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Co-ordinator: Dr Catherine Trundle  

Level 10, Murphy Building, MY1021 

Telephone: (04) 463 5134 

E-mail: catherine.trundle@vuw.ac.nz 
 
 

Lecture: Tuesday 10-10.50am, HT LT220 

Thursday 10-11.50am HT LT220 
 
 

Tutorials: Tutorials will start in week 2 and end in week 11.  

 You will need to sign up for tutorials during the first week 

of lectures. There are three options scheduled for: 

 

 Wednesday 10.00-10.50 VZ103 

 Wednesday 11.00-11.50 VZ106 

 Wednesday 16.10-17.00 MY103 
 
 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11am-12pm, MY1021 (or at an alternative time by 

appointment) 
 

 

Support Services: The Student Services Group, at 14 Kelburn Parade, offers 

additional student learning support, disability support and 

counselling for students. 
 

 

Course Prescription 

This course introduces students to current questions in medical anthropology. It explores 

how culture shapes experiences of the body and illness, and critically examines the politics 

and ethics of modern global healthcare in a range of ethnographic settings.  

 

Course Content 

This course asks such questions as: What do the concepts ‘health’ and ‘illness’ mean in 

different cultural contexts? How is the body understood and experienced culturally? How do 

political, economic and technological systems interact with health and illness? What is the 

relationship between culture, inequality and illness? What can anthropology add to 

biomedical domains and strategies for dealing with global health issues?  

 

mailto:catherine.trundle@vuw.ac.nz
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Learning Objectives 

By the end of ANTH 315 students passing this course should be able to: 

 

1. Recall and summarise a range of foundational and contemporary concepts in 

medical anthropology, and communicate them clearly and succinctly in written 

and verbal form. 

 

2. Creatively synthesize and apply core theoretical concepts in medical anthropology 

to a range of ethnographic examples and contemporary medical issues, and 

critically evaluate the concepts’ usefulness for understanding contemporary 

medical issues. 

 

3. Critically reflect on and recognise the wider social and cultural influences affecting 

our own beliefs and practices of health, illness, the body and medicine. 

 

4. Express informed perspectives (in verbal and written form) on the relationship 

between culture, inequality and illness. 

Course Structure 

The course combines lectures and class discussions in a format that aims to guide students 

through the major topic areas. There will be opportunities for you to express your 

perspectives and you will be encouraged to engage with discussion and debate. 

Workload 

Taking into account class attendance, reading for tutorials, assignment preparation and so 

on, students should spend around 13 hours per week working for ANTH 315. 

Essential Texts 

ANTH 315 uses articles and book chapters compiled into Student Notes, which can be 

purchased from the Student Notes distribution centre.  

All undergraduate textbooks and student notes will be sold from the Memorial Theatre foyer 

from 13 February to 16 March 2012, while postgraduate textbooks and student notes will be 

available from the top floor of vicbooks in the Student Union Building, Kelburn Campus. 

After week two of the trimester all undergraduate textbooks and student notes will be sold 

from vicbooks on Level 4 of the Student Union Building. 

Customers can order textbooks and student notes online at www.vicbooks.co.nz or can email 

an order or enquiry to enquiries@vicbooks.co.nz. Books can be couriered to customers or 

they can be picked up from nominated collection points at each campus. Customers will be 

contacted when they are available. 

https://webmail.vuw.ac.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=fe41b5e7e2e74a4190448476d33ca370&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vicbooks.co.nz
https://webmail.vuw.ac.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=fe41b5e7e2e74a4190448476d33ca370&URL=mailto%3aenquiries%40vicbooks.co.nz
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Opening hours are 8.00 am – 6.00 pm, Monday – Friday during term time (closing at 5.00 pm 

in the holidays). Phone: 463 5515. 
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Lecture outline and tutorial readings 

Week 1: Introduction 

  Lecture 1: Intro to course. 

  Lecture 2: What are ‘sickness’, ‘illness’ and ‘disease’, and what does  

  culture have to do with them? 

 

Tutorial Readings: Fadiman, A. 1997. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall 

Down: a Hmong Child, her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures.  

New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Pp.  20-31, 38-59. 

 

 

Week 2:  A sociocultural approach to health 

 Lecture 1: The culture-bound syndrome: is this a useful framework to 

 think about illness? 

 Lecture 2: The role of healers, the documentary The Split Horn. 

 

 Tutorial Reading: Balshem, M. 1993. Cancer in the Community: Class and 

Medical Authority.  Washington and London: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

Pp. 91-124. 

 

Week 3:  A sociocultural approach to health: a case study 

 Lecture 1: Mental illness and depression. 

 Lecture 2: Mental illness and depression cont. 

 

 Tutorial reading: Obeyesekere, G. 1985. Chapter 4: Depression,  

 Buddhism, and the Work of Culture in Sri Lanka, in Culture and Depression: 

Studies in the Anthropology and Cross Cultural Psychiatry of Affect and Disorder. 

Edited by A. Kleinman and B. Good. Los Angeles: University of California 

Press. Pp. 134-152. 

 

Week 4:  A sociocultural approach to health: a case study cont. 

 Lecture 1: Mental illness and depression cont.,  

 Lecture 2: Summary of key theme of this topic, plus discussion of first 

 assignment. 

 

 Tutorial reading: Watters, E. 2010. Chapter 4: The Mega-Marketing of 

Depression in Japan, in Crazy Like Us: The Globalization of the American Psyche. 

New York: Free Press. Pp. 187-248. 

 

Week 5:  Biopower: key thinkers 

 Lecture 1: What is biopower? Foucault’s ideas. 

 Lecture 2: Biopower cont.  
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  Tutorial reading: Orwell, G. 1968 [1946]. How the Poor Die, in Shooting an 

Elephant and Other Essays. London: Penguin Group. Pp. 277-290 

 

Week 6:  Biopower: how the sick gaining recognition and legitimacy.  

 Lecture 1: Biological Citizenship 

 Lecture 2: biocitizens: Nuclear test veterans  

  

 Tutorial reading: Das, V. 1995. Chapter 6: Suffering, Legitimacy and  

 Healing: The Bhopal Case. In Critical Events: An Anthropological Perspective on 

Contemporary India. Delhi, India: Oxford University Press. Pp. 137-174. 

 

Week 7:  Biopower: Communities of illness and biological citizenship 

 Lecture 1: Biosociality. 

 Lecture 2: Giorgio Agamben, states of exception and excluded   

 communities, followed by a short documentary from the series Unnatural 

Causes: Is Inequality Making us Sick? 

 

 Tutorial readings:  Biehl, J. 2007. Chapter 14: A Life: Between Psychiatric 

Drugs and Social Abandonment, in Subjectivity: Ethnographic Investigations. 

Edited by J. Biehl, B. Good, and A. Kleinman. Los Angeles: University of 

California Press. Pp. 397-421. 

 

 Petryna, A. 2002. Chapter 4: Illness as Work: Human Market Transition, in Life 

Exposed: Biological Citizens after Chernobyl. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press. Pp. 82-114. 

 

Week 8:  Biopower: poverty, health and human rights 

 Lecture 1: More of the documentary series Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality 

Making us Sick? 

 Lecture 2: A class discussion on inequality and health in New Zealand, 

followed by a further case study of inequality: AIDS in Brazil. 

 

 Tutorial readings:  Farmer, P. 2000. Chapter 3: Invisible Women: Class, 

Gender and HIV. In Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues. Los 

Angeles: University of California Press. Pp. 59-93. 

 

 Biehl, J. 2007. Excerpts: ‘A New World of Help’ and ‘Lives’, in Will to 

 Live: AIDS Therapies and the Politics of Survival. Princeton and Oxford: 

Princeton University Press. Pp. 7-18, 22-29, 33-36 

 

Week 9:  Bioethics: pharmaceutical ethics 

 Lecture 1: What would an anthropological approach to/critique of global 

 bioethics look like?  

 Lecture 2: The ethics of pharmaceutical patents and access, and the 

 global drug trial industry. 
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 Tutorial readings: Reynolds Whyte, S., M. A. Whyte, L. Meinert, and B. 

