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RELI 226: Psycho logy o f  Relig ion  1 Basic course in f o rm at ion   

1.1 Class t im es and  locat ions  

Lect ure p lace: Lect ures w ill m eet  every w eek in  HULT 119 Vict o r ia Un iversit y o f  Wellingt on , 
New  Zealand  Lect ure t im e: Wednesday: 11:00 am →12:50 pm  Tut o r ials: Tut o r ials begin  in  t he 
second  w eek of  t erm . Please check Blackboard  f o r  m ore in f o rm at ion  about  m eet ing t im es 
and  p laces

1.2 Con t act  d et ails  

1 

 

Joseph  Bulbulia phone: (04) 463 5043 em ail: joseph .bulbu lia@vuw .ac.nz  

1.3 Tut o rs  

The nam es and  con t act  coo rd inat es o f  your  t u t o rs can  be f ound  on  Blackboard  under  ‘st aff 
con t act ’.  

1.4 Key d at es  

Essays  

Response essays are due every second  FRIDAY o f  t erm  by 5pm . Specifically:  

1 23 Ju ly  

2 6 August   

3 20 August   

4 17 Sep t em ber   

5 1 Oct ober   
 
1.5 Test   

The final t ake hom e t est  is due 22 Oct ober  2010 by 5pm .  

1.5.1 Tut o r ials  

Tut o r ials w ill m eet  every w eek, beginn ing w eek 2. There w ill be no  t u t o r ials in  t he m on t h  o f  
August  (i.e. f o r  t hese lect ures: 4, 11, 18 August  2010). There w ill be no t  t u t o r ials f o r  t he final 
w eek’s lect ure: 13 Oct ober  2010.  

1
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1.6 Blackb oard :a key t oo l  

A w ebsit e o f  226 m at er ials is being m ain t ained  in  Blackboard . Visit : 
h t t p ://b lackboard .vuw .ac.nz.  

Fo r  help  w it h  Blackboard , con t act  t he St uden t  Com put ing Services Help  Desk, 463-5050 
(ext ension  5050 f rom  VUW phones) o r  by em ail scs-help@vuw .ac.nz  

All o f  t he read ings f o r  t h is course can  be f ound  under  ‘course m at er ials’, excep t  t hose 
read ings g iven  by a link t o  t he w o r ld  w ide w eb , below .  

1.7 Course d elivery  

The delivery com ponen t  o f  t h is course consist s o f : lect urers and  t u t o r ials. The course also  
consist s o f :  

•  Read ings: in  w h ich  in f o rm at ion  about  t he t op ics w ill be conveyed .  
•  Five response papers.  
•  A t ake-hom e t est .  
 
1.8 Con t en t   

The f o llow ing g ives a b r ief  st at em en t  o f  t he learn ing ob ject ives f o r  Reli 226.  

Th is paper  exp lo res t en  sim p le quest ions about  t he psycho logy of  relig ion :  

1. Why do  w e believe in  t he unseen?  

2. Why do  gods have superpow ers?  

3. How  do  ch ild ren  acquire t heir  relig ion?  

4. How  do  w e rem em ber  relig ions?  

5. What  does t he cu lt ure have t o  do  w it h  relig ion?  

6. How  does t he b rain  suppo r t  relig ion?  

7. Why do  w e per f o rm  r it uals?  

8. Why do  w e care about  relig ion?  

9. Why doesn ’t  relig ion  harm  us?  

10. Why do  peop le d ist inguish  sp ir it ualit y f rom  relig ion?  
 
Each  w eek w e w ill review  debat es sur round ing recen t  answ ers t hat  cogn it ive psycho log ist s 
have p roposed  t o  t hese quest ions.  
 

http://blackboard.vuw.ac.nz/�


2 Learn ing ob ject ives/Skills  

Th is course w ill help  you in  t h ree basic w ays:  

1 To  underst and  recen t  research  in  t he psychology of  relig ion .  

2 To  bet t er  evaluat e argum en t s based  on  quan t it at ive dat a.  

3 To  w r it e m ore clear ly and  persuasively.  
 
 
3 Assessm en t  r eq u irem en t s  

3.1 Resp onse essays  

Lengt h   

Each  essay should  be no  m ore t han  1000 w ords and  no  f ew er  t han  800 w ords. Any essay t hat  
is less t han  600 w ords and  m ore t han  1200 w ords w ill no t  be assessed .  

