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TO THAT HIGHER LIFE”

1llis Charles Nation

on May 29th, 1930, I his 9lst year.

One of New Zealand’'s leading Fioneer Spiritualists, who for Thirteen Years
was President of the National Association of Spiritualist Churches N. Z. (Inc)
and later associated with the Spiritualist Church of New Zealund, serving on
the executive committee for Four Years.

MR NATION'S WORK
REVIEWED

Ot Mr Nation's work for Spir-
itualism it is somewhat difficult
to write. From the time that the
phenomena broke out in his fam-
iy at Greytown in 1883, and he
proved that communion with the
spirit world was a fact, he gave
up his life to spread the glorious
truth. He was not taken up so
much  with the phenomena
(though he had seen various
phases of it) as with the lofty
teachings which came from high-
ly evolved spirits, showing how
even on the earth plane every cne
could so live to make good pre-
paration for the life beyond. He
gave to the winds all his theologi-
cal views, but held fast to the be-
lief that ““Whatsoever a man sow-
eth that shall he also reap.” In
his platform addresscs he always
preclaimed this as his rock on
which everyone should build. The
future for every one, whether
bright or dark, would find this
the test,

Mr Nation soon found that the
most stubborn opponents to the
truth of spirit survival and a con-
scious existence beyond the gra- e,
were in the so-called *‘orthodox’
Churches. At the very outset of
his spiritualistic career a Presby-
terian minister preached a fiery
sermon and declared that Spirit-
ualism was one of the devil’s de-
coys to ruin souwls. This attack
brought Mr Nation into the firing
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ling, and he replied publiciy.
And from this time he had to
answer {rom platlorms and in the
press letters and articls accusing
Spiritualists of all the most dread-
ful things under the sun.

No doubt he was an instrument
chosen by lofty spirifs fo take a
prominent pari in the fight to es-
tablish the truth of spirit return
and refute some of the false dog-
mas of Orthodoxy, and he found
delight in his public addresses to
drop a homb among his hearcrs.
His great aim was to open the
understanding of his hearers io
the beauties and glorics of the life
beyond. In his own home he de-
veloped a lady medium  whose
gifts Dbecame widely known
throughout the Dominion.  Thr-
cugh her be and his wife did a
ereat work of rescue ameng scuis
in the lower planes of spint life.
The harmonious and peaceful at-
mosphere of My and Mrs Nation’s
home at Levin enabled the guides
of the medium to bring little chil-
dren who had died in childhocd
to learn something of earthly con-
ditions, and through these spiri
children Mr Nation received much
interegting information about- the
homes, the life, . the schonls and
the recreations of children in_the
spirit  world.  His bock, ““The
Unsesn World,” gives very inter-
esting sketches of the life be-
vond, received through this med-
1w,

Mr Nation did much active
work outside his own town. e
visited the Spiritualist Churches
in ajl parts of the I}ominion,
speaking on their platforms, and
he loved to be among the child-
ren of the Lyceums feliing them
of the “‘inner self’ that they all
possessed. The publication of the
paper “The Message of Life”
was a notable event in Mr Na-
tion's career. [t may be mention-
ed firstly that when in Greytown
Nerth, he was fully  convinced
{hat there is no death and that
these who had passed into the un-
seerl werld  were conscious and
able to speak with those still on
rarth. he resolved to unfurl the
flag of Spiritualism and hght un-
ley it. In Jume, 1887, he issued a
penny paper of eight pages. [t
was a tremendous undertaking n
those days when lgnorance, pre-
Jutlice, amifl per¥erution blockdd

the way., Even the Spiritualsts
were a scaktered body., However,
Mr Nation issued lis picveer
sheet. 1t was called *‘More
Light,”” and upoun the little page
were inscribed the words, ‘“That
which we have seen and heard de-
clare we unto you.” This venture
ran on until November, 1394,
when Mr Nation had to discon-
tinue its publication as he was re-
moving from the Wairarapa. But
the fire within his soul was smaoul-
dering, and in 1903 it burst mto
fiame. He had removed to Levin,
with his printing business and was
publishing a tri-weekly news-
paper. At the rear of lus private
residence was an  old milking
shed, no longer in use. This was
removed and Mr Nation had a
comfortable room erected in its
place, He then purchased suffi-
clent type wherewith to print “The
Message of Life,” the name given
to the Spirttualist paper which has
been runming since July, 1903 In
this room. all alone, year after
year for 25 years Mr Nation sent
lorth every month hundreds of
copies devoted to the spread ol
Spiritualism.  During his 20
years and the three and a-half
years he printed ‘“More Light,”
lic must have printed and circulat-
ed one hundred thousand copies
of his Spiritualist papers. He es-
tablished a hook depot, and
though it was a small one, yet by
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‘advertising books and pamphlets
‘on Spiritaalism in the ‘“Message’’

he was able to circulate a large
quantity of book literature. His
little hook, ‘The Unseen World,’
recording the experiences of his
own {amily ran through three edi-
tions.

Such' is a stwmmary of this one
man’s cffort to spread Spiritual-
ism throughout New Zealand.
The letters he received from in-
quirers and others who wrote and
spoke gratefully of the light they
had received through Mr Nation's
letters and books was enormous.
And so it will be with much re-
gret that many {riends both in
this country and abroad will Jearn
of the passing on of this bgnefl-
cient soul who had become an out-
standing figure amongst the Spir-
itualists and Spiritualist Churches
of New Zealand, and one whose
kindly and unselfish character
ha¥t emdeatd him to thie children
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wherever he went,

In  Memeriam

PO U

OF OUR LOVED LUEADER
MR NATION

-

The call has come! cur cyes are
dim with tears,

Yet not of sorrow; far he longed
o go;

Home to that land keyond all
toils and fears;

Where weary souls
fruition know.

leves full

Long years he served the Truth;
and nobly won,

The great reward, our Master
loves to give;

For him the greeting, “‘Friend of
my heart, well dooe!™

“Rise now (riumphant, and for-
ever hivel”

“There is no death,” the truth
our souls have spoken,

Only such  joy and peace
angels know;

Bliss of reunion,
broken,

Perfect fulfilment of ove: hopes
below-—

that

every tle umn-

God speed thee, noble soul! What
can we render?