 Kyaddondo 2007. Treating AIDS: Dilemmas of Unequal Access in  Uganda, in 

Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets, Practices, Edited by A. Petryna, A. 

Lakoff, and A. Kleinman. Boston: Duke University Press. Pp. 240-287. 

 

Mattes, D.  2011. ‚We are just supposed to be quiet‛: the production of 

adherence to antiretroviral treatment in urban Tanzania. Medical Anthropology 

30(2): 158-182 

 

Week 10:  Genetics, Choice and Property  

 Lecture 1:  The ethics and politics of biobanking and bioprospecting. 

 Lecture 2: The power of the gene, Documentary Pieces of Me: Prevention, Cure 

or Madness. 

 

 Tutorial reading: Hamdy, S. F. 2008. When the State and your Kidneys Fail: 

Political Etiologies in an Egyptian Dialysis Ward. American Ethnologist 35(4): 

553-569. 

 

Week 11:  The ethics of genetic testing 

 Lecture 1: Prenatal genetic screening. 

 Lecture 2: Summing up the course, Exam preparation 

  

 Tutorial reading: Rapp, R. 1998. Refusing Prenatal Diagnosis: The Multiple 

Meanings of Biotechnology in a Multicultural World. Science, Technology and 

Human Values 23(1): 45-70. 

 

Week 12:  Summing up and exam preparation 

 Lecture 1: Documentary Burden of Knowledge: Moral Dilemmas in Prenatal 

Testing 

 Lecture 2:  Preparation Quiz 
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Course Assessment 

ANTH 315 is assessed by a combination of coursework and an exam. This range of 

assessment is linked directly to the course objectives.  

 

Assignment 1:   Research Essay   30%   

Due date: Friday 27th April 4pm 

(Linked to learning objectives 2 and 3) 

Assignment 2:   Ethnography Critique Essay 30%   

Due date: Wednesday 6th June 4pm 

(Linked to learning objectives 2 and 4) 

 

Exam (3 hours)      40%   

Date: TBC, between the 15th June and 4th July   

(Linked to learning objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4) 
 

 
How to Submit Assignments 1 and 2 
 

You must submit your papers in two ways. 

1)  

Submit to Turnitin electronically by the due date (see pg 10 of this outline for details 

on Turnitin). The turnitin link is on Blackboard under the ‘Assessment’ folder. 

  

AND 

 

2)  

Submit a paper copy to the assignment box at the SACS Office, level 9 Murphy 

building by the due date. 

Your paper copy must include: 

1) A completed cover sheet on the front. 

2) The assignment marking guide that is included in the back of this outline. Attach it 

to the back of your essay. 
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Research Essay Weighting: 30% 

Due date: Friday 27th April, 4pm Word limit: 2500-3000 

 

Choose one of the below essay questions. Some have been left purposefully broad, and you 

will need to narrow down the question by focusing on one or a limited number of 

ethnographic case studies. In consultation with the lecturer, you may construct your own 

research essay question, or alter a question listed below. 
 

1)  In the 20th century many governments began implementing population control policies, 

utilising such practices as abortion, prenatal scanning, and gender screening technologies in 

order to govern populations. Utilise Foucault’s theories of biopower to explore one 

ethnographic case study. Critically examine the strengths and limitations of the biopower 

model to explain your chosen case study.  

 

2) For expecting parents, what moral dilemmas does prenatal genetic testing present, and what 

cultural values do these moral debates expose? 

 

3) How is ‘risk’ understood and managed in the clinical pharmaceutical trials industry by the 

different groups involved? What cultural ideals underpin these notions of risk? 

 

4) How do HIV Anti Retro Viral drugs shape the identities, social relations, and daily lives of 

those who depend on them? 

 

5) In China, patients are increasingly being diagnosed with depression. How is this phenomenon 

influenced by changing social conditions, transforming healthcare arrangements and 

ideologies, and changing perceptions of the body, mind and self? 

 
6) Medical students must be taught to see the body, disease and healing in a particular way. 

Choose one ethnographic case study of medical education and examine the core cultural 

ideologies and social practices that are instilled in students.  

 

7) In the last 30 years patients suffering a range of medical conditions and diseases have 

mobilised into social movements and have fought for wider social recognition and greater 

access to healthcare and medicine. Theories of biosociality or biological citizenship offer 

explanations for this rise. Choose one ethnographic case study and critically examine the 

strengths and limitations of biosocial/biocitizenship models to explain the social movement 

you have chosen.  

 
8) The medical treatment of intersex conditions in babies increasingly provokes debate between 

doctors, advocates and parents. What competing cultural ideals about gender, sexuality and 

the body do these medical interventions and debates reveal? 

 

9) Increasing numbers of children globally are being diagnosed with Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). What cultural ideas and social changes have influenced this 

rise?   

 

10) Rates of plastic surgery continue to rise in many ‘developing’ countries experiencing social 

and economic transformation, such as China, India, Brazil and Russia. Choose one 

ethnographic case study and explore how aesthetic medicine intersects with ideas about 

progress, modernity, and the body.  
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11) Modern medicine and palliative care seeks to extend life, but at what social and individual 

costs? How does our medical fight against death impact our ability to live well and die well? 

 

12) Medical tourism is a growth industry in many ‘developing’ countries, such as Mexico, Brazil, 

Thailand and India. This industry offers cheaper, sometimes more experimental, medical 

services to westerners than are available to them in their home societies. Focusing on one 

ethnographic case study, explore how these industries are reshaping the healthcare systems of 

developing and developed nations and transnational political economies of health.  

 

13) The last 30 years has seen a rise in companies and governments carrying out ‘bioprospecting’ 

and creating ‘biobanks’ of genetic materials belonging to certain disease groups, or national 

and ethnic populations. These databases raise provocative ethical questions about privacy and 

profits. Choose one case study and examine how such practices are transforming our cultural 

ideas about property and the body.   

 

14) Different religious traditions, such as Christianity, Buddhism or Islam, have in the last few 

decades responded to medical advances (such as new reproductive technologies) by 

developing their own bioethics. Choose one religious and ethnographic case study. How do 

such emerging bioethics intersect with, contradict and challenge the cultural assumptions of 

secular medical bioethics? 

 

15) Many people with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease are now treated using biomedical 

techniques and modern care arrangement. How is personhood and agency attributed or 

denied to people with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease in these settings? 

 

16) Shamanic and indigenous healing systems are utilised in many societies. Patients and healers 

in these cultures claim that these systems effectively treat illnesses. Choose one such healing 

system. Utilise theories of embodiment and/or a phenomenological approach to understand 

how the healing system acts on the body to promote health.  
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Ethnography Critique Essay Weighting: 30% 

Due date: Wednesday 6th June, 4pm  Word limit 2500-3000 

This assignment requires you to read one of the five below-listed ethnographies and write a 

critique. Begin by offering a succinct summary of the author’s main discussions, arguments 

and ethnographic examples to illustrate that you have read the book. Then for the main body 

of the essay provide a critique of the author’s theoretical assumptions and methodological 

approaches. There will be a wide number of points you can make for each book, so you will 

need to choose one or several points to make that shows an in-depth engagement with the 

book’s themes and the author’s aims. To do well in this assignment you will need to engage 

with a broad theme that spans across the chapters (not just, for example, a topic dealt with in 

one chapter) and draw on material from throughout the book in a creative and synthesising 

way. For example, you could choose to offer a different interpretation of the author’s 

ethnographic data, showing how an alternative theoretical approach/analytical framework 

opens up new interpretations and reveals the ethnographic phenomenon differently. Or you 

could argue that an assumption of the author regarding health, wellness, illness or culture 

shapes and limits his/her argument. Alternatively, you could focus on the author’s 

methodological approach, assumptions and field experiences, demonstrating how these 

produced the data and formed the subsequent analysis in a particular way. Remember that a 

‘critique’ does not mean just being critical, but rather means discussing the strengths and 

limitations of the author’s assumptions and approaches with regard to how well they reveal 

the nature and experience of illness and health.  