Fo rm at   

Find  det ailed  inst ruct ions Blackboard , under  ‘course m at er ials’.  

Rules  

1. Assignm en t  should  evaluat e on ly one read ing.  

2. Th is read ing should  be select ed  f rom  t he read ings (required  o r  recom m ended) assigned  
in  t he t w o  w eeks p r io r  t o  t he essay due dat e.  

3. No  t w o  assignm en t s m ay analyze t he sam e read ing.  

4. All assignm en t s m ust  be subm it t ed  via Blackboard .  

5. The t ext  o f  every subm ission  m ust  be cop ied  and  past ed  t o  t he ‘st uden t  com m en t s’ 
sect ion  o f  Blackboard .  

6. The copy t hat  is subm it t ed  t o  ‘st uden t  com m en t s’ m ust  st ar t  w it h  your  nam e and  st uden t  
num ber   

7. All assignm en t s m ust  be at t ached  in  one o f  t he f o llow ing f o rm at s: .doc, .r t f , .t xt , o r  pd f . 
Un f o r t unat ely w e canno t  accep t  subm issions in  any o t her  f o rm at .  

8. The docum en t  should  be saved  w it h  your  nam e and  assignm en t  num ber  (e.g . John  Sm it h  
ID0908322 response paper  1.r t f , John  Sm it h  ID090832 response final.r f t )  
9. Docum en t s m ust  include t he f o llow ing in f o rm at ion :  
(a) Your  nam e.  

(b ) Your  em ail add ress o r  o t her  p ref er red  con t act  det ail.  

(c) The essay due dat e.  

(d ) The essay subm ission  dat e.  



(e) Word  coun t .  

(f ) If  lat e, a sen t ence ind icat ing w het her  your  lat e t est  has been  excused .  
10. St uden t s m ust  ref erence any ideas t aken  f rom  t he w o rk of  o t her  aut ho rs. Please consult  
t he un iversit y po licy o f  p lag iar ism :  
 



h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/st udy/p lag iar ism .aspx  

11. See general st at em en t  about  un iversit y po licies here:  
h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/about /po licy  

3.1.1 Subm issions  

Marking cr it er ia  

•  30% f o r  clar it y.  
•  30% f o r  cr it ical engagem en t .  
•  30% f o r  creat iv it y.  

•  10% f o r  f o llow ing t he ru les exact ly.  
 
Due dat es  

Response essays are due every second  FRIDAY o f  t erm  by 5pm . Specifically papers are due:  

1 23 Ju ly  

2 6 August   

3 20 August   

4 17 Sep t em ber   

5 1 Oct ober   
 
Penalt ies  

1 Unexcused  lat e response papers w ill receive a 1% deduct ion  f rom  t he t o t al course 
m ark f o r  each  day your  subm ission  is lat e.  

2 Unexcused  lat e response papers w ill no t  receive w r it t en  f eedback.  

3 Work t hat  is m ore t han  t w o  w eeks lat e w ill no t  be accep t ed .  
 
Con t r ibut ion  of  assessm en t  m ark t o  course m ark  

Each  response paper  w ill be w o r t h  10% of  your  m ark. Response paper s sum  t o  a t o t al o f  
50% o f  your  m ark.  

3.2 Test   

St uden t s are assigned  a t ake-hom e t est . Test  inst ruct ions and  quest ions w ill be post ed  t o  
Blackboard  on  16

t h  

Sep t em ber .  

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism.aspx�
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Learn ing ob ject ives  

The learn ing ob ject ives o f  t he t est :  

1 The t est  g ives you t he oppo r t un it y t o  dem onst rat e your  underst and ing o f  t he 
m at er ial p resen t ed  in  t he course.  

2 It  also  g ives you t he chance t o  creat ively engage w it h  t he read ings and  lect ures by 
d raw ing t oget her  t hem es considered  in  separat e w eeks.  
 
