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Elegant, expert and utterly up-to-date, 
this accessible yet de�nitive little book 
contains over 1,500 samples from  
New Zealand’s distinctive vocabulary.
For the �rst time since Orsman’s 1997 Dictionary of New Zealand English 
here are fresh New Zealandisms and examples of their use, from both 
historical and contemporary sources and all areas of New Zealand life. 

Elegant, expert and utterly up-to-date, the Book of New Zealand Words 
contains an informed and engaging introduction o�ering real insight into 
the development of New Zealand English, the distinctive in�uence of the 
Māori language, and the connections between society, the media and the 
words we use. �e author explores where we really get our words – from 
politics, food, sports and recreation to common and colloquial sources, 
and more.
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Victoria University of Wellington, and lecturer in the School of Linguistics 
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(2005) and the New Partridge Dictionary of Slang (9th edition). She is 
co-writer of the book Questions of Language (2011) and the fortnightly 
column ‘Watch Your Language’ in Wellington’s Dominion Post.
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