 

Books to choose from: 

(There are two copies of each of these books on 7 day loan in the library, you can also buy or 

order a new copy through Vic Books, or buy a second-hand copy from Amazon, The Book 

Depository or other online bookstores. Check delivery timeframes.) 

 

Abadie, Roberto 2010 The Professional Guinea Pig: Big Pharma and the Risky World of Human 

Subjects. Durham and London: Duke University Press. 

 

Balshem, Martha 1993 Cancer in the Community: Class and Medical Authority. Washington and 

London: Smithsonian Institution Press. 

 

Dettwyler, Katherine 1994 Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa. Prospect Heights, 

IL: Waveland.  

 

Fadiman, Anne 1998 The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, her American 

Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. New York, NY: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.  

 

Petryna, Adriana 2002 Life Exposed: Biological Citizens after Chernobyl. New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press.  

 
  



ANTH 315: Course Outline  11 Trimester 1, 2012 

 

Exam Weighting: 40% 

Date TBC, between the 15th June and 4th July   3 hours 

The examination will be designed to enable evaluation of your knowledge and 

understanding of the course material in relation to the aims and objectives outlined above. 

More information will be available closer to the exam during lectures, tutorials and on 

Blackboard. The exam will consist of one essay question. You will be able to utilise material 

covered in lectures, readings, tutorials, and AV presentations in answering this question. To 

do well you will need to demonstrate proficiency with both theory and ethnography. 

Assessment Guidelines 

For more detail on the criteria by which you will be assessed for each assignment, read 

carefully the marking guides at the back of this course outline.  

Use of Turnitin 

Student work provided for assessment in this course will be checked for academic integrity 

by the electronic search engine: http://www.turnitin.com  

Turnitin is an online plagiarism prevention tool which identifies material that may have been 

copied from other sources including the Internet, books, journals, periodicals or the work of 

other students. Turnitin is used to assist academic staff in detecting misreferencing, 

misquotation, and the inclusion of unattributed material, which may be forms of cheating or 

plagiarism. At the discretion of the School, handwritten work may be copy typed by the 

School and subject to checking by Turnitin. You are strongly advised to check with your 

tutor or the course coordinator if you are uncertain about how to use and cite material from 

other sources. Turnitin will retain a copy of submitted materials on behalf of the University 

for detection of future plagiarism, but access to the full text of submissions will not be made 

available to any other party. 

Withdrawal dates 

Information on withdrawals and refunds may be found at 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/admisenrol/payments/withdrawlsrefunds.aspx 

Extensions 

Extensions will be granted to students prior to submission date due to serious and justifiable 

circumstances. Extensions for up to 4 days can be obtained from the lecturer, Catherine 

Trundle via email. For longer extensions please arrange to speak with Catherine in person. 

Mandatory Course Requirements 

To meet mandatory course requirements you must:  

 Submit the Research Essay  

 Submit the Ethnography Critique Essay  

 Sit the Exam 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/admisenrol/payments/withdrawlsrefunds.aspx
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Communication of additional information  

Additional information will be communicated in lectures and on BlackBoard.  
 

Class Representative 

A class representative will be recruited in consultation with the class at the beginning of the 

course. The class representative’s name and contact details will be available to the Victoria 

University of Wellington Students’ Association (VUWSA), the course coordinator and the 

class (on BlackBoard). The class representative provides a communication channel to liaise 

with the course coordinator on behalf of students. 
 

School Assignment Cover Sheet 

Please include a School Assignment Cover sheet when submitting your assignments.  You 

may wish to have your own front sheet, but please ensure you place the School’s cover sheet 

on the top as this ensures critical identifying information is provided.  A sample School 

Assignment Cover sheet is at the end of this Outline.  Further copies may be found at the 

School Administration office, and on the Assignment Box, on level 9 of Murphy building. 

Students MUST keep a copy of every written assignment 

Unless students have followed this procedure, the School will not accept responsibility for 

pieces of written work claimed to have been handed in. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Academic integrity means that university staff and students, in their teaching and learning 

are expected to treat others honestly, fairly and with respect at all times. It is not acceptable 

to mistreat academic, intellectual or creative work that has been done by other people by 

representing it as your own original work. 

Academic integrity is important because it is the core value on which the University’s 

learning, teaching and research activities are based. Victoria University’s reputation for 

academic integrity adds value to your qualification. 

The University defines plagiarism as presenting someone else’s work as if it were your own, 

whether you mean to or not. ‘Someone else’s work’ means anything that is not your own 

idea. Even if it is presented in your own style, you must acknowledge your sources fully and 

appropriately. This includes: 

 Material from books, journals or any other printed source 

 The work of other students or staff 

 Information from the internet 



ANTH 315: Course Outline  13 Trimester 1, 2012 

 Software programs and other electronic material 

 Designs and ideas 

 The organisation or structuring of any such material 

Find out more about plagiarism, how to avoid it and penalties, on the University’s website: 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism.aspx 

 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism.aspx
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Where To Find More Detailed Information 

Find key dates, explanations of grades and other useful information at 

www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study. Find out how academic progress is monitored and how 

enrolment can be restricted at www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/academic-progress. Most 

statutes and policies are available at www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about/policy, except 

qualification statutes, which are available via the Calendar webpage at 

www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/calendar.aspx (See Section C). 

 

Other useful information for students may be found at the website of the Assistant Vice-

Chancellor (Academic), at www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about_victoria/avcacademic. 

 

Information for Māori Students: 

www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/slss/infofor/maoristudents.aspx or 

www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/tpa/index  

 

Information for Pasifika students: 

www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/slss/infofor/pasifikastudents.aspx or 

www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/tpa/index 

Other Contact Information 

Head of School: Dr Allison Kirkman, MY1013 

  Tel: 463 5676  E-m: allison.kirkman@vuw.ac.nz 

International Student Liaison: Dr Hal Levine MY1023 

  Tel: 463 6132  E-m: hal.levine@vuw.ac.nz 

Maori and Pacific Student Liaison: Dr Trevor Bradley, MY1101 

Tel: 463 5432  E-m: trevor.bradley@vuw.ac.nz 

Students with Disabilities Liaison: Dr Russil Durrant, MY1120 

  Tel: 463 9980  E-m: russil.durrant@vuw.ac.nz 

School Manager: Carol Hogan, MY918 

  Tel: 463 6546 E-m: carol.hogan@vuw.ac.nz 

School Administrators: Monica Lichti, Alison Melling, Helen Beaglehole 

  MY921, Tel: 463 5317, 463 5258, 463 5677 

  E-m: sacs@vuw.ac.nz 

  

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/academic-progress
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/calendar.aspx
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about_victoria/avcacademic
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/slss/infofor/maoristudents.aspx
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/tpa/index
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/slss/infofor/pasifikastudents.aspx
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/st_services/tpa/index
mailto:allison.kirkman@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:hal.levine@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:trevor.bradley@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:russil.durrant@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:carol.hogan@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:sacs@vuw.ac.nz
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MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Below are some sources that might be useful for essays: the list is not exhaustive. Make sure 

you conduct your own catalogue, database and journal searches for your specific essay 

topics. 

 

Useful journals to consult: 

 Medical Anthropology 

 Medical Anthropology Quarterly 

 Anthropology and Medicine 

 Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry 

 Social Science and Medicine 

 American Ethnologist 

 American Anthropologist 

 Cultural Anthropology 

 Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 

 Current Anthropology 

 Ethnos 

 Ethos (social and psychological anthropology) 

 

General readings 

Excellent introductory texts for medical anthropology 

Good, B. et al. (Eds) 2010 A Reader in Medical Anthropology.  Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell. (A 

collection of important medical anthropology articles) 

Joralemon, D. 1999 Exploring Medical Anthropology. Massachusetts: Allyn and Bacon. (A concise and 

insightful introduction to medical anthropology) 

Lock, M and N. Vinh-Kim 2010 An Anthropology of Biomedicine. Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell. 

(Excellent sections on new reproductive technologies, population control policies, organ 

donation, genetics and the commodification of the body) 

 

 

Baer, H., Singer M., and Susser, I. 2003 Medical Anthropology and the World System. London: Praeger 

Publishers. 

