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Key dates 

Trimester dates: 29 February to 29 June 2016 

Teaching dates: 29 February to 5 June 2016 

Easter break: 24–30 March 2016 

Mid-trimester break: 25 April to 1 May 2016 

Last assessment item due: 3 June 2016 

Study period: 6–9 June 2016 

Examination/Assessment Period: 10–29 June 2016 

Note: students who enrol in courses with examinations must be able to attend an examination at 
the University at any time during the scheduled examination period. 

 

Withdrawal dates: Refer to www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/withdrawals-refunds. 

If you cannot complete an assignment or sit a test in the last three weeks of teaching, or an 
examination, it may instead be possible to apply for an aegrotat (refer to 
www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/exams/aegrotats). 

Class times and locations 

Lectures:  Tuesdays 12-1:50 in Hunter HULT 119 
  Fridays 10-11:50 in Murphy MYLT101 

    

Tutorials 
There are no tutorials for this course.  

Names and contact details 

Course Coordinator: Cei Maslen  
Room No: MY 707   
Phone: 463 6524  
Email: Cei.Maslen@vuw.ac.nz   
Office hours: Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 in teaching weeks, and by appointment.  
 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/withdrawals-refunds
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/exams/aegrotats
mailto:Cei.Maslen@vuw.ac.nz
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Guest Lecturer: Anton Killin 
Room No: MY 715   
Email: Anton.Killin@vuw.ac.nz 
 
Guest Lecturer: Matthew Macdonald 
Room and Phone number: t.b.a. 
Email: matt-macdonald1@hotmail.com 
 
Guest Lecturer: Michael Gilchrist 
Room No.: MY 717 
Email: Michael.Gilchrist@vuw.ac.nz 
 

Communication of additional information 

This course uses Blackboard and presumes that all enrolled students have valid myvuw.ac.nz 
addresses. Please check that this account is active and you have organised email forwarding. 
Additional information and any changes to the timetable or lecture and tutorial programme will be 
advised by email, announced in lectures, and posted on the course Blackboard site. 

Prescription  

This course studies a variety of paradoxes and contemporary philosophical responses to them. 
Paradoxes to be discussed may include: Zeno’s paradoxes, the Sorites paradox, Newcombs’ 
paradox, prisoners’ dilemma, the surprise examination paradox, and the liar paradox.  

Course learning objectives (CLOs) 

Students who pass this course will be able to: 

1. integrate disciplinary knowledge and skills developed at 200 level and apply them to the study 

of philosophical paradoxes.  

2. provide original solutions, or considerations for or against established solutions, to the 
paradoxes  

3. engage in original and ethical research in philosophy under close supervision. 

Teaching format 

PHIL 371 is delivered as two 2-hour lectures per week. A Lecture Programme will be available on 
Blackboard.  

Workload 

This course has been designed on the assumption that students will devote approximately 200 
hours to it throughout the trimester. This is an average of 13 hours per week across the 12 weeks 
of trimester. This includes attendance at 24 two-hour lectures. The remainder of your time will need 
to be shared between lecture preparation and making progress on assignments. 
 
Things to consider when planning your time: 
 

 Essays and other written assignments may require enough time for location, retrieval and 
reading of a range of sources. Note-taking, planning, drafting and editing the draft will all be 
necessary before writing up a final version. 

Assessment 

Assessment items and workload per item % CLO(s) Due date 

1 Essay 1 (around 2,500 words) 40% 1, 2, 3 19 April, 10am 
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2 Essay 2 (around 2,500 words) 40% 1, 2, 3 31 May, 10am 

3 Six in-class quizzes (each 20 minutes and each 
worth 4%, dropping lowest score) 

20%  1 See below 

 

(a) Two essays   

 
WHERE TO HAND IN YOUR ESSAYS: You must submit your essay electronically via 
Blackboard. Please consult Blackboard for instructions). This electronic version may be sent to 
turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism website, and is the version that will be graded. However, as a 
back-up you must also submit a paper copy of your essay to the course coordinator (Cei) in 
class or to the School office (MY 518), prior to the due-date. 

 

ESSAY TOPICS: students may formulate their own essay topics; sample topics will be 
available on Blackboard. 

 

HOW TO WRITE YOUR ESSAYS: Students are expected to do some original research by 
identifying and engaging with relevant papers.  If you get stuck, or don’t know how to begin 
then come to see the Course Coordinator in her office hours or make an appointment to meet 
with her at your convenience.  You may request comments on a draft, provided some advance 
notice is given. See the handout “Assessment criteria” (available on BlackBoard website) for 
general advice on writing a philosophy paper. Model papers written by previous students are 
also available on request.  P. Martinich, Philosophical Writing, Blackwell, 1996 is highly 
recommended   

 

HOW YOUR ESSAYS WILL BE MARKED: See the handout “Assessment Criteria…” (at the 
front of your course reader) for a statement of the criteria that will be used in marking essays. 