Your  t est  w ill consist  o f  t w o  quest ions, each  w o r t h  25% of  your  final m ark. Theref o re your  
t est  sum s t o  50% o f  your  final m ark.  

Marking cr it er ia  

•  30% f o r  clar it y.  
•  30% f o r  cr it ical engagem en t .  
•  30% f o r  creat iv it y.  
•  10% f o r  f o llow ing t he ru les.  
 
Lengt h   

Each  should  be about  1,250 w o rds. Theref o re your  t o t al t est  should  sum  t o  about  2,500 
w o rds. Test s w ill no t  receive w r it t en  f eedback. Th is is a Relig ious St ud ies Program m e po licy. 
How ever  I’m  happy t o  d iscuss your  answ ers and  m ark, o r  t o  p rovide w r it t en  f eedback, by 
request .  

Rules  

1. All t est s m ust  b e subm it t ed  via Blackboard .  

2. The t ext  o f  every t est  subm ission  m ust  be cop ied  and  past ed  t o  t he ‘st uden t  com m en t s’ 
sect ion  o f  Blackboard .  

3. Th is copy t hat  is subm it t ed  t o  ‘st uden t  com m en t s’ m ust  st ar t  w it h  your  nam e and  
st uden t  num ber   

4. All t est s m ust  b e at t ached  in  one o f  t he f o llow ing f o rm at s: .doc, .r t f , .t xt , o r  pd f . 
Un f o r t unat ely w e canno t  accep t  subm issions in  any o t her  f o rm at .  
5. The docum en t s m ust  con t ain  t he f o llow ing in f o rm at ion :  
(a) Your  nam e.  

(b ) Your  em ail add ress o r  o t her  p ref er red  con t act  det ail.  

(c) The essay due dat e.  

(d ) The essay subm ission  dat e.  

(e) Word  coun t .  

(f ) If  lat e, a sen t ence ind icat ing w het her  your  lat e subm ission  has been  excused .  
6. St uden t s m ust  ref erence any ideas t aken  f rom  t he w o rk o f  o t her  aut ho rs. Please consult  
t he un iversit y po licy o f  p lag iar ism :  



 



h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/st udy/p lag iar ism .aspx  

7. See general st at em en t  about  un iversit y po licies here:  
h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/about /po licy  

Due dat e  

Your  t est  is due bef o re 5pm  on  22 Oct ober , 2010.  

Penalt ies  

1. Lat e t est s w ill receive a 1% deduct ion  f rom  t he t o t al course m ark f o r  each  lat e day.  

Con t r ibut ion  of  assessm en t  m ark t o  course m ark  

The t est  coun t s f o r  50% o f  your  final m ark.  
 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/plagiarism.aspx�
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The Lect ure Sched ule: t op ic b reakd ow n  in  w eeks  

1. In t roduct ion   

2. Why do  w e believe in  t he unseen?  

3. Why do  gods have superpow ers?  

4. How  do  ch ild ren  acquire t heir  relig ion?  

5. How  do  w e rem em ber  relig ions?  

6. What  does t he cu lt ure have t o  do  w it h  relig ion?  

7. How  does t he b rain  suppo r t  relig ion?  

8. Why do  w e per f o rm  r it uals?  

9. Why do  w e care about  relig ion?  

10. Why doesn ’t  relig ion  harm  us?  

11. Why do  peop le d ist inguish  sp ir it ualit y f rom  relig ion?  

12. Review   
 
Essen t ial t ext s are g iven  in  t h is out line under  t he head ings ‘Required  read ings’ and  
‘Recom m ended  read ings’. These can  be f ound  on  Blackboard , o r  w here app rop r iat e, by t he 
ur l link next  t o  t he t it le o f  t he read ing.  