Of praise for all thine carthly scr-
vice given?

Only to think of thee; cur hearts
grow tender,

While peace enfolds thec in they
home in Heaven!

“MATER”

It is not by a man’s purse but
by “his character that he is rich
or poor.

R. L. Stevenson.
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Late Me W. G, Hation
FARTH ?.\'_‘m wR;;'\iL\—I\'S LAID
TO REST

Appropriale recognition of the
active and useful hte of the late
Mr W. C. Nation, who passed
away at his home in Levin at the
advanced age of 91 on May 29,
1930, was made at the funeral,
which took place on May #lst,
when many relatives, old friends
and Spiritualists from all parts
of New Zealand and prominent
citizens of Levin, including the
Mavor and several Borocugh
Councillors, showed by their pre-
sence and hearing the respect in
which the deceased gentleman
was held, Many beautiful foral
emblems were received from relat-
ives and friends, among them be-
ing wreaths from the Wellington
Bransh Church, and Executive of
the National Council of the Spir-
itualist Church of New Zealand,
the Weraroa Training Farm (the
bovs of which esteemed Mr Na-
tion as a very helpful visitor),
and the proprietors and staff of
the Levin Daily Chronicle, of
which journal he was the owner
many years ago. Prior to the
corlege leaving for the cemetery
a service was conducted at the
house by Mr Thos. Kirk, presid-
ent of the Wellington Branch
Church of the Spiritualist Church
of New Zealand, and the invoca-
tion being given by Mrs A.
‘Webhb. of the Wellington Spirit-
valist Church {Inc.), The coffin
was borne from the hearse to the
grave by Messrs A, Oldfield, N.
1.. Barratt, P. Oldheld {grand-
sons), J. ‘Webley {grand-nephew)
E. Lyecette and W. Waring
([riends of the deceased). An
impressive service was read at the
graveside by Mr Thos. Kirk,
{ Wellington), and he delivered a
fitting culogy to that worthy Bro-
ther, In the course of his re-
marks, My Kirk laid particular
siress on the full and energetic
life of the departed gentleman,
Lis many interests of selfiess
character, and the devotion with
which he had sought to lead the
voung peovle in the direction of
right thinking and noble deeds.
It was only a few months previ-
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ously that the late Mr Nation
had addressed a convention and
had given an insight into matters
of high amport, removed  even
from the comprehension of some
of his hearers, and on that occas-
ion many marvelled at the alert
and penetrating mind furctioning
in a frame which extreme age
must inevitably have weakened.
Six months ago Mr Nation was
m conversation with the present
speaker, when he expresed his ex-
pectation of the end and asked
Mr Kirk to be the cfficiant at the
burial service. The deceased in-
dicated that he was going to a

vast place, where there was a great

crowd, atd where he would have
much to do. Mr Nation was con-
scius of his mission 1 the higher
life to minister to the sculs de-
scribed by Christ as being in
prison, and to help them in their
progress that was possible for
every one of them. He would {rom
henceforth be engaged in that
great enterprise, and it might be
also that he would be very near
his friends on earth, to comfort
them in their thoughts and to in-
spire them to high endeavour.
The casket was deposited in
the family plot, near to the grave
of the late Mrs Nation and several
relatives who have passed on.
In all, the service was probably as
deceased had wished it, marked
not by a note of discensolate
grief, but by the calmness of re-
lations and intimate friends, re-
assured by the speaker’s convic-
tion of the path of progress and
well-doing stretching out eternal-
ly before the comrade whose phy-
sical body had been laid to rest.

Fear to do base,
things is .valour;
If they be done to us, to suffer

them
Is valour, too.—Ben Jonson.

urworthy

Everyone knows hetter than he
practises, and recognises a hetter
law than he obeys. —Frouds,

One thing at a time, all things
in successicn. That which grows
fast withers as rapidly; that
which grows slowly endures,—]J.
G. Holland,

Obituary
S
W. O STENTIFORD

“Mr W. €. Stentiford, the
father of Miss E. Al Stentiford,
who filted the position of honor-
ary secretary of the Dunedm
branch for some time, passed a-
way on the 3th June. Mr Stenti-
ford was an Anglican, and the
members of his {family naturally
arranged for a clergyman of that
denomination te conduct the bur-
ial service in conjunction with the
Druids of which Order the de:
ceased gentleman was a member.
However, at Miss Stentiferd’s
request, the Anglican clergyman
willingly consented to Mr Ridd,
President of the Dunedin Branch:
Church and also of the Spiritual-
1st Church of New Zealand, giv-
ing the mvecation at the grave-
side.  All Spiritualisis will appre-
ciate this spirit of tolerance.”

The Epistle of dude

Many Bible readers were poz-
zled by the Epistle ¢f jude, with
its absard references to the angels
who fell {rom their first estate,
as though it could by any utmost
stretch of 1magination Le held
possible that there could be any
such fall! The very idea is pre-
posierous. Would  Heaven he
Heaven if there were any dineon-
lented souls there? Much less' any
souls so disconlented, ambitious
and prowd as to revell?  There
arc other equally {oolish things
in if, such as “the vengeance of
eternal firs” and the ridiculous
relerence to Michael, the arch-
angel, disputing with the devil
al:out the hady of Moses,

At the sight of a Man we too
say 1o ourselves; et us he Men!
= Amiel.

