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Ringing, Down the Cur tain.
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N/ TPULLS issue of the ““Waimarino County Cull”” is the last
i that will be published.

For 40 years this paper and its contemporary have gath-
ered and recorded reports of tie day to day life of tbur com-
munities and have endeavoured with some measme of suc-
cess to further the interests of those Uumnwmlﬁe - Thibugh
their channels and their stimulationy of public ur:t_1v1t_\- mdivid-
uals and isolated settlements have been welded into the civie
unities of boroughs and countiss and the lesser units of dis-
trict sel f—goveﬂrnment As with all public services their very
nature has made them easy butts to cricitiem, but being eriti-
cal thiemselves as part of their public duty they have taken
the criticism with the praise and continued their func-
tions to the best of their ability and opportunity. But now
the organisation of the communilies they have served in good
times and in bad has outgrown them.

When the “Ohakune Times” was founded in 1908 by

r
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Joseph Ivess, this distriet was bush-clad and isolated. In i

that year the Main Trunk railway line was completed and
the founding of the first reguler newspaper was a compara-
able step forward from the raw pioneering era to stable set-
tlement with its economy basead on the sawmilling industrv.
Mr Ivess disposed of his foundiing in- the same year to Mes-
srs I'rver and Jones who dissolved their association in the
following year. It was a happy dissolution fer Raetihi as Mr
Tryer then founded the “Waimarino County Call” publishing
from:Raetihi. Dot “horoughs then had equal services hnd
the two papers grew side by side becoming closecly entihed

with the life of their respective towns and serving ticr coig- .

non aims and divided interests.

The “Ohakune Times"’ changed hands in 1909 to 1ir P. J.
Dvnn who contintied as owner end editor wnti] 1613 when Mr
(. {. Nation bought tle printing business and nevspapcr.
]“ne years later Mr Nation hought al:o the “Walnarino
County Call” establishment fiom Mr Fryer and operaied tie

Zthe two newspapers, The district then, in 1918, was still

largely devoted to sawmilling and had . few settled rarping
areas and little access except by rail. The economie and soc-
ial life was centred in the two towns created and living by
their adjacent mills and timber areas.

On the death of M €. C. Nation in 1929, the Nation fam-
ily’s interest was continuad b. Mr L. W. Nation who found-.

ed the company of L. W. Nation, lLimited, to acquire and
continue the business. The dopression yearvs slowed {se nat-
ural process of (onverting de timbered land to farming, but



Lirgely devoted to sawmilling and had | few settled Prrping
areas and Ittle access except by rail. The CConomie and soe- i
“ial life was centred in the fwo towns created and  living by
their adjacent mills and timbor aveas.

On the death of My . €. Nation m 1929, the Nation fan-
y’s interest was continied by Mr L. W. Nation whe found-
el tse company of L. T, Netion Limited, {0 acquire and
centinue the business. The donression years slowed {oe nat-
ural process of converting de timberod land to farming. but
the improvement in roads and motor velucles evitably led
to wore widespread farming ng petianent mprovement of
Lo grazing lands. - More rapid zod better access also leg to
«other newspupers reaching the district earljer and endeavour-

ng to capitalise on tlig commanity which had Leen fostered
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and deyeloped by  tid two ton ‘mship newspapers, The last
war halfed that process, but now the difticultics oceasioned

- -by war are largely being o SrCome dnd it seems time o

3":ixﬁeféqg§nis§e in the ﬁf%;f‘fi?é]ﬁlpér werviceT that #he two, boroughs,

- dre 1o longer splated sawmilling ‘townships "hut the centre
for trade and sgcial crganisation of a  widespread farming
district. The changed basis of the district’s  economy from
sawnilling to farming demands and hag create] g unity of in-
terdependent farms and towns,

So the curtain must be runy down on {wo townslip publi-
cations which did their duty well But which have heen out-
grown by the communities they served. Their place will be
taken by a publication which is being  founded with district
unity of town and country  Waimarino ays  its fu wlamental
policy and the aim which it wil] serve,

That aim 15 expressed frst in the title  which has ‘heen
selected for the new newspeper—*“"Central District Press,”

it will be cartied further in the columns and content of the
paper and by distribution over 4 far wider area than was
contemplated by its predecessors. Whether it can  achieve