14 Ju ly: In t rod uct ion   

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia No  required  read ing:  

Recom m ended  read ings:  

•  (Ren f rew , 2008)  

21 Ju ly: Why d o  w e b elieve in  t he unseen?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  read ing:  
•  (Gut h r ie, 2008) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (Fost er  and  Kokko , 2009) (23 July, paper  due)  

•  (Boyer , 2003) Recom m ended  read ing:  
 
28 Ju ly: Why d o  god s have sup erp ow ers?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia •  (Boyer  and  Bergst rom , 2008)  



4 August : How  d o  ch ild ren  acq uire t heir  relig ion?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  read ing:  
•  (Ber ing, 2005) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (Kirschner  and  Tom asello , 2009) (6 August , paper  due)  
 
11 August : How  d o  w e rem em b er  relig ions?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  read ing:  

•  (Wh it ehouse, 2005) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (Bulbu lia and  Sch joed t , m ing)  

18 August : What  d oes cu lt ure have t o  d o  w it h  relig ion?  

Lect urer : David  Murphy Required  read ing:  

•  (Ren f rew  and  Zub row , 1994)  

•  (Tr ibb le, 2010) (20 August , paper  due)  

3.3 Mid -t r im est er  b reak: 23 August  -5 Sep t em b er   

8 Sep t em b er : How  d oes t he b rain  supp or t  relig ion?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  read ing:  

•  (Barsalou et  al., 2005) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (Bulbu lia and  Sch joed t , m ing)  



15 Sep t em b er : Why d o  w e p er f o rm  r it uals?  

Lect urer : Required  read ing:  
•  (Boyer  and  Lienard , 2006) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (Xygalat as, 2008) (17 Sep t em ber , paper  due)  
 
22 Sep t em b er : Why d o  w e care ab out  relig ion?  

Lect urer : Required  read ing:  
•  (Johnson  and  Ber ing, 2009) Recom m ended  read ing:  

•  (No renzayan  and  Hansen , 2006) 24 Sep t em ber : Associat e Dean ’s signat ure required  t o  
w it hd raw  f rom  course af t er  t h is dat e  
 
29 Sep t em b er : Why d oesn ’t  relig ion  harm  us?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  
read ing:  
•  (Rey, 2005) Recom m ended  Read ing:  

•  (Bulbulia, 2009) (1 Oct ober , Paper  due)  
 
6 Oct ob er : Why do  p eop le d ist inguish  sp ir it ualit y f rom  relig ion?  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia Required  
read ing:  

•  (Bulbu lia, 2005)  

13 Oct ob er : Review  and  course b usiness  

Lect urer : Joseph  Bulbu lia No  required  read ings: w o rk on  t est .  

22 Oct ober : t ake hom e t est  due  
 



Im p o r t an t  in f o rm at ion   

Class rep resen t at ive  

A class rep resen t at ive w ill be elect ed . That  person ’s nam e and  con t act  in f o rm at ion  w ill be 
availab le t o  VUWSA, t he Course Coo rd inat o r  and  t he class. The class rep resen t at ive p rovides 
a com m un icat ion  channel t o  liaise w it h  t he Course Coo rd inat o r  on  behalf  o f  st uden t s.  

 
Po licies ab out  cheat ing  

Acad em ic in t egr it y and  p lag iar ism   

Academ ic in t egr it y m eans t hat  un iversit y st aff and  st uden t s, in  t heir  t each ing and  learn ing 
are expect ed  t o  t reat  o t hers honest ly, f air ly and  w it h  respect  at  all t im es. It  is no t  
accep t ab le t o  m ist reat  academ ic, in t ellect ual or  creat ive w o rk t hat  has been  done by o t her  
peop le by rep r esen t ing it  as your  ow n  o r iginal w o rk. Academ ic in t egr it y is im po r t an t  
because it  is t he co re value on  w h ich  t he Un iversit y ’s learn ing, t each ing and  research  
act iv it ies are based . Vict o r ia Un iversit y ’s repu t at ion  f o r  academ ic in t egr it y adds value t o  
your  qualificat ion . The Un iversit y defines p lag iar ism  as p r esen t ing som eone else’s w o rk as if  
it  w ere your  ow n , w het her  you m ean  t o  o r  not . ‘Som eone else’s w o rk’ m eans anyt h ing t hat  
is no t  your  ow n  idea. Even  if  it  is p resen t ed  in  your  ow n  st yle, you m ust  acknow ledge your 
sources f u lly and  app rop r iat ely. Th is includes:  