Fitzgerald, R. and Park, J. 2003 Issues in the Practice of Medical Anthropology in the Antipodes. 

SITES NS 1(1): 1-29. 

Hahn, R. A. 1996 Sickness and Healing: An Anthropological Perspective. New Haven, CT: Yale 

University Press. 

Hahn, R. and Inhorn, M. 2009 Anthropology and Public Health: Bridging Differences in Culture and 

Society. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Helman, C. 2000 Culture, Health and Illness. Oxford: Butterworth-Heinemann. 

Lindenbaum, S. and Lock, M. 1993 Knowledge, Power, and Practice: The Anthropology of Medicine and 

Everyday Life. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
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Loustaunau, M. and Sobo, E. 1997 The Cultural Context of Health, Illness, and Medicine. Westport: 

Bergin and Garvey. 

Lupton, D. 2003 Medicine as Culture: Illness, Disease and the Body in Western Societies. London and 

New York: Sage Publications Ltd. 

Reynolds Whyte, S., van der Geest, S. and Hardon, A. (Eds) 2003 Social Lives of Medicines. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Sargent, C., and Johnson, T. 1996 Handbook of Medical Anthropology: Contemporary Theory and Method. 

California: Greenwood Press. 

Singer, M. and Baer, H. 1995 Critical Medical Anthropology. Amityville: Baywood. 

Strathern, A. and Stewart, P. 1999 Curing and Healing: Medical Anthropology in Global Perspective. 

Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press. 

Whyte, S., Van der Geest, S. and Hardon, A. 2002 Social Lives of Medicines. London and New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

Inequality and illness 

Comaroff, J. and Comaroff, J. 1992 Medicine, Colonialism, and the Black Body. Ethnography and the 

Historical Imagination. Westview Press. Pp. 215-234. 

Das, V. 2007 Life and Words: Violence and the Descent into the Ordinary. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Dettwyler, K. 1994 Dancing Skeletons: Life and Death in West Africa. Illinois: Waveland Prospect 

Heights. 

Farmer, P. 1999 Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues. Berkeley: University of California 

Press 

Farmer, P. 1997 On suffering and structural violence: a view from below. In A. Kleinman, V. Das 

and M. Lock (Eds) Social Suffering. Berkeley: University of California Press. Pp. 261-284. 

Farmer, P. 2002 Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the War on the Poor. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 

Feierman, S. and Janzen, J. 1992 The Social Basis of Health and Healing in Africa. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Manderson, L. and Smith-Morris, C. 2010 Chronic Conditions, Fluid States: Chronicity and the 

Anthropology of Illness. Chapel Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Maternowska, M. 2006 Reproducing Inequities: Poverty and the Politics of Population in Haiti. Chapel 

Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Townsend, P., Phillimore, P. and Beattie, A. 1988 Health and Deprivation: Inequality and the North. 

New York: Routledge . 

Walters, V. 1979 Class Inequality and Health Care. London: Croom Helm. 

Wood, D. (Ed.) 2008 Economics of Health and Wellness: Anthropological Perspectives. London: Elsevier. 
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Death and aging 

Bird, D.N and T.  Israeli 2010. A moment dead, a moment alive: how a situational personhood 

emerges in the vegetative state in an Israeli hospital unit. American Anthropologist 112(1): 

1548-1433. 

Bluebond-Langner, M. 1980 The Private Worlds of Dying Children. New Jersey: Princeton University 

Press. 

Bluebond-Langner, M. 2000 In the Shadow of Illness: Parents and Siblings of the Chronically Ill Child. 

New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Cohen, L. 1992 Old Age: cultural and critical perspectives. Annual Review of Anthropology 23: 137-158. 

Diamond, Tim 1992 Making Gray Gold: Narratives of Nursing Home Care. Chicago: Chicago University 

Press.  

Kaufman , S. 2005 And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life. New York: Scribner 

Kaufman, S. and L. Morgan 2005 The anthropology of the beginnings and ends of life. Annual Review 

of Anthropology 34: 317-341. 

Leibing, A. and Cohen, L. 2006 Thinking About Dementia: Culture, Loss, and the Anthropology of Senility. 

Chapel Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Lock, M. and Kaufert, P. 2001 Menopause, Local Biologies, and Cultures of Aging. American Journal 

of Human Biology 13(4): 494-504. 

Lock, M. 2007 On Dying Twice: Culture, Technology and the Determination of Death. In Jost, T. S.  

(Ed.) Readings in Comparative Health Law and Bioethics. Second Edition. Durham, NC: Carolina 

Academic Press. Pp. 93-98. 

Seymour, J. 2001 Critical moments: death and dying in intensive care. Buckingham, and Philadelphia: 

Open University Press. 

Scheper-Hughes, N. 1993 Death without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 

Shield, Reneé Rose 1988. Uneasy Endings: Daily Life in an American Nursing Home. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press.  

Sokolovsky, J. 2009 The cultural context of aging: worldwide perspectives. Westport, Conn.: Praeger. 

Solimeo, S. 2009 With Shaking Hands: Aging with Parkinson's disease in America's Heartland. Chapel 

Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Taylor, J.S. 2008 On recognition, caring and dementia. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 22(4): 313-335. 

Turner, B. S. 2009 Can we live forever? A sociological and moral inquiry. New York: Anthem Press, 

London.  

 

Gender  

Doyal, L. 1995 What Makes Women Sick: Gender and the Political Economy of Health. Basingstoke: 

Macmillan. 

Fee, E. and Krieger, N. (Eds) 1994 Women's Health, Politics, and Power: Essays on Sex/Gender, Medicine, 

and Public Health. Amityville: Baywood. 
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Fine, Cordelia. 2010 Delusions of gender: how our minds, society, and neurosexism create difference. New 

York: W. W. Norton. (Intersex) 

 Karkazis, K. 2008 Fixing Sex: Intersex, Medical Authority, and Lived Experience. Durham: Duke 

University Press 

Lorber, J. and Moore, L. 2002 Gender and the Social Construction of Illness. Los Angeles: Sage. 

Martin, E. 1991 The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has Constructed a Romance Based on 

Stereotypical Male- Female Roles. Signs 16(3): 485–501 

Pollard, T., and Hyatt, S. (Eds) 1999 Sex, Gender, and Health. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Rapp, R. 1993 Reproduction and Gender Hierarchy: Amniocentesis in Contemporary America. In B. 

Miller (Ed.), Sex and Gender Hierarchies. Chicago: Chicago University Press. 

Sabo, D. and Gordon, D. (Eds) 1995 Men's Health and Illness: Gender, Power and the Body. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage. 

 

 

Mental health and depression 

Biehl, J. 2005 Vita: Life in a Zone of Abandonment. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Caplan, P. 1996 They Say You're Crazy: How the World's Most Powerful Psychiatrists Decide Who's 

Normal. Cambridge and New York: Da Capo Press. 

Ecks, S. 2005 Pharmaceutical citizenship: antidepressant marketing and the promise of 

demarginalization in India. Anthropology & Medicine 12 (3): 239-254  

Foucault, M., Lagrange, J. and Burchell, G. 2008 Psychiatric Power: Lectures at the College de France, 

1973--1974. New York: Picador.  

Jenkins, J., and Barrett, R. 2004 Schizophrenia, Culture, and Subjectivity: The Edge of Experience. London 

and New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Kleinman, A. and Good, B. (Eds) 1986 Culture and Depression: Studies in the Anthropology and Cross-

cultural Psychiatry of Affect and Disorder. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Kleinman, A. 1986 Social Origins of Distress and Disease: Depression, Neurasthenia and Pain in Modern 

China, New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Kleinman , A., Y. Yunxiang, J. Jing, L. Sing and E. Zhang 2011 Deep China: The Moral Life of the Person. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Luhrmann, T. 2000 Of Two Minds: The Growing Disorder in American Psychiatry. New York: Knopf 

Lakoff, A. 2005 Pharmaceutical Reason: Knowledge and Value in Global Psychiatry. London and New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 

Lewis, B. 2006 Moving Beyond Prozac, DSM, and the New Psychiatry: The birth of Postpsychiatry. 