¢ 1fs aim and brally sexve its communities by removing their
" grounds” for calling themselves ““the Cinderells district” is
entirely in the hands of the residents  both town ang coun-
try.  An equal seivice to Loth Loroughs and recognition thad
these are dependent now far thejr existence on the farming
commnunity will deterniine its policy

' But the time for its fal] introduction will be in its hrst
«.1ssue on Friday, Tune, 11 1948,

This is the time for paying tribute to those men who under
difficelties of transport, of isclation, of motive power, niach-
. lmery and wotrained labour produced newspapers regularly
. lor 40 years no matier what the cost in personal sacrifice and
effort, " Who in all weather and at all  Loury faithinlly dis-
charged the duty they had undertaken of recording tie fleet
g moments that comprise the history of their communities
sand who above all that simgularly  distinguished themeelvey
_as a jrofession by their long record of service in na’ He life
" to which each successive editor and rremrietor gove Fmself
The impersenal black and white print of each issue is o cold
.. record which does not reveal the characters nng perscnalitios
o of those who crgated it. “To all af them as to all Lloneers
p there is o tribute duc of admiration and respect which words
tannot discharge. - :
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The closing of 'these papers also murks the endine fop one
generation and one branch of the iong and honour-t?
" ciation of the Nation family with phnting and
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T g e pHsLC@ UG WILLICD 1S DEInE Tounded with distriet
unity of town and country  Waimarino as its fundamental
policy and the ahm which it will serve,

That aim 15 expressed first  in the title which has ‘been
selected for the new newspe per—"Central District Press.”

it wiil be cartied further in the columns ang content of the
vaper and by distribution over g far wider area  thun Was
centemplated by its predecessors. Whether it can  achieve
1ts aim and f(nally serve its communities by removing their
gronuds for calling themselves ““the Cinderella district” is
entirely in the hunds of the residents  hoth town anil coun-
try. An equal seivice to hoth Loroughs angd recognition thaf
these are dependent now for their existence on the farming
cominuuity will defermine its policy.

- But the time  for ity full iatroduciion will be in its Hrst
1ssue on Friday, Juue, 17, 1948,

This is the time for payving tribute to those men who under
difiicunlties of transport, of isclation, of motive power, mach-
isery and wntrained labour 1roduced newspapers  pegularly
for 4 years no matter what the cost in personal sacrifice and
effort. Who in all weather and at ull  bours lfaithiullv dis-
charged the duty they had undertaken of recolding the fleet.
g mements that comprise the history of their conununities
-and who above all that singularly  distingnished themsoives
as a jprofession by thelv long record of service m wa' Yo life
to which cach successive editar oud vrevrietor oove bomsclf
The impersenal black and white print of cach issie is o cold
recor:l which does not reveal the characters and pevgeonlities
of thoze who ¢reated it. To all of them as'ta all sioneers
there is o tribute duc of admiration and respect which words
:znnot discharge.

The closing of ‘these papers also wurks the ending oy one

generation and one branch of the long an] honovwr=%ls avs-
ciatien of the Nation family with printing and with navspao-
ers. It 1s an association that i3 wosen into the trasiion of
newspapers in England, Austrabia anl New Zealaogd for more
than 260 vears. AMare than 100 vears ago that {woaily Cradie
tion was established in New Zealand by Willinm Mation
wno lounded the “Nelsen Colenist,” a paper which continned
for 00 vears vntil 198, His son, William Charles Nation,
left an even greater mark op the newspaper history of this
country, founding newspapers at Christchurch,  Blenheim,
Grevtown, Levin and Otaki and also Leing manaaing-editor
of the “New Zealand Times.” A teadine snpitualise and a
prolific weiter he published more than 180 books and pemph-
lets. His sen, Chasles  Cecil Nation devoted himsell fo the
papers now ceasing nablication which  have be;f:n.('ﬂn%mued
since his death by  his son Lawrence Watty, Nation, Be-
cause of that tradition and that assoaciation i 1(llz_lglﬁ,?}r1 honj
ourable we are prowd fo vetain the name L. W, L\n‘f‘.u}n. Titd.
he the kind consent of My L. W.Nation, although his family
is no longer revresented in  the ownershiv of the (‘~mpany.
We trust that we mav slep worthily in the rath laid hyv the
Nation familv. To them, to al others who have ‘bG"SI“ A580-
cinted with the “Ohalome Times” and “Wairarino Torntv

Call” and to those publications we give the ancient words of
parting .

Ape atque Vale.