•  Mat er ial f rom  books, journals o r  any o t her  p r in t ed  source  
•  The w o rk o f  o t her  st uden t s o r  st aff  
•  In f o rm at ion  f rom  t he in t ernet   
•  So f t w are p rogram s and  o t her  elect ron ic m at er ial  

•  Designs and  ideas  
•  The o rgan isat ion  o r  st ruct ur ing o f  any such  m at er ial  
 
Find  out  m ore about  p lag iar ism , how  t o  avo id it  and  penalt ies, on  t he Un iversit y ’s w ebsit e: 
h t t p ://w w w . vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/st udy/p lag iar ism .aspx  

 
General un iversit y p o licies and  st at u t es  

St uden t s should  f am iliar ise t hem selves w it h  t he Un iversit y 

Os po licies and  st at ut es, par t icu lar ly t he 
Assessm en t  St at ut e, t he Personal Courses o f  St udy St at ut e, t he St at ut e on  St uden t  Conduct  
and  any st at ut es relat ing t o  t he par t icu lar  qualificat ions being st ud ied ; see t he Vict o r ia 
Un iversit y Calendar  o r  go  t o  t he Academ ic Po licy and  St uden t  Po licy sect ions on :  

˜  

h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/about /po licy  
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The AVC(Academ ic) w ebsit e also  p rovides in f o rm at ion  f o r  st uden t s in  a num ber  o f  areas 
includ ing Academ ic Gr ievances, St uden t  and  St aff conduct , Meet ing t he needs of  st uden t s 
w it h  im pairm en t s, and  st uden t  sup -po r t /VUWSA st uden t  advocat es. Th is w ebsit e can  be 
accessed  at :  



h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/about _vict o r ia/avcacadem ic/Pub licat ions.aspx  

Min im al req uirem en t s  

The m in im al requirem en t s t o  gain  a pass in  t h is course:  

1 subm it  and  pass at  least  t h ree response papers.  

2 A passing m ark on  t he final t est .  

3 At t end  50% of  t he t u t o r ials.  
 
No t e:

•  It  is a st uden t s responsib ilit y t o  keep  a copy o f  all subm it t ed  w o rk.  

2 

 

•  It  is a st uden t s responsib ilit y t o  backup  all w o rk bef o re it  is subm it t ed .  
•  St uden t s w ill generally receive w r it t en  f eedback w it h in  a w eek o f  w o rk subm it t ed  on  
t im e.  
•  Lat e w o rk w ill no t  receive w r it t en  f eedback.  
•  St uden t s can  receive verbal f eedback by appo in t m en t .  
•  Work t hat  is m ore t han  t w o  w eeks overdue, w ill no t  be m arked  and  w ill no t  receive 
cred it , un less excused .  
•  It  is t he st uden t ’s responsib ilit y t o  ensure t hat  your  t u t o r  has received  all b lackboard  
subm issions. Please check if  you are uncer t ain .  

•  An  aegro t at  pass w ill no rm ally be app roved  only w hen  a cand idat e has com p let ed  at  
least  30% o f  t he course assessm en t .  
•  To  receive cred it , all response papers and  t he t est  m ust  b e subm it t ed  on  Blackboard .  
 
4.1 Wit hd raw  d at es  

In f o rm at ion  on  w it hd raw als and  ref unds m ay be f ound  at :  
h t t p ://w w w .vict o r ia.ac.nz/hom e/adm isen ro l/paym en t s/w it hd raw lsref unds.aspx  

4.2 Evaluat ion  b y UTDC o f  t h is Course  

Th is course w ill be assessed  by UTDC. Par t  o f  t h is assessm en t  occurs t h rough  st uden t  input , 
in  t he f o rm  o f  course evaluat ion  repo r t s. These w ill be d ist r ibut ed  t o  st uden t s t ow ard  t he 
end  o f  t he course.  