Michigan: University of Michigan Press. 

Littlewood, R. 2002 Pathologies of the West: An Anthropology of Mental Illness in Europe and America. 

London: Burns and Oates. 

Pinto, Sarah 2009 Crises of Commitment: Ethics of Intimacy, Kin, and Confinement in Global 

Psychiatry Medical Anthropology 28(1): 1-10. 

Scheper-Hughes, N. 2001 Saints, Scholars, and Schizophrenics: Mental illness in Rural Ireland. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 

http://victoria.lconz.ac.nz/vwebv/search?searchArg=Fine,%20Cordelia.&searchCode=NAME&searchType=4
http://www.amazon.com/Katrina-Karkazis/e/B001JSD8T2/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
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Schull, N. D. 2006 Machines, Medication, Modulation: Circuits of Dependency and Self-Care In Las 

Vegas. Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 30(2): 223-247. 

Sing, L. 1999 Diagnosis postponed: Shenjing Shuairuo and the transformation of psychiatry in post 

Mao China. Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 23(3): 349-380. 

 

Technologies of health 

Casper, M. J. and Moore, L. J. 2009 Calculated Losses: Taking the Measure of Infant Mortality. In 

Missing Bodies: The Politics of Visibility. New York: New York University Press. Pp. 57-78. 

Dumit, J. 2004 Picturing Personhood: Brain Scans and Biomedical Identity. New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press. 

Landecker, H. 2007 Culturing Life: how cells became technologies. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 

Lock, M., Young, A. and Cambrosio, A. (Eds) 2002 Living and Working with the New Medical 

Technologies: Intersections of Inquiry. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Lock, M. and Franklin, S. (Eds) 2003 Remaking Life and Death: Towards an Anthropology of the 

Biosciences Santa Fe: School of American Research. 

Mol, A. 2007 The Body Multiple. Durham: Duke University Press. 

 

The politics of reproduction 

Birenbaum-Carmeli, D. and Inhorn, M. 2009 Assisting Reproduction, Testing Genes: Global Encounters 

with New Biotechnologies. London: Berghahn Books. 

Buchbinder, M. and S. Timmermans 2011 Medical Technologies and the Dream of the Perfect 

Newborn. Medical Anthropology 30(1): 56-80 

Cahill, L. and Farley, M. 1995 Embodiment, Morality, and Medicine. Boston: Kluwer Academic 

Publishers. (new reproductive technologies) 

Carsten, J. 2004 After Kinship. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Dikötter, F. 1998 Imperfect Conceptions: Medical knowledge, Birth Defects, and Eugenics in China. New 

York: Columbia University Press. 

Edwards, J. et al. 1999 Technologies of Procreation: Kinship in the Age of Assisted Conception. London: 

Routledge.  

Franklin, S. 1997 Embodied Progress: A Cultural Account of Assisted Conception. London: Routledge.  

Franklin, S. & H. Ragone (eds) 1998 Reproducing Reproduction. Kinship, Power and Technological 

Innovation. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Franklin, S. and Roberts, C. 2006 Born and Made: An Ethnography of Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis. 

New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Gammeltoft, T. 2007 Prenatal Diagnosis in Postwar Vietnam: Power, Subjectivity, and Citizenship. 

American Anthropologist 109(1): 153-163.  

Gammeltoft, T. M. 2008 Figures of Transversality: State Power and Prenatal Screening in 

contemporary Vietnam. American Ethnologist 35(4): 570-587. 

Greenhalgh, S. 1994 Controlling Births and Bodies in Village China. American Ethnologist 21(1): 3-30. 
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Greenhalgh, S. 2008 Just One Child: Science and Policy in Deng's China. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Greenhalgh, S. and Winckler, E. A. 2005 Governing China's Population: from Leninist to Neoliberal 

Biopolitics. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Greenhalgh, S. 2010 Cultivating Global Citizens: Population in the Rise of China. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press. 

Inhorn, M. 1994 Quest for Conception: Gender, Infertility, and Egyptian Medical Traditions. Pennsylvania: 

University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Ivry, T. 2009 Embodying Culture: Pregnancy in Japan and Israel. Chapel Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Nie Jing-Bao 2005 Behind the Silence: Chinese Voices on Abortion. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers 

Ragoné, H. 1996 Chasing the blood tie: surrogate mothers, adoptive mothers and fathers. American 

Ethnologist 23(2): 352-365. 

Rapp, R. and Ginsburg, F. (Eds) 1995 Conceiving the New World Order: The Global Politics of 

Reproduction. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Rapp, R. 2000 Testing Women, Testing the Fetus: The Social Impact of Amniocentesis in America. New 

York: Routledge.  

Rothenberg, K, and Thomson, E. 1994 Women and Prenatal Testing: Facing the Challenges of Genetic 

Technology. Columbus: Ohio State University Press. 

Tarlo, Emma. 2000 Body and Space in a Time of Crisis: Sterilization and Resettlement during the 

Emergency in Delhi. In V. Das, A. Kleinman, M. Ramphele and P. Reynolds (Eds) Violence 

and Subjectivity. Los Angeles: University of California Press. Pp. 242-270. 

Taylor, J. 2008 The Public Life of the Fetal Sonogram: Technology, Consumption, and the Politics of 

Reproduction. Chapel Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Teman, E. 2010 Birthing a Mother: The Surrogate Body and the Pregnant Self. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

 

Genetics  

Everett, M. 2007 The "I" in the Gene: Divided Property, Fragmented Personhood, and the Making of 

a Genetic Privacy Law. American Ethnologist 34(2): 375-386. 

Finkler, K. 2003 Illusions of controlling the future: risk and genetic inheritance. Anthropology & 

Medicine 10(1): 51-70.  

Franklin, S. 2005 Stem Cells R Us: Emergent Life Forms and the Global Biological. In Franklin, S. 

Ong, A. and Collier, S. (Eds) Global Assemblages: Technology, Politics and Ethics as 

Anthropological Problems Oxford: Blackwell. Pp. 59-78. 

Heath, D., Rapp, R. and Taussig, K. S. 2007 Genetic Citizenship. In Nugent, D. and Vincent, J. (Eds) 

A Companion to the Anthropology of Politics. Malden: Blackwell. Pp. 152-167. 

Lock, M., Freeman, J., Chilibeck, G., Padowsky, M. and Beveridge, B. (2007). Susceptibility Genes 

and Embodied Identity. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 21(3): 256-276. 

Lock, M., Atkinson, P. and Glasner, P (Eds) 2009 Handbook of Genetics and Society: Mapping the New 

Genomic Era. New York: Routledge. 

Montoya, M. 2011 Making the Mexican Diabetic: Race, Science, and the Genetics of Inequality. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 
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Rapp, R et al. 2001 Genealogical dis-ease: where hereditary abnormality, biomedical explanation, 

and family responsibility meet. In S. Franklin & S. McKinnon (eds) Relative Values: 

Reconfiguring Kinship Studies. Durham & London: Duke University Press.  

Reardon, J. 2005 Race to the Finish: Identity and Governance in an Age of Genomics. New Jersey: 

Princeton University Press. 

Simpson, B. 2000. Imagined Genetic Communities. Anthropology Today 16 (3): 3-6  

Taussig, K. S., Rapp, R. and Heath, D. 2003 Flexible Eugenics: technologies of the self in the age of 

genetics. In Goodman, A., Heath, D. and Lindee, M. (Eds) Genetic Nature/Culture: 

Anthropology and Science Beyond the Two-culture Divide. Berkeley: University of California 

Press. 

Whitmarsh, I. 2008 Biomedical Ambiguity: Race, Asthma, and the Contested Meaning of Genetic Research 

in the Caribbean. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

 

Bioethics 

Coward, H. and Rattanakun, P. 1999 A Cross-cultural Dialogue on Health Care Ethics. Ontario: Wilfrid 

Laurier University Press. 

Das, V. 1999 Public Good, Ethics, and Everyday Life: Beyond the Boundaries of Bioethics. Daedalus 

128(4): 99-133.  