Minovities lead and save the
waorld, and the world knows them
not till long afterwards.—Jchn
Burroughs,
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Is registered as a nowspaper and pub-
lished on the first day of every month
“Fhe subscription is 4s yearly by the post
shroughout New Zealand and all British
eountries beyond. Sums may be remitied
in postal notes or stamps.

Business nodicez 3s 6d per inch. Quar
sarly or yeaxrly notices at eontract price.

Notices of Church meetings 2s cach
inseriion.

Communications to be addressed o the

Editor, Wm. 5. Waring,
P.0O. Box, 24, Raetihi, N.Z.

PASSED ON
MOUAT.—Passed to the Higher

Life, afte a long iliness most
patiently borne, Lottie, young-
est daughter of the late »ir
and Mrs Mouat, very old and
respected members of Kent Ter-
race Church and Lyceum, Wel-
lington.

Wessage of Lafe.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY.

PWENTY-SEVENTH YREAR FPUBLICATION
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The Loyal Worker

— il

With the July edition of ““The
Message of Life” as the first copy
of the twenty-seventh volume, we
pay tribute to its founder and
late editor, Mr W. C. Nation, in
whom we find one who during his
carthly career, devoted his time
and energy in serving and teach-
ing his fellowmen. No one who
had met that courageous soul
could help but admire that inde-
fatigueable worker who at all
times was ready to champion the
cause of Truth. Of his advent
into Spiritualism and his cease-
fess endeavour to make known
those truths which he had receiv-
ed so convincingly from the
other side is shown vividly in the
manner in which he stepped oul
to the front to advocate its prin-
ciples, Prior to his acceptance ot
Spiritualism he had been an earn-
est worker in the orthodox faith,
and it required great courage and

zeal to renounce those creeds, and

to fght against the ridicule
shown on all sides.

His . pen proved his
mightiest  weapen  of  which
he used assiduously, when
he published two papers on be-
half  of  Spiritvalism, and
it is  through  the  coi-
umns of “The Message of

Life” that he is so widely known
in this country and abroad, and
in the latter years of his life de-
voted his whole time to its publi
cation. Very few people will
realise the anxieties that - this

‘paper bas caused Mr Nation in his

endeavour to get it published
every month, as apart from find-
ing copy, and using his pen
to il its columns, he, until of re-
cent years, through summer an

winter would stand at the type

box, setting up wholly on his own,

the type for the formes, so that
“The Message of Life’” might be
printed and sent forward every
month to his subscribers, Person-
ally, I have seen this fine old man
in his office, which was heated
only by a kerosene heater, pick-
ing away at type, with his fing-
ers blue with the cold, and won-
dered what was the power that
sustained that mind and body,
which gave so much, and asked
for so iittle. Mr Nation realised
that the greatest help to the cause
of Spiritualism lay with the use
of his pen, which s evidenced by
the good work and results it has
shewn and also it is due solely
to his own singular efforts that
this journal has survived the pas-
sage of time since its inception in
1903, a truly ncble effort for one
man,

Being a fine and eloquent
speaker he lost no opportunity,
when fime permitted. to address
the pecple from the various
church platforms, but it is to the
chiidren, and to them alone that
he revealed the finest sentiments
of his life. A frue nature lover,
his, greatest delight was to he
among the congregations of chil-
dren and to speak to them of the
beautics that he beheld in nature
around, and of the wonders of
the firmament above, also as he
knew of, the wonderous life ¢ f the
little ones who were in the Sum-
merland beyond, and those who

had then listened to that grand
old man delivering his message to
the children, may perchance have
had revealed to them the setret of
his faith and knowledge, ‘His
love to his fellowman.”

Throughout his life he served
his fellowman faithful and true
and gave abundantly around him,
and sc with the knowledge of
what lay before him, this beloved
soul relinquished his hold upen
that mortal form smuch worn and
wearied by the passage of time.
His passing on has removed onc
of Spiritualism’s most noble work-
ers, but we know that his work
beyond will bring him: closer to
us, and to teach us those grander
and nobler truths of God’s herit-
age to mankind. Whatever the re-
wards may be for cur actions in
this life, our worthy Brother, who
held to the conviction ‘‘That
whatever a man soweth, so shall
he also reap,’’ shall harvest a
bountiful supply; and the lesson
before us of the life of that be-
loved Spirituahist, William
Charles Nation, is one worthy of
emulating, by all who have at
heart that sacred cause of Spirit-
ualism.

Pagsed Onward

Brave soul ever ready to stand
for the right,

His torch nobly bearing the darlk-
ness to light.

“\Well done, faithful servant’
shall be his reward,

Great joys wait him yonder,
called home by his Lord,

L. J. HEATHER

When Lord Balfour was at the
height of his pelitical power,
somecne scoffed at Spiritualism
iin his presence. ‘‘Your scepticismy
carries vou too far,” he said in
rebuke, ““there is nothing in pohi-
tical life as 1 know it to be com-
pared with the interest, the pro-
found interest, and significance
of psychical research,”
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Biographic Revisw of a
Yeteran  Jourialist  and
spiritualist,

MR W. C. NATION

The passing en of Mr William
Charles Nation on May 29th,
1930, removes a familiar hgure
from the community and one who
jeft his mark upon the life of the
Dominion, beth  journalistically
and in many other spheres of ac-
tivity in many other spheres of
activity in which he engaged. De-
spite his great age the late Mr
Nation's faculties were unimpair-
ed and though he had been in
ill-health lately, he remained men-
tally and physicaily alert. His
Journalistic 1astinct  persevered
to the last, and only lately he
prepared biographical notes of his
life from which the acccmpanying
particulars are taken.

