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B VICTORIA

UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON

SCHOOL OF LINGUISTICS AND APPLIED LANGUAGE STUDIES

Writing Programme
WRIT101: Writing English

TRIMESTER 2 2009
13 July to 15 November 2009

Trimester dates

Teaching dates: 13 July to 16 October
WRIT 101 has no examination
Names and contact details

Course Coordinator
Dr Sky Marsen

Office: VZ 318
Tel: 463 5629

E-maii: sky.marsen@vuw.ac.nz

Office Hours: tba

Course Administrator
Vivien.Trott Tel: 463 5894, Fax: 463 5604, Vivien.Trott@vuw.ac.nz

Class times and locations

Workshop CRN 2071:  Mondays 10-1 in Hunter 113 or Easterfield 026
Workshop CRN 8787:  Wednesday 11-1 and Friday 1-2 in Murphy 403
Workshop CRN 11334: Tuesday 1-3 and Thursday 5-6 in Murphy 403
Workshop CRN 15113:  Thursday 10-1 in New Kirk 201 or Murphy 404
Workshop CRN 15115:  Friday 1-4 in Murphy 404 or RWW 413
Workshop CRN 15116: Tuesday 2-5 in New Kirk 107 or New Kirk 203
Workshop CRN 15118:  Thursday 1-4 in Hunter 324 or Von Zedlitz 104

Where two rooms are listed, class lists will be provided on the door of each classroom,

Course delivery
WRIT 101 has writing workshops. Students are expected to pariicipate in class
discussions, practical writing activities and analyses of texts.

Communication of additional information
Additional information will be communicated through e-mail and Blackboard,
www.blackboard.vuw.ac.nz
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will be available from the top floor of VicBooks in the Student Union Building, Kelbum
Campus. After week two all undergraduate textbooks will be sold from VicBooks and
student notes from the Student Notes Distribution Centre on the ground floor of the
Student Union Building.

Customers can order textbooks and student notes online at www.vichooks.co.nz or can
email an order or enquiry to enquiries@vicbooks.co.nz. Books can be couriered to
customers or they can be picked up from the shop. Customers will be contacted when
they are available.

Opening hours are 8.00 am - 6.00 pm, Monday — Friday during term time (closing at
5.00 pm in the holidays). Phone: 463 5515.

Materials and equipment

Required:

1. Writing material, such as a writing pad, a pen and a pencil (for editing activities)
2. A folder to keep handout material

Assesment requirements

WRIT 101 has no exam. Your final assessment will be based on the completion of the
following texts:
Explanation 25%

Persuasion 25%
inquiry 40%
Reflection 10%

With the exception of the reflective text, you will develop these texts gradually through
peer and tutor response followed by revision. You will be graded only on the final
revision of each assignment.

Criteria for Assessment

The specific criteria you will need to meet to pass this course are:

* A demonstrated ability to use and synthesize other texts in your own written work —
i.e. summarise, paraphrase, quote, and correctly document relevant sources.

+ A demonstrated ability to structure and organise a complete text in a way that is
appropriate to the situation, purpose, and designated audience.

» Sufficient independent control over the basic mechanics of writing (vocabulary,
sentence structure, grammar and punctuation, etc.) so that meaning and readability
are not impeded by errors.

{Note that it is necessary to demonstrate a basic competence in all three areas.)
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B — Competent to Good

» Meets the objectives of the assignment, but may need improvement on style or
organisation.

¢ Is generally well written but may contain minor errors or inconsistencies in
grammar, format, or content.

« Content is well expressed but not fully developed. No major flaws.

¢« May be well organised and clearly written, but reasoning may be routine or self-
evident, or the information may be inadequate for the intended audience.

C — Acceptable

*  Misses some important objectives.

» Needs significant improvement in concept, detail, development, organisation,
grammar, or format.

* May be formally correct but superficial in content, or may be adequate in content
but contain numerous or major grammatical and stylistic errors.

* Fulfils basic requirements but offers little of genuine importance; lacks in
intellectual content beyond opinion or description.

Fail Grades (D — E) - Unacceptable

+ Misses most or all objectives.

* Has scant information, does something other than the assignment requires, or
contains several major errors.

» Contains seriously inappropriate style or content for the intended audience.

» Assignment has been penalized for unacceptably late submission, or for
plagiarized content.

Penalties

Assignments submitted late without permission are penalised by 2% per late day,
including weekends. An assignment that is more than two weeks late will be refused a
grade.

Mandatory course requirements
In order to qualify for grade assessment at the end of the course, you must:

1 Submit the first THREE assignments (Explanation, Persuasion, and Inquiry) by
their due dates, including drafts for peer review, first tutor review, and final grading

2 Attend ALL workshops. If absence from a workshop is unavoidable, due to
sickness or exceptional circumstances, you must contact your tutor (or failing
that, the course coordinator), preferably in advance of the class you cannot
attend, or if that is not possible, before the next meeting of the class so that you
can be informed of how to come prepared. Students who miss more than six
hours of class contact time without satisfactory explanation will fail the
mandatory course requirements. This policy might seem harsh, but WRIT 101 is
not an ordinary course. That is, it is not an information-based course that allows
you to catch up through borrowing of notes or obtaining lecture handouts, etc. it is
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