 
5 Ot her  in f o rm at ion   

5.1 Tr im est er  d at es  

Teach ing dat es: 12 Ju ly–15 Oct ober  2010 Mid -t r im est er  b reak: 23 August –5 Sep t em b er  2010  
2

h t t p ://w w w .get d ro p b o x.co m  Free o n -line b ackup  is availab le f ro m :  
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St udy w eek: 18-22 Oct ober  2010 Exam inat ion /Assessm en t  per iod : 22 Oct ober  13 Novem ber  
2010  

5.2 Com m un icat ion  o f  ad d it ional in f o rm at ion   

Add it ional in f o rm at ion  o r  in f o rm at ion  on  changes w ill be conveyed  t o  st uden t s by 
Blackboard .  

Because in f o rm at ion  about  t he course w ill change f rom  t im e-t o -t im e, st uden t s are 
expect ed  t o  check Blackboard  f o r  updat es at  least  once a w eek.  

Urgen t  updat es w ill be sen t  t h rough  Em ail.  

5.3 Read ings, Sub m issions, Com p ut ers  

All read ings w ill be p laced  on  Blackboard , un less t here is a link t o  t he on  your  syllabus.  

St uden t s are required  t o  subm it  all w o rk on  Blackboard .  

St uden t s are allow ed  t o  t ake no t es w it h  com put ers in  class. They are no t  allow ed  t o  do  
anyt h ing but  t ake no t es (f o r  exam p le, Em ail, Facebook, w eb -surfing ... and  sim ilar ).  

There are com put ers in  t he Lib rary, t o  w h ich  st uden t s have f ree access. These can  be used  
t o  w r it e and  subm it  assignm en t s.  

5.4 Workload   

Th is course is w o r t h  20 po in t s. One po in t  t yp ically equat es t o  10 hours of  w o rk. Fo r  a 20 
po in t  course, t he 200 hours should  be sp read  even ly over  t he 12 w eek t r im est er , b reak, 
st udy w eek and  exam  per iod .  

Because t h is course consist s o f  13 w eeks of  lect ures and  one w eek f o r  t he t ake hom e t est . I 
calcu lat e t hat  st uden t s should  devo t e about  15 hours per  w eek t o  t h is course. Wh ile w o rk 
st yles w ill vary, t he f o llow ing is a rough -and -ready gu ide.  

•  Lect ures and  t u t o r ials: Th ree hours per  w eek.  
•  Read ings: six hours per  w eek.  

•  Wr it ing assignm en t s: Ten  hours per  w eek.  
 
5.5 Tap ing o f  lect ures  

All st uden t s in  t he Schoo l o f  Ar t  Hist o ry, Classics and  Relig ious St ud ies are w elcom e t o  
reco rd  t he aud io  po r t ion  o f  lect ures. If  you w an t  t o  do  t h is, p lease see your  lect urer , t u t o r  
o r  t he relevan t  p rogram m e adm in ist rat o r  t o  com p let e a d isclaim er  f o rm . Th is covers 
copyr igh t  and  o t her  issues relevan t  t o  t he reco rd ing o f  lect ures.  



5.6 Course d elivery  

The delivery com ponen t  o f  t h is course consist s o f : lect urers and  t u t o r ials. The course also  
consist s o f :  

•  Read ings: in  w h ich  in f o rm at ion  about  t he t op ics w ill be conveyed .  

•  Five response papers  
•  Take hom e t est   
 
5.7 Ro les  

Coo rd inat o r : It  is t he coo rd inat o rs responsib ilit y t o  assure t hat  all course m at er ials are 
availab le on  Blackboard . The coo rd inat o r  w ill m ark all final exam s. Lect urers: The lect urers 
are responsib le f o r  o rgan ising and  deliver ing all lect ure m at er ials. Many o f  t he lect ures w ill 
be g iven  by t he course coo rd inat o r .  

St uden t s: St uden t s ar e required  t o :  

1 at t end  lect ures and  t u t o r ials (50% t ut o r ials required /).  

2 ar r ive at  t he lect ure and  t u t o r ial on  t im e  

3 subm it  at  least  t h ree response paper s, via Blackboard .  

4 subm it  a final t est , v ia Blackboard .  

5 avo id  d ist urb ing t heir  classm at es dur ing lect ure (e.g . by leaving ear ly o r  ar r iv ing lat e, 
in  a consp icuously.)  
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