The late My Nation was bern in
Sydney, N.S'W., on® February
13th, 1340, and at the age of 17
came to Nelson, with the Nation
Tamily. There his father in 1857
started the “'Colonist’” news-
paper, Young Nation spent seven
vears 1 his {ather’s office and
then paid Dunedin a visit, when
the gold diggings broke out. Af-
ter working m one of the print-
ing offices there for a short time,
he visited Lyttelton, where he
spent a month in the “Lyttelton
Times” cffice, when that paper
was published in Lyttelton. He
then went back to Nelson tc see
nis parents and old friends. While
resting there he received a tele-
gram from the manager of the
Christchurch  ““Press,””  offering
him a situation in that office at
a good wage. The manager had,
in days gone by, had charge of
the “‘Nelson Examiner,” and it
was his acquaintance with young
Nation when in Neison that led
to the invitation to go South. Be-
fore his departure he married.
This was in 1864, and in the job-
bing room of the ‘‘Press’” office
he spent <welve years.

It may be said that in that
same room there worked cne of
the Horen family, whoe became
part pronrietor ¢f the New Zea-

land Herald (Auckland). My
George fones was another com-
positer in that room. a splendid
musician, and who in  Christ-
church with Mr Nation, started
the first temperance paper in the
colony, Mr Jones afterwards was
elected a member of the House of
Representatives, and later was
called to the Upper House. He
became proprietor of the Camaru
““Mail.”” Ancther young man who
worked in this same room was
Mr George Fisher, He became a
member of the Lower House, and
afterwards Colonial  Treasurer.
This quartette of composilors
climbed the ladder of fame and
“left thelr footprints on  the
sands of time.”’

in 1877 Mr Nation went 1o Wel-
lington and when the '"“Welling-
ton Independent” gave place to
the “‘New Zealand Times," Mr
Nation was entrusted with the
oversight of the composing. job-
bing, and machine rcoms. In
1881 he siruck cut in business on
his own account by purchasing
the “"Wairarapa Standard.”
was not a good mvestment, but
he put in a few vears of hard
work, and he learned some nseful
lessons in the school of experi-
ence. IHe next determinecd to ex-
plore the Manawatu country, ana
shouldered a heavy burden when
he and his son started the “Man-
awatu Farmer,” at Shannon.
This paper did good work among
the settlers, bhut as Levin was 2
Government township and grow-
ing sleadily. Nation and Son
shfted their printing plant and
published the paper in this town,
After a good spell they sold cut
and the ‘“Levin Chronicle” be-
came the lineal descendant of the
Manawatu “Farmer."

MR NATION'S SOCIAIL AC-
TIVITIES

It would be a long story to tell
how the Fates unfolded Mr Na-
tion’s work year by year. The
printing press was only part of
his mission, for his life heyond
this was strenucus, varied and
useful. He was possessed of a fine
constitution and boundless energy
He. did not know what it was to
be tired, He was a life of service
to his fellow-men, ond was a lov-
ing Iriend 1o all. He scemed to
be happiest when among a group

- -

of children. Te loved a quiet
life, and much of his time was
taken up in correspondence on the
subject of Sprritualism, for his
advice was sought after 1 all di-
rections,

On his armval m Nelson in
1337, in company with Mr Issac
Hill and Mr Ben Crisp, old iden-
tities, a2 Band of Hope was start-
ed fer the young people; he was
an ardent temperance lad among
the Bands of Hope in Sydney.
He jomed the Nelson Rifle Vol-
unteers, and the company was
kept on the g vive for months
reacdy to go to Taranaki to take
part in the Maori War in 18361, In
18G4 he married, as he said, ‘‘the
best girl he could find,”” in Nel-
som and went to Christchurch,
where he spent twelve years, In
1876 he, with his young lamily
settled in Wellington, and when
in 1881 he went to Greylown
North he devoted much of his
rime and energy lo brightening
the lives of children. He took
over a Mutual Improvement So-
clety, drilled them 1n singing, act-
ing n tableaux, farces. etc., and
travelled with them to give,enter-
lainments at Featherston, Martin-
borough, Carterton, and Master-
ton, hesides those given in Grey-
town. For some time he and his
voung deaughters went to the
Maori pa at Papawai, accompan-
ied by an organette, and here ev-
ery Sunday morning the Maori
children, cleaned up, gathered in
farce in the meeting house to hear
Mr Nation's girls play and sing,
and to listen to his talks. For two
vears he undertook the superinten-
dency of the Anghcan Sunday
Shool in Greytown,

FOUNDER OF ARBOR DAY

In 1894 he conceived the idea
of establishing Arbor Day in New
Zealand, beginning at Greytown.
The idea caught on and Mr Na-
fion was asked by the Berough
Council to undertake a ftting
start for the movement. With his
usual push he went Lo work, He
organised concerts, drilled the
children for entertainments. and
his daughters ran a series of dan-
ces and a grand ball, all the pro-
ceeds going to pay the expenses
connected with Greytown's first
Arhor Day, and the arst in the
Domimion, A public holiday was
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observed, children were marched
m procession 1o plant the trees,

mayors and county councillors
from Featherston, Masterlen,
Carterton, and Greytown tock

part, settlers gathered in foree
and also the Maoris. There was
much speech making, and the
event was a pronounced success.
Mr Nation was thanked by the
Borough Council for his enter-
prise. The Department of Agri-
culture wrote lum a letter of con-
gratulation and thanks.  Sir
George Grey wrote, expressing
his regret at not heing able to be
present, and sending five guineas
as a donation. Such was New
Zealand’s first Arbor Day.
“THE MANAWATT FARN:-
LR

Tn course of time Mr Nation
sold the ‘“Wairarapa Standard,”
and believing that the other side
of the range had a better future
hefore it. he, with his son, pur-
chased a section at Shannon,
erected an office upon it, and
started another paper giving it
the name of the “Manawatu IMar-
mer.”” It was a bold venture, for
the town was in its infancy, hut
the paper got a held upon the
settiers all along the Manawatu
line, and lifted the town into pro-
minence. In secial matters Mr
Nation was active. He drilled
the children {or entertainments,
and the vouthful eniertainers
gave several crowded performan-
ces at the school house.  When
the South African war breke cut
his son Percy, with ather Shannen
young men, weni lo the front,
The lad fell at Bothasberg and
owing to his popularity and his
breezy letters from South Africa
the residents erected a2 monument
to his memory near the Shanunon
railway station. Wr Naticn rais-
ed funds for Arbor Day tree-
planfing in Shannon, and there is
a photo in existence in which 200
children are scen assembled 1n
front of the Club Hotel, when the
planting took place.