Haimes, E. 2006 What Can the Social Sciences Contribute to the Study of Ethics? Theoretical, 

Empirical and Substantive Considerations. Bioethics 16(2): 89-113. 

Hedgecoe, A. 2004 Critical Bioethics: Beyond the Social Science Critique of Applied Ethics. Bioethics 

18(2): 120-143. 

Lambert, H. and McDonald, M. 2009 Social Bodies. London: Berghahn Books. 

Lock, M. 2007 On Dying Twice: Culture, Technology and the Determination of Death. In Jost, T. S.  

(Ed.) Readings in Comparative Health Law and Bioethics. Second Edition. Durham, NC: Carolina 

Academic Press. Pp. 93-98. 

Marshall, P. 1992 Anthropology and Bioethics. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 6(1): 49-73. 

 

Religion and bioethics 

Brown, J. (1990). Prenatal Screeing in Jewish Law. Journal of Medical Ethics 16: 75-80. 

Cahill, L. and Farley, M. 1995 Embodiment, Morality, and Medicine. Boston: Kluwer Academic 

Publishers. (Islamic medical ethics and Christian medical ethics) 

Inhorn, M. C. 2011 Globalization and Gametes: Reproductive ‘Tourism,’ Islamic Bioethics, and 

Middle Eastern Modernity. Anthropology & Medicine 18(1): 87-103. 

Simpson, B. 2004 "Impossible Gifts: bodies, Buddhism, and Bioethics in Contemporary Sri Lanka. 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 10(4): 839-859.  

Teman, E., Irvy, T., & Bernhardt, B. 2010 Pregnancy as a Proclamation of Faith: Ultra-Orthodox 

Jewish Women Navigating the Uncertainty of Pregnancy and Prenatal Diagnosis. American 

Journal of Medical Genetics 1: 69-80. 
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Contagious diseases and epidemics 

De Bevoise, K. 1995 Agents of Apocalypse: Epidemic Disease in the Colonial Philippines. New Jersey: 

Princeton University Press. 

Inhorn, M., and Brown, P. J. 1997 The Anthropology of Infectious Diseases: International Health 

Perspectives. New York: Gordon and Breach Publishers. 

Mason, K. A. 2010 Becoming Modern after SARS. Battling the H1N1 Pandemic and the Politics of 

Backwardness in China's Pearl River Delta. Behemooth 3:8-35. (http://www.oldenbourg-

link.com/doi/pdf/10.1524/behe.2010.0018) 

White, C. 2009 An Uncertain Cure: Living with Leprosy in Brazil. Chapel Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

 

AIDS 

Biehl, J. 2007 Will to Live: AIDS Therapies and the Politics of Survival. New Jersey: Princeton University 

Press. 

Butt. L. and Eves, R (Eds) 2008 Making sense of AIDS: culture, sexuality, and power in Melanesia. 

Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press.  

Chase, S. 2011 Surviving HIV/AIDS in the Inner City: How Resourceful Latinas Beat the Odds. Chapel 

Hill: Rutgers University Press. 

Dilger, H. 2003 Sexuality, AIDS, and the lures of modernity: Reflexivity and morality among young 

people in rural Tanzania. Medical Anthropology 22(1): 23-52. 

Fassin, D. 2007 When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa. Los Angeles: 

University of California Press. 

Farmer, P. 1992 Aids and Accusation: Haiti and the Geography of Blame, Berkeley: University of 

California Press.  

Feldman, D. 1990 Culture and AIDS. London: Praeger Publishers. 

Martin, E. 1994 Flexible Bodies: The Role of Immunity in American Culture from the Days of Polio to the 

Age of AIDS. Boston: Beacon. 

Nelkin, D., Willis, D. and Parris, S. 1991 A Disease of Society: Cultural and Institutional Responses to 

AIDS. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Rödlach, A. 2006 Witches, Westerners, and HIV: AIDS and Cultures of Blame in Africa. California: Left 

Coast Press.  

Shilts, R. 2007 And the Band Played On: Politics, People, and the AIDS Epidemic. New York: St. Martin's 

Griffin. 

Hguyen. V-K. 2010 The Republic of Therapy: Triage and Sovereignty in West Africa’s Time of AIDS.  

Durham: Duke University Press  

 

Biopower and biosociality 

Comaroff, J. 2007 ‘Beyond bare life: AIDS, (Bio) politics and the neoliberal order’. In, Public Culture 

19 (1): 197-219.  

Foucault, M. (1973). The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of Medical Perception. London: Travistock. 

Foucault, M. 1990 Right of Death and Power over Life. In History of Sexuality: an Introduction, Volume 

I. New York: Vintage Books. Pp. 133-159.  
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Foucault, M. 1991 Governmentality. In G. Burchell et al (Eds) The Foucault Effect: Studies in 

Governmentality. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Pp. 87-104. 

Foucault, M. 1997 Technologies of the Self. In P. Rabinow (Ed) Michel Foucault: Ethics, Subjectivity and 

Truth. New York: The New Press. 

Gibbon, S. and Novas, C. (Eds) (2008) Biosocialities, Genetics and the Social Sciences: Making Biologies 

and Identities. London: Routledge. 

Gottweis, H. and Kim, B. 2009 Bionationalism, Stem Cells, BSE, and Web 2.0 in South Korea: Toward 

the Reconfiguration of Biopolitics. New Genetics and Society 28:223-239. 

Gottweis, H. , Salter, B. and Waldby, C. 2009 The Global Politics of Human Stem Cell Science: 

Regenerative Medicine in Transition London: Palgrave.  

Hacking, I. 1999 Making Up People. In M. Biagioli (Ed.) The Science Studies Reader. New York: 

Routledge. Pp. 160-175.  

Nichter, M. (2008). Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social Representations, and Biopolitics 

Matter. Arizona: University of Arizona Press. 

Rabinow, P., and Rose, N. 2006 Biopower Today. BioSocieties 1(2): 195-217 

Nguyen, V.-K. 2005 Antiretroviral Globalism, Biopolitics, and Therapeutic Citizenship. In A. Ong 

and S. Collier (Eds) Global Assemblages: Technology, Politics and Ethics as Anthropological 

Problems. London: Blackwell.  

Rose, N. 2007 The Politics of Life Itself: Biomedicine, Power, and Subjectivity in the Twenty-First Century. 

New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Rose, N. and C. Novas 2004 Biological citizenship. In A. Ong and S. Collier (Eds) Global Assemblages: 

Technology, Politics and Ethics as Anthropological Problems. Oxford: Blackwell. Pp. 439-463. 

Wahlberg, A. 2009 Bodies and Populations: Life Optimization in Vietnam. New Genetics and Society 

28(3): 241-251. 

 

Health, human rights, and social movements 

Brown, P. 2007 Toxic Exposures: Contested Illness and the Environmental Health Movement. New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

Das, V. 1995 Critical Events: An Anthropological Perspective on Contemporary India. Delhi: Oxford 

University Press.  

Fortun, K. 2001 Advocacy after Bhopal: Environmentalism, Disaster, New Global Orders. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 

Klawiter, M. 2005 Breast Cancer in Two Regimes: The impact of social movements on illness 

experience. In P. Brown and S. Zavestoski (Eds) Social Movements in Health. Malden: 

Blackwell Publishing. Pp. 161-180. 

Kroll-Smith, S., V. J. Gunter and P. Brown. 2000 Illness and the Environment: A Reader in Contested 

Medicine. New York: New York University Press 

Kroll-Smith, S. and Floyd, H. 1997 Bodies in Protest: Environmental Illness and the Struggle over Medical 

Knowledge. New York: New York University Press. 

Zavestoski, S., R. Morello-Frosch, et al. 2004 Embodied Health Movements and Challenges to the 

Dominant Epidemiological Paradigm. Research in Social Movements, Conflict and Change 25: 

253-278. 

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t713439262~jumptype=ref_internal~fromvnxs=v28n3s7~fromtitle=713439262~cons=907485672
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Martin, E. 1994 Flexible Bodies: The Role of Immunity in American Culture from the Days of Polio to the 

Age of AIDS. Boston: Beacon (AIDS activism). 

