitutes a substantially watered down and less effective version of
the Alcohol Harm Reduction Act recommended by the Commission. The address makes the case for
using deliberative democracy techniques to reform New Zealand’s liquor laws once again.
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thematic or general issues. 

The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of
Queen Victoria of Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law
Faculty was formally constituted in 1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent
scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of
Technology as President in its formative years. Early professors included Sir John Salmond (1862-1924),
still one of the Common Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone through
many editions and remain in print. 

Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As
Baron Cooke of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords,
one of very few Commonwealth judges ever appointed to do so. 

Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by
William Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a
particularly fine example of Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official
buildings of the time it is constructed of wood, apart from chimneys and vaults. 

The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government
departments. Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation
and to law reform. As a result, in addition to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages
include a number of official reports. 

Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students.
The faculty has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students
engaged in PhD research. 

Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and
senior lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds
approximately to a North American associate professor in rank. 
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