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Countries, firms, universities, and many other climate actors have increasingly been adopting net 

zero targets—declarations of intent to ensure that by a certain date these actors will make no net 

addition to the global atmospheric concentration of CO2 and other greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions. Commitment to such targets has arguably emerged as a marker of responsible action on 

climate change. However, there is often little clarity on what these targets really mean, and critics 

have argued that these targets are often formulated so that they serve as a cover for delaying 

measures that are urgently needed to address climate change. 

  

In this lecture I discuss key ethical issues connected to the idea of net zero targets, including the 

role that offsetting greenhouse gas emissions can legitimately play a role in achieving such targets. 

I’ll also touch on questions raised by the adoption, promotion, and coordination of net zero targets 

by these actors as contributions towards preventing dangerous climate change.  
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