IN LEVIN

But although Mr Nation kept
an agent at Levin to watch and
report on the domg of the town,
its progress led Mr Nation and
his son to shift his printing plant
and publish bhis paper here. At
Shannon Mr Nation was appoint-
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cd Registrar of Births, Marriages
and Deaths, a post he held for 1u
vears, e was alsc made a J.1
At Levin he became Coroner for
the district, a post he held for 17
vears. He looked upon the Horo-
whenua Lake as a valuable asset
to The town and to test it as a
rowing course he succeeded in get-
ting hive rowing crews from Wan-
gapui, West Coast, Petone, and
two fram Wellingten, to come
and test its suitability. But the
furies of the air were let loose on
the testing day and the Lake dic
not invite any furthen test for
light racing boats. When Mr Na-
tion was chairman of the school
committee the children were taken
ence & year to the shore of the
Lake for their annual picnic, On
one occasion half a dozen Maons
tied up the gate to the ground
with flax and withstood entrance.
A heated argument cccurred be-
tween Mr Nation and his dusky
ohstructionists, but all ended
peaceably. By means of a concert
an avenue ol trees was planted
by Mr Nation's efforts in Cam-
bridge Street hetween the Angli-
can and Methodist Churches,
which was know as “‘Memorial
Avenue,” n memory of the hoys

who fell in the Scuth Alflrican
War,
The late Mr Nafion was pre-

deceased by hiz wife several vears
ago. One son fell in the South
African War, and the other (Mr
C. C. Nation) died recently at
Raetihi, where he had established
a newspaper and printing busi-
ness. Lwo daughters also passed
away prior to their f{ather, the
surviving members of the family
heing four daughters—Mrs A, L.
Plimmer and Mrs IY. Barratt, oi
Levin; Mrs K. Oldfield, of Ma-
kine; Mrs J. Devine, of Mamaku.
He leaves aiso two sisters—Mys
S, Packer, of Christchurch, and
Ars E. Dueff, ¢f Bulls—and itwo
hrothers—Messrs Edwoard  and
Fred Nation. of  Wellington.
They will have the sincerest sym-
pathy of their [riends in their
Lereavement.

O ook not at what each comes
short 1n,
Cansider what each still retains.
Goethe.

TULY Ist, t0an,

.

TO THE MEMORY OF MR
W. C. NATION

—

(Contributed by Mr Thos. Kirk;

It is now nine vears since hrst
I met him in Kent Terrace (New
Century Hall) when at a social
there. T had oenly been in the
country four. days then, buat on
this particular occasion 1 had
cause to remember hiow he made
me welcame, and how he made it
his business to give my [amily
and self all the mformation and
assistance, where and how Lo find
work also going to the trouble of
going round town with us. This
to me gave the impressicn that we
had fallen on a real and genainc
Spiritualist; and that impression
has never faded away, for the
more we knew him the better we
appreciated his friendship. e
was one who was always eager to
give or imaprt to those seeking
for “Light’® all that he possessed
and wag able in this manner ic
bring many into the light of mod-
ern Spintualism. T owe a deht
of gratitude to lum for the eo-
couragement he gave me, oftimes
when things looked black; how
he would write pomting out how
difficulties  could be overcome,
thus giving one the feeling thal
vou never need be afraid of lay-
g before him all your difficul-
ties. It wag amongst the young
that he played an important past
in the great cause of Truth. He
always enjoyed the Lyceum ses-
sessions and was in hus glory giv-
ing an address to the Lyceunmists,
tlustrating his poinls by telling
stories familiar to the older mem-
bers. Now that he has arisen, who
will wear ihe mantle that has Ial-
len [rom his shoulders.

A subscriber to ‘The Messure
of Life’ 15 inquiring for a copy ot
‘Tife Here and Hereafter,” by
W. C. Nation, and a copy ol
‘Dieath Defeated,” by W. B. Har-
vey. Any reader of this journal
having coples of the above heoks
to dispose of, please write ‘Fci-
tor,” ‘The Message of Life.,” P.O).
Box 24, Raetihi,
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WELLINGTON BRANCH
Churchh (5.Church of N.Z.)

On Sunday. st fune, the above
Church held an In Memoeriam Ser-
vice to the memory of our arisen
Brother, William Charles Nation,
who was an honorary member of
the Church and also a Lyceum
member.  The service was taken
by Mr Bellamore, another of the
pleneers, who had  werked with
Mr Nation {or the past 15 years
i bringing the knowledge of
Spintualism to those who were
yearming  for the hght on the
great question of “Where are cur
Dead."”

Mr Bellamere paick a high trib-
ule lo our arisen Brother who, he
said, dealt with the subject from
the Biblical standpoint while he
(the speaker) dealt with it from
the saentific standpoint.

Mrs Moore, another of the pion-
eers, who was secrelary of the Na-
tional Union for 15 vears while
Mr Nation was Presadent, alse
paid tribute Lo his memory, quot-
ing frem some of the articles in
the “Message” which were pen-
ned by our arisen Brother,

Mrs Sinclair, also a  plonesr,
paid tribute, pointing out how she
was attracted to the cause by the
sincertty of Mr Nation’s addres-
ses and also for the interest he
took in the Lyceum.