   

(b) In-class quizzes, together worth 20% of total course marks.    

These are short-answer tests, taking the first 20 minutes of class time, every second Friday of 
class  (i.e. 11 March, 1 April, 15 April, 6 May, 20 May, 3 June). There will be six quizzes, but 
only your best five quiz marks will count towards your final mark. The quizzes will be on 
material from the previous lectures and you will be given review questions in advance. 

Submission and return of work 

Essays should be submitted in hard copy through the School Office essay drop-off point, Murphy 
Building (MY518) and electronically through Blackboard, together with completed cover sheet 
available on Blackboard or from the office by 10am. 
 
When marked, quizzes will initially be returned to you in lectures. Uncollected marked essays and 
quizzes will be available from the School Office Murphy (MY518), between 2.00 - 3.00 pm Monday-
Friday. 

Extensions and penalties 

Extensions 

The circumstances under which an extension will be considered are outlined in section 3.2.1 of the 

Assessment Handbook. 

(See: www.victoria.ac.nz/documents/policy/staff-policy/assessment-handbook.pdf). 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/documents/policy/staff-policy/assessment-handbook.pdf
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Penalties 

Philosophy Programme policy stipulates that late submission of essays is penalised. Late essays 
submitted without extensions having been obtained will receive a penalty of 5 points per day (or 
part thereof) late. Make-up quizzes will not be given, although the lowest quiz grade will be 
dropped for each student.  

Late submission of essays will not get a grade higher than a C- unless the student makes an 
appointment as soon as practically possible with the course coordinator to explain the lateness 
(preferably before the essay is due to be submitted).  

Set texts 

 R.M. Sainsbury, Paradoxes, 3rd Edition, Cambridge University Press, 2009.     
Available from VicBooks, www.vicbooks.co.nz 

Recommended reading  

See separate class hand-out for the schedule of assigned readings. 

Class representative 

The class representative provides a useful way to communicate feedback to the teaching staff 
during the course. A class representative will be selected at the first lecture of the course.  

Student feedback 

PHIL 371 was not evaluated in its first year, but will be evaluated this year. 

Student feedback on University courses may be found at 
www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/feedback/feedback_display.php. 

Other important information 

The information above is specific to this course. There is other important information that students 
must familiarise themselves with, including: 

 Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/exams/integrity-
plagiarism  

 Academic Progress: www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/academic-progess 
(including restrictions and non-engagement) 

 Dates and deadlines: www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/dates  

 FHSS Student and Academic Services Office: www.victoria.ac.nz/fhss/student-admin 

 Grades: www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades  

 Special passes: refer to the Assessment Handbook, at 
www.victoria.ac.nz/documents/policy/staff-policy/assessment-handbook.pdf  

 Statutes and policies including the Student Conduct Statute: 
www.victoria.ac.nz/about/governance/strategy  

 Student support: www.victoria.ac.nz/students/support  

 Students with disabilities: www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/disability  

 Student Charter: www.victoria.ac.nz/learning-teaching/learning-partnerships/student-charter  

 Subject Librarians: http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library-v2/find-your-subject-librarian  

 Terms and conditions: www.victoria.ac.nz/study/apply-enrol/terms-conditions/student-
contract  

 Turnitin: www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/wiki/index.php/Turnitin  

 University structure: www.victoria.ac.nz/about/governance/structure  

 Victoria graduate profile: www.victoria.ac.nz/learning-teaching/learning-
partnerships/graduate-profile 

 VUWSA: www.vuwsa.org.nz 

http://www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/feedback/feedback_display.php
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/exams/integrity-plagiarism
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/exams/integrity-plagiarism
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/academic-progess
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/dates
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/fhss/student-admin
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/study/progress/grades
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/documents/policy/staff-policy/assessment-handbook.pdf
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/about/governance/strategy
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/students/support
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/disability
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/learning-teaching/learning-partnerships/student-charter
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library-v2/find-your-subject-librarian
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/study/apply-enrol/terms-conditions/student-contract
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/study/apply-enrol/terms-conditions/student-contract
http://www.cad.vuw.ac.nz/wiki/index.php/Turnitin
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/about/governance/structure
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/learning-teaching/learning-partnerships/graduate-profile
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/learning-teaching/learning-partnerships/graduate-profile