 

Biocapitalism  

Cooper, M. 2008 Life as Surplus: Biotechnology and Capitalism in the Neoliberal Era. Washington: 

University of Washington Press.  

Featherstone, M. 1982 The Body in Consumer Culture. Theory, Culture and Society 1(2): 18-33. 

Rajan, K. 2006 Biocapital: The Constitution of Postgenomic Life. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Sharp, L. 2000 The Commodification of the Body and its Parts. Annual Review of Anthropology. 29: 

287-328. 

 

Organ donation, trade and theft 

Cohen, L. 1999 Where It Hurts: Indian Material for an Ethics of Organ Transplantation. Daedalus 

128(4): 135-65.  

Goodwin, M. 2006 Black Markets: The Supply and Demand of Body Parts. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Joralemon, D. 1995 Organ Wars: The Battle For Body Parts. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 9(3): 335-

356. 

Ohnuki-Tierney, E. 1994 Brain death and organ transplantation: cultural bases of medical 

technology. Current Anthropology 35(3): 233-254.  

Scheper-Hughes, N. 2000 The Global Traffic in Human Organs. Current Anthropology 41(2): 191-211.  

Scheper-Hughes, N. and Wacquant, L. 2002 Commodifying Bodies. London: Thousand Oaks. 

Scheper-Hughes, N. 2009 Rotten Trade: Millennial Capitalism, Human Values and Global Justice in 

Organs Trafficking. In M. Goodale (Ed) Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader. 

Massachusetts, Blackwell Publishing. 

Sharp, L. 1995 Organ Transplantation as a Transformative Experience: Anthropological Insights into 

the Restructuring of the Self. Medical Anthropological Quarterly 9:357–389. 

Shaw, R. 2010 Organ Donation in Aotearoa/New Zealand: Cultural Phenomenology and Moral 

Humility. Body & Society 16: 127-147. 

 

Pharmaceutical trials 

Abadie, R. 2010 The Professional Guinea Pig: Big Pharma and the Risky World of Human Subjects. 

Durham: Duke University Press. 

Angell, Marcia. 1997 The Ethics of Clinical Research in the Third World. The New EnglandJournal 
of Medicine 337(12): 847-849. 

Angell, M., and A. Relman. 2002 Patents, Profits & American Medicine: Conflicts of Interest in the 

Testing & Marketing of New Drugs. Daedalus 131(2): 102-111. 

Elliott, C., & Abadie, R. 2008 Exploiting a Research Underclass in Phase 1 Clinical Trials. The New 
England Journal of Medicine 358(22): 2316-2318. 

Fisher, J. A. 2009 Medical research for hire: the political economy of pharmaceutical clinical trials. 

Rutgers University Press. 

Kleinman, A., Petryna, A. and Lakoff, A. 2006 Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets and 
Practices. Durham: Duke University Press. 
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Löwy, I. 2000 Trustworthy knowledge and desperate patients: clinical tests for new drugs from 

cancer to AIDS. In M. Lock, A. Young, and A. Cambrosio (Eds) Living and Working with the 
New Medical Technologies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Pp. 49-81.  

Petryna, A. 2009 When Experiments Travel: Clinical Trials and the Global Search for Human Subjects. New 

Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Sariola, S. & Simpson, B. 2011. Theorising the 'research subject' in clinical trials and international 

boethics discourses in Sri Lanka. Social Science and Medicine 73(4): 515-521. 

 

Biobanks 

 Bamford, S. and J. Leach 2009 Kinship and Beyond: The Genealogical Model Reconsidered. London: 

Berghahn Books. (Chapter on Iceland’s biobank) 

Lock, M. 2001 The Alienation of Body Tissue and the Biopolitics of Immortalized Cell Lines. Body & 

Society 7(2-3): 63-91. 

 Sleeboom-Faulkner, M. 2009 Human Genetic Biobanks in Asia: Politics of Trust and Scientific 

Advancement. London: Routledge.  

Hayden, C. 2007 When nature goes public: the making and unmaking of bioprospecting in Mexico. New 

Jersey: Princeton University Press. 

Gottweis, H. and A. Petersen (Eds) 2008 Biobanks: governance in comparative perspective. Abingdon, 

Oxon and New York: Routledge. 

Pálsson, G and P. Rabinow 2005 The Iceland Controversy: Reflections on the Transnational Market 

of Civic Virtue. In A. Ong and S. Collier (Eds) Global Assemblages: Technology, Politics, and 

Ethics as Anthropological Problems. Malden, MA: Wiley Blackwell. 

Pálsson, G and P. Rabinow 1999 Iceland: The Case of a National Human Genome Project. 

Anthropology Today 15(5):14-18.  

Rose, H.  2003 The Commodification of Virtual Reality: The Icelandic Health Sector Database.  In 

Goodman, A., Heath, D. and Lindee, M. (Eds) Genetic Nature/Culture: Anthropology and 

Science Beyond the Two-culture Divide. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 

Plastic Surgery 

Ackerman, S. L. 2010 Plastic Paradise: Transforming Bodies and Selves in Costa Rica's Cosmetic 

Surgery Tourism Industry. Medical Anthropology 29(4): 403-423. 

Edmonds, A. 2007 ‘The Poor have the Right to be Beautiful': Cosmetic Surgery in Neoliberal Brazil. 

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 13(2): 363-81. 

Edmonds, A. 2010 Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in Brazil. Durham: Duke University 

Press. 

Heyes, C. J. 2007 Self-Transformations: Foucault, Ethics, and Normalized Bodies. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. (chapter on plastic surgery) 

 

Medical Tourism 

Naraindas, H. and C. Bastos 2011 Healing holidays? Itinerant Patients, Therapeutic Locales and the 

Quest for Health. Anthropology & Medicine 18(1): 1-6. 

Solomon, H. 2011 Affective journeys: the emotional structuring of medical tourism in India. 
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Hahn, R. and A. Kleinman 1983 Belief as Pathogen, Belief as Medicine: ‘Voodoo Death’ and the 
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Lévi-Strauss, C. 1963 The effectiveness of symbols. In Structural Anthropology. New York: Basic 

Books, 186-205 (Shamanic healing power) 

Mol, A. 2008 The Logic of Care: Health and the Problem of Patient Choice. New York: Routledge. 

Mol, A. 2007 The Body Multiple. Durham: Duke University Press. 
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Medical training  

Good, B. 1994 How Medicine Construct Its Objects. In Medicine, Rationality, and Experience. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Pp.65-87. (American Medical School) 

Luhrmann, T. 2000 Of Two Minds: The Growing Disorder in American Psychiatry. New York: Alfred 

A. Knopf (Education of psychiatric doctors) 

Wendland, C. 2010 A Heart for the Work: Journeys through an African Medical School. Chicago: 
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ANTH 315 Assignment One: Research Essay  Student’s name:      GRADE: 
 

 Exceptional            Excellent 
           A+                   A 

Very good      Promising   
     A-                    B+ 

Competent        Satisfactory 
    B                                 B- 

            Just Passing  
      C+                           C 

    Does not meet requirements 
D                                                       E                   

 
Organisation 
 
 

Contains a succinct and elegant 
introduction and conclusion. Each 
paragraph clearly expresses an 
identifiable point.  The essay flows easily 
and paragraphs are logically ordered and 
seamlessly inked. 

Contains a clear and to the point 
introduction and conclusion. The 
essay flows easily and paragraphs 
are logically ordered and linked. 

The introduction and conclusion 
express some of the key points of the 
essay. There is occasional difficulty in 
ordering within and between 
paragraphs. 

The introduction and conclusion 
express some of the ideas discussed 
in the essay, but there is difficulty in 
clearly ordering the sentences and 
paragraphs. 

Inadequate organisation of sentences, 
paragraphs and examples. Difficult to follow. 

 
Expression 
and Argument 
 
 
 

The essay has a main argument which is 
clearly expressed, and returned to 
throughout the essay.  Appropriate and 
carefully observed ethnographic examples 
are used to illustrate the argument.  
Moves easily between ethnographic 
examples, analytical points and well 
chosen anthropological theory. 