The President, Mr T. Kirk,
spoke on the high qualities and
the enthusiasm of W. C. Natien,
even to the fact that only a few
months ago he came to Welling-
ton and delivered a stirring ad-
dress. with the same forcefulness
and clearness which he was wont
to do in years gone by, leaving
a memory which will remain
with those who listened to that
address,

During the service Mrs Oshorne
rendered the solo “‘Crossing the
Rar.”

CHRISTCHURCH SPIRIT-

UALIST CHURCH (Inc.)

Mrs Nordica is still with us and
her Sunday and week-night meet-
ings are still drawing a large
number of-seelers for truth.

Our building fund is still mak-

mg great headway. a further do-
nation ol £3 being handed jn by
a member of the Church-—iMrs A.
Smith,

A social gathering was held on
23th May, and although the wea-
ther was not of the brightest, a
goud number attended and a very
pleasant time was spent in games,
dancing and singing,

DUNEDIN BRANCH
CHURCH (S. Church of N.Z )

At the close of the service on
Sunday evening, lst June, Nr
Ridd, president, announced the
passing of Grandpa Nation, New
Zealand's grand old man in the
cause of Sprritualism. Te stated
that the emancipated warrior had
championed the cause for more
years than most of us could re-
member and at a time when it
took considerable courage to con-
fess a belief in it, But netwith-
standing ridicule and 1misrepre-
sentation, the old man proclaimed
the truth of survival. He had re-
ceived the light and faithfully
carried out his trust in shedding
it abroad. In common with all
pioneers he met with opposition
and had differences of opinion
with other workers in the causd
but he battled for the Truth as
he conceived it. He had gone io
receive his reward leaving behind
him an example of determination
and courage to inspire us in our
labours, and we knew that we
would still have his assistance in
the cause he loved so well.

WELLINGTON SPIRITUAIL.
IST CHURCH (Inc.)

The pastor and psychic. Mr R.
A. Webb, Dip. S.N.U., deliver-
ed the following lectures during
the moth of May:—‘Democntsrai-
g the Unbelievable,; “The
Study of Spiritualism’; ‘Life’s
Best Pdace,; “The Evidences of
Spiritualism™; ‘Spiritualism  and
Flumanity’; ‘Unconventionalities
of  Mediumship™, ‘Beyond  the
Veil”; “The Projection of the As-
tral Body.

Thanks (o the kindness of Mr
and  Mrs Tovey, a successiul
seance on behalf of the funds of

the church, was held at their
home, several psychics taking
pazt.

. dancimg.
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The members guarterly meeting
was held on 12th May. There was
a  moderate altendance. The
opening social of the season was
held on Saturday, 24th AMay. It
was both well attended and en-
joyable. Mr Ballard presided at
the piano, for the games and
Mr S, Maclean gave
several choice solos on the cello;
Mr Wilson gave character and
lightning sketches, and the Misses
L. and G. Webb sang duets. The
month terminated well with a so-
cial party at the home of Mr and
Mrs Murray, which was well at-
tended and enjoyable. The Ly-
cewmn continues its alterncon ses-
sions for the young people.

S, GEO. BODELL,

Hon. Secrctary.

NEW PLYMOUTH CHURCH
{5, Church of N.Z.)

Our branch continues to make
satisfactory progress. For the
last four months we have had the
assistance of Nurse Clayton from
Auckland, who has done much for
our general welfare, The services
have been well attended and for
the winter months we appear to
have a bright time betore us. We
hope in another year or so to
have the mortgage on cur pro-
perty paid off and then to direct
our funds to wider propaganda
work.

These bright and hopeful pro-
spects are made possible through
the consistent and energetiz
workers among our members. For
a time, however, we shall lose the
help of our sister, Mrs Harris, of
Oalura. but we feel that she will
return te us with greater power
when her domestic duties will.
permit.

At the present time we have in
hand a sale of work of which we
hope to have a good harvest,

We all {felt the loss of Mr Na-
tion and extend to all his family
our condolences though, a& the
same time, sharing with them the
bright anticipations of the more
abundant life to which he has
gone, QOur best wishes to ‘The
Message’ and the branches.

Oh, who can tell, save he whose
Lieart hath tried.
Byroa.
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E.,yééum_ Work

NATIONAL CONDUCTOR'S
TALK
Dear Lyceumists:

Last month I wrote of A, .
Davis, this month I want to speak
of Alfred Kitson, the father of
the British L.yceum movement.
Born. like A. J. Davis, of humble
parentage, have two hall days per
week {or one year at school. the
eldest of six children, he was sent
to work at the age of ¢ 1n a coal-
mine. Brought up in a Primitive
Methodist home, he learmned to
fear death and all it conveyed. At
the age of 12 years his father
came 1 touch with Spiritualism,
developed healing mediumship—
his health improved and Alfred’s
lile was casier. At 17 he was ap-
pointed co-conductor with Wil-
Jiam Wingheld, He married, had
cne son whao died at the age of 5
yvears. Two other sons born lo
him passed away in 1882 within
16 days of each other—one 2}
years the other a few wecks, This
great disaster instead of turmng
him from his work, made him
mmore determined to carry on and
he, {rom that time, devoted the
whole of his life to the Lyceum
movement, Another son born af-
ter also passed to the higher lile
leaving him with one daughter,
Mary, who was suddenly called
home in August, 1929, leaving
him and his wife bereft in their
oid age. Miss Mary Kitson was
a worth danghler of a worthy
father and she devoled her life to
the T.yceum movement. Alired
Kitson educated himsclf and
wrote many books. ‘Cutlines of
Spiritualism for the Young,’= a
very fine book, and several others
but his monumental work was the
compilation of the present Ly-
ceumn manual in conjunction with
Mr Kersey and Mrs Britten. The
manual given by A. [. Davis did
not meet the needs of the English
Lyceums. This is & brief resume
of his life and shows how, with
grit and determination ail can
overcome the difficnlties in life,
and make them the stepping-
stones to success.

We have had an example of the
loyalty to Trulh in the lale

b}

“CGrandpa’” Nation—Ifor so he
was leving ly called in the Ly-
ceums. In the May “‘Message”
he wrote a last appeal to the Ly-
ceumists to carry aloft the ‘Ban-
ner; of Truth, after he passed on
and I feel sure that for his sake,
in recognition of the gréat work
he did, the Lyceumists every-
where will make a big rally, and
not only carry on themselves but
will induce others to join the
ranks and make the ILycoum
movement in New Zealand some-
thing to be proud of.—Yours, in
the cause of Truth,

{Miss) R. BURGESS.
National Conductor of Lyceums.
LYCEUM SESSION:
Hymn, 384-—‘A Cheer for the

Workers.”

Lord’s Prayer (sung).

Lycesm Salute (optional).

Roll Call—Pearls by cach.

Sitver Chain Reading, No. 3.—
“The Workers Win.'’

Golden Chain Reading, No. 121
—'The Unity and Eternity of
Labour.’

Marching and Calisthenics.

Groups,

Dismissal, 113-— Benediction.’

Closing Salute—Dismiss.

Hymn No. 370—"Sparkling
Water,” makes a splendid march-
ing tune.

DUNEDIN LYCEUM RE-
PORT

Sunday, May 25th was the Tth
anniversary.  Open  session was
held and a number of visitors
were present.  Pearls by all Ly-
ceumists. after which a ‘welcome
to all’ was given by 12 scholavs.
Recitations by most of the Ly-
ceumists, after which a report of
the year's activities was read by
the conductor, then Mr W. 12,
Reynolds gave a short talk to the
children aflterwards presentiug
the prizes. This was his first visit
to pur Lyceumn and he spoke high-
iy of the work done and of the
stories he had  judged. These
stories were written by the vary-
ing grades, embodying 10, 13, 20
manual titles, according to age.

Prize-winners as fcllows:—

Fountain Group.—Ivy  Thurs-
ton 1, Rathleen Paul 2, Lorraine

Hoyne, Winifred Paul {4, An-
drew Jackson Paul 5 (Lyccum
Baby).

River and Lake Group.—ltran-
¢is Apthony 1, Roland Paul 2,
Hilda Pawl 3. Colin Bachep .
Irene Breoks 5.

Sea and Qcean Group.—Garnet
Asher 1, Esme Morgan 2, Irene
Bachop 3, Kenneth Brooks (pass),
Joan Hargreaves {100 per cent)
during shost period.

Beacon and Banner.—Dulcis
Prattley 1, Margarct Robinson =

-y

Jean McConnell 3. Edith Robin-

son 4, Mavis Dobbin 5, Kitty
Dobbin 6.

Star and Excelsior.—Ecdith
Asher 1, Jim Robinson 2, Mar-

garet Asher (pass), Jean Robin-
son (pass). IHazel Prattley (spe-
cial consolation).

Liberty.—Mrs Asher, Mr Gore,
Mrs McConnell, Mrs Paul.

Specials.— {Essay, 13 to 10
years): Edith Asher (13) 1, Hazel
Prattley {14) 2, Jean Robinson
(14) H.C.

10 to 12 years,—Margarct Rob-
inson (12) 1. Edith Robinson (1
B

8 to 9 years.—Esmc Morgan (%)
1, Joan Hargreaves (3) 2.

Best Conduct.—{Silver badge
by Mr Baird: John Robinson {11),
(hook) MrsDay, Roland Paul (8.

Highest marks by Mrs McCon-
nell: (Girl) Edith Asher; (boy)
Garnet Asher.

Presented by Mrs Asher,
Marching and Callisthenics:—

Over 11 years.—Dulcle Prattley

Under 10 years.—Joan Har-
sreaves.

Mr Stables. Church vice-presid-
ent. on behalf of the adult Ly-
cemnisls presented the Cenduclor
with a nice pair of brown rappa
vloves. It was & most enjoyable
alternoon, and after a vole of
thanks {o Mr Reynolds, proposed
by one senior scholar, Mr Gore,
7T vears, the closing hymn was
sung and the Benediction by Mr
Stables. Onee more we have left
belind another year’s waork. and
are looking forward te greater ac-
rivities. Greelings o all Lyceum-
ists and hest wishes for success of
“Message.”’

(Miss)y R.

for

BURGESS.
Con.-Secretary.

Geod the more Communicated.
mere abundent grows.—Milton.
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WISH ME “'BON VOVAGE”

Adieny and Au Revoir!

As you love me, let there be

No mourning when I go; _

No tearful ecyes, no hopeless
sighs, '

No woe, nar even sadness!

Indeed, 1 would not have you
sad,

For I myself shall be full glad

With. the high triumphant glad.

ness

. Or a soul made free——of God’s
sweet liberty. _ ;

No ‘window darkened, for my
own .

Will be flung wide as ne’er before

To catch the radiant impour

Of love that shall, in full, dtone

Tor all the ills that I have done,

‘And all the gdod things felt un-

" done,

Na voices hushed ! My own, full-
flushed

With an' immortal hope, will rise

In ecstacies of new-born bliss

And joyful melodies.

Rather of your sweet courtesy

Rejoice with me ' :

At my soul’s lcosing from cap-
tivity.

- Wish me ““Bon Voyage!”




S?ERITUALEST {;ﬂUR{‘H
OF NEW ZEZALAND.

, NATIONAL COUNCIL

President, Mr R. N. Ridd.

Secretary, Mr A. W, Stables,

35, Passmore Crescent, Maori
Hﬂl Dunedin.

BRANCH ( HURCHES.

AUCKLAYD —143. Kd'an«mhape road.
President, J. Toomath.

Secretary, :
" Wairiki Road, Mt. Bden.