The essay has a main argument 
that is clear throughout the 
essay. Appropriate ethnographic 
examples are used to support the 
argument. Integrates 
ethnographic examples with 
relevant analysis and 
anthropological theory. 

The essay has a main argument, 
although the expression of it lacks some 
clarity and/or it needs to be developed 
analytically. Some appropriate 
ethnographic examples are included, 
although they are sometimes not well 
integrated with the analysis and theory. 

The expression of the main argument 
lacks clarity. Some appropriate 
ethnographic examples are included, 
but there is an unclear link with 
analysis or theory, and/or there is 
only basic use of theory and limited 
analysis. 

The essay does not have an identifiable main 
argument. Insufficient examples are included, 
and/or are not linked to analysis and theory. 
Insufficient anthropological analysis and 
socialisation theory is included. 

 
Insight and 
interpretation 
 
 

Shows depth and originality in 
interpreting the question. Has conducted 
an impressive level of research. Interprets 
and presents the case-study analytically in 
ways that demonstrate a deep 
understanding of and creative approach 
to theoretical ideas. Synthesises 
ethnographic detail with broader 
theoretical points. 

Shows some depth in 
interpreting the question. Has 
conducted wide-ranging 
research. Interprets and presents 
the case-study using 
anthropological concepts and 
theories that demonstrates a 
solid understanding of 
theoretical ideas. 

Provides some insights in interpreting 
the question. Has conducted a sufficient 
level of research. Could develop the 
analysis further to demonstrate a 
stronger ability to apply anthropological 
concepts and theories to ethnographic 
data. 

Makes some interesting points in 
interpreting the question, but does 
not develop the analysis beyond a 
basic level.  Has conducted a basic 
and minimal level of research. A few 
anthropological concepts and terms 
are used. 

Does not demonstrate an anthropological 
understanding of the question, nor reflects on 
the cultural values and social factors involved. 
Is too descriptive.  

 
Style 
 
 
 

Clear and accurate writing. Free from 
typological, spelling and grammar errors. 
Sentences are of varied lengths and varied 
structures, which make the essay pleasing 
to read. Paragraphs are all of an 
appropriate length.  

Very few writing problems, which 
don’t interfere with the 
comprehension of the essay. 
Minor spelling, grammar and 
typological errors. Most 
sentences and paragraphs are of 
an appropriate length. 

Minor writing problems, which don’t 
interfere significantly with the 
comprehension of the essay. Minor 
spelling, grammar and typological 
errors. Most sentences and paragraphs 
are of an appropriate length. 

Writing problems distract from the 
comprehension of the essay. 
Noticeable spelling, grammar and 
typological errors.  

Writing problems inhibit comprehension of 
the essay. Significant typological, spelling and 
punctuation errors. 

 
References 
 
 

Contains error-free and consistent 
citation and bibliography, formatted as 
specified in the Anth style guide. Essay 
contains a comprehensive number of 
appropriate academic sources. 

Contains consistent citation and 
bibliography, formatted as 
specified in the Anth style guide. 
Essay contains a sufficient 
number of academic sources. 

Contains references, but citation and 
bibliography are sometimes 
inconsistent or are not formatted as 
specified in the Anth style guide. Essay 
contains a sufficient number of 
academic sources. 

Contains some references. Citation 
and bibliography are included, but 
are inconsistent or are not set out as 
specified in the Anth style guide. 
Essay contains minimal academic 
sources. 

No or incomplete references and no 
bibliography. Essay contains insufficient 
academic sources. 

Comments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  



 

ANTH 315 Assignment Two: Ethnography Critique Essay Student’s name:      GRADE: 

 
 Exceptional            Excellent 

           A+                   A 
Very good      Promising   
     A-                    B+ 

Competent        Satisfactory 
    B                                 B- 

            Just Passing  
      C+                           C 

  Does not meet requirements 
D                                                    E                   

 
Organisation 
 
 

Contains a succinct and elegant 
introduction and conclusion. Each 
paragraph clearly expresses an 
identifiable point.  The essay flows easily 
and paragraphs are logically ordered and 
seamlessly inked. 

Contains a clear and to the point 
introduction and conclusion. The 
essay flows easily and paragraphs 
are logically ordered and linked. 

The introduction and conclusion 
express some of the key points of the 
essay. There is occasional difficulty in 
ordering within and between 
paragraphs. 

The introduction and conclusion 
express some of the ideas discussed 
in the essay, but there is difficulty in 
clearly ordering the sentences and 
paragraphs. 

Inadequate organisation of sentences and 
paragraphs. Difficult to follow. 

 
Expression 
and Argument 
 
 
 

The book’s main arguments and case 
studies are clearly identified and 
summarised. The essay contains a clear, 
sophisticated and original argument that 
moves beyond summary, with 
appropriate and succinct examples used 
in support. Insightfully interrogates the 
strengths and limitations of the author’s 
approach and assumptions. 

The book’s main arguments and 
case studies are identified and 
summarised. There is a clear and 
thoughtful argument in the essay 
with appropriate examples used to 
support it. Identifies the strengths 
and limitations of the author’s 
approach. 

The book’s main arguments and case 
studies are identified, although the 
expression of them lacks some clarity. 
There is an argument to the essay with 
some examples used to support it. 
Identifies several of the strengths and 
limitations of the author’s approach. 

Some of the book’s main arguments 
and case studies are identified, but 
the expression of them lacks clarity. 
There is an argument in the essay, 
although this is neither well 
expressed nor tied clearly to the 
book’s themes. The author’s 
approach is minimally described, 
without significant analytical rigor. 

The book’s main arguments and case 
studies are not identified, and the 
expression of it lacks clarity. There is no 
clear argument  in the essay and 
Insufficient/inappropriate examples are 
included, and are not integrated well. 

 
Insight and 
interpretation 
 

Shows depth and originality in 
interpreting the author’s arguments and 
approaches. Has chosen details from the 
text to illustrate an insightful, careful and 
deft reading.  Interprets and presents the 
points made using anthropological 
concepts and terms. Synthesises 
ethnographic detail with broader 
theoretical points. 

Shows some depth in interpreting 
the author’s arguments and 
approaches. 
Has chosen details from the text to 
illustrate a careful reading of the 
book.  Mostly Interprets and 
presents the points made using 
anthropological concepts and 
terms. 

Has read and understood the main 
ideas and approaches of the author, but 
has missed some of the subtlety of 
them. The details from the text chosen 
to be discussed illustrate a satisfactory 
and consistent reading of the entire 
book. Uses some anthropological 
concepts and terms. 

Has understood some of the main 
ideas and approaches of the author, 
but has missed much of the subtlety 
of it. Details from the text chosen 
illustrate a superficial and at times 
inconsistent reading of the book.  A 
few anthropological concepts and 
terms are used. 

Does not demonstrate a critical reading or 
understanding of the book.  

 
Style 
 
 
 

Clear and accurate writing. Free from 
typological, spelling, and grammar errors. 
Sentences are of varied lengths and varied 
structures, which make the essay pleasing 
to read. Paragraphs are all of an 
appropriate length.  

Very few writing problems, which 
don’t interfere with the 
comprehension of the essay. Minor 
spelling, grammar and typological 
errors. Most sentences and 
paragraphs are of an appropriate 
length. 

Minor writing problems, which don’t 
interfere significantly with the 
comprehension of the essay. Minor 
spelling, grammar and typological 
errors. Most sentences and paragraphs 
are of an appropriate length. 

Writing problems that distract from 
the comprehension of the essay. 
Noticeable spelling, grammar and 
typological errors.  

Writing problems inhibit comprehension of 
the essay. Significant typological, spelling 
and punctuation errors. 

 
References 
 

Contains error free and consistent citation 
and bibliography, formatted as specified 
in the Anth style guide. 

Contains consistent citation and 
bibliography, formatted as 
specified in the Anth style guide. 

Contains references, but citation and 
bibliography are sometimes 
inconsistent or are not formatted as 
specified in the Anth style guide. 

Contains some references. Citation 
and bibliography are included, but 
are inconsistent or are not set out as 
specified in the Anth style guide. 

No or incomplete references and no 
bibliography.  

Comments  
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