Services every Sunday — Afternoon. 3;
ovenIug, { Pl

DUNEDIN—Trades Hall, Moray Place
President, BN, Ridd.
Secretary: Mr A. W. Stables,
35, Passmore Cres., Maori Hill

]

Services—3unday. 7 p.u. Liycéum. 2,30
p.m. Codductor, Miss B. Burgess

NEW PLYMOUTH--Courtenay street.
contiguous to Gover Street.
President, Mr 8. Norris

Secretary, Mrs E. C. Clarke,
. Normanby St., Fitzroy.

Hervices—Junday evening 7, Wednes-
day evening, 7.30.
WHRIATOHUPUH — 3eobtish Sosiety’s
Hall, Md-ﬂbllebtﬂl' strsgt.
‘President. Mr ¥. Whiteman

Secretary, Mrs. A, Heather, 142
Innes Rc.a.d 5t. Albans.

Service every Sunday evening at 7
Lyceum, Sundzy. 2.30 p.m.

i
—m

WELLINGTON—Rechabites” Hall, i25,
W iliis skreet, near Perrett’'s Corner
rresident, Mr Thos. Kirk
Secretary, C. DPeagram,
Constalbile Street,
Services—Sunday, 7 p.m.

Bo ke and Pamphles Tabls at the hall

129

ELLINGTON SPIRIT-
UALIST CHURCH {Inc)
NEW CENTURY HALL,

KENT TERRACE.

MR F. TURNER, President.
AR R. A. WEBB; Dip. S.N.U
Eng., Resident Speaker.
Sunday Services—Lyceum 2.30;

Evening, 7 p .

‘Wednesday, 8 p.m., Public Ser-
vice.
Splendid Reference berary
open to Members
GEO. BODELL,
Hon. Sec.,
7, Ribble St. Island Bay.

4

Mrs B, M. \[150;(1,_3‘
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BOOKLETS

ON SALE AT RAETIHI
DEPOT

‘Heaven Hevised,” by Mrs E. B.
Dufiy—1/3

‘Spiritualism  a  Philosophy ot
Life,” by W. H, Evans—1/3

“The IFaiths, acts and Frauds of

Religivhs History,” by T H.' Brit-
ten-—1/3

“Biblical Paz‘afiiels. of Spiritual
Phenomena,” by Hudson Guttle—2d
‘Divine Programme,” by W. H.
Evane—3d
‘What 1s bplnnmhsm, by Hud-
sen Tuttle’-3d .
“There is No Death’ A
“A Thanksgiving Sermon’ 447
“T'he Enigma of Death—»A _
Solution’™ 3d
" Does Splutuahsm e Cause
Lunacy” : i 4d
“The Chafiin Will Case 2d
“Spirit -Tdentily by the Direct
Voice'’ : 1d
““The Unseen World®’ (W
Nation) : 23
“What Does Spmtuahsm
Teach’ (Jehn Cox) C1id

“The Seven Prmc1p1es of
Spiritualism‘ Hansen’ H.

G. Heiz) T 1 4d
‘Autcbiography of Alfred '
- Ritson® o Bs

Wm. 5. WARI\TG
P.O. Box, 24, Raetihi.

”THE INTRUUEH”
by
H. Montague Crane
~ 7 Author of
“THE VOICES,” Etc.

A story that is more than a
story—short, but dramatic, A
tale based on weird things exper-
ienced by the author. Through
its pages s a sinister shadow

of diab-lical hate and murder fin- -

ally conguered by love. It gives
thrills that 4 writer of detective
stories world never thing of—he-
cause it is True!

Price 3/6, post paid 3/9

On sale by—
“The Message of Life,’”
P.O. Box, 24,
Raetihi.

{THE PSYCHIC BOOK SHOP.
- Manager - R.G. MORIER-WILLIAMS.
Proprietor - SiR A. CoNaN DOYLE.

. THIS Establishment is for the purpose

of getting Psychie, especially Spi-

ritualistic, Literature cheaply to the
public.

All Psychic Books, old And new, - op

Sale. Catalogue, with pri i;es, on apph
cation, é‘

Cheap Pamphlets a sp
Abbey Honse, Victoria sb’ London 8. W

5
i

“The Unseen World.”
Third Edition, Enlarged. :
HE OCCULT EXPERIENCES of the
Nation Family were first published
in this journal, then issued in book form.
The demand .was so great that a second
edition was printed. A copy found its way
to Canada, and the Austin Publishing
Co. in that Dommmn voluntarily pub-
lished a special edition and copyrighted
« it, The New Zealand second edition
soon ran out of print, and this before the
war started. A third edition was de-
layed owing to the high cost of printing,
but Mr Nation quietly prepared for this,
and, after delay, it is now issued, Owing
to the heavy cost of production the cost
price ot the book is 2s per copy, aé which
pries it will be posted. The hook is not
published for proﬁt

e

A limited pumber of copies of
the third edition of the above

book are still rn hand and when,

this supply 15 exhausted no fur-
ther publication will be made in
this country. Those desirous of

obtaining a copy should apply
to the—

Editor, |
“The Message of Life,”
P.O. Box, 24,
Raet1h1:

C:HRISTCHURCH SPIRITUAL—'

IST CHURCH ({Incorp.}
TRADES HALL, GLOUCESTER
STREET, CHRISTCHDRCH
Services: Sundays, 7 p.m. -

Demonstrations of Phenomena ;
Wednesday, 8 p.m
Speaker; MRS M. NORDICA
(Late of the London Spiritualists’
Alliance and the Stead Bureau)
President: Mr M, Dalziel, 19,

‘Ensor’s Road.
Secretary: Mrs M. Emerson
95 ST. ALBAN’S STREET
CHRISTCHURCI.

leted and publis hed by the pm
prietor, William Stephen Waring
of Raetihi, on Section 54, Block
4, King Street, Borough of Rae-
tihi, New Zealand.
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