Victoria University of Wellington

Victoria

UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON

Te Whare Wainanga
o te Upoko o te Tka a Maui

AT
School of Linguistics and Applied Language Studies
Course Outline

WRIT 101: Writing English
2009 — Trimester 1

Course co-ordinator:
Dr Derek Wallace
Office: Von Zedlitz 319
Phone: 463 5630
E-mail: derek.wallace@vuw.ac.nz
Office hours: Tuesday 1:00 — 2:00 pm

Dates: The course is internally assessed and taught in workshops which begin
in the first week of the trimester (week beginning 2 March) and end in
the last week (week beginning 1 June). One further week is allowed in
which to complete intermally assessed work (due 15 June).

Tutors: Your tutor will provide you with their contact details and office hours at
your first class.

LALS main office:
Von Zedlitz (VZ) 210

LALS WRIT 101 admistrator:
Vivien Trott, VZ 210, ext. 5894

Web contact:
www.blackboard .vuw.ac.nz
All course notices, including this outline, will be posted on Blackboard.
Other than for these general notices, however, Blackboard will not be
used extensively in this course. This is because WRIT 101 is a tutor-
based course involving small autonomous groups and in-class activities,
with no formal lectures.

WRIT 101 noticeboard for course information:
VZ Level 2 opposite VZ 207 and 208
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Mandatory Course Requirements

In order to qualify for grade assessment at the end of the course, you must:

Submit the first THREE assignments (Explanation, Persuasion, and Inquiry) by
their due dates, including drafts for peer review, first tutor review, and final grading

Attend ALL workshops. If absence from a workshop is unavoidable, due to
sickness or exceptional circumstances, you must contact your tutor (or failing
that, the course coordinator), preferably in advance of the class you cannot attend,
or if that is not possible, before the next meeting of the class so that you can be
informed of how to come prepared. Students who miss more than six hours of
class contact time without satisfactory explanation will fail the mandatory
course requirements. This policy might seem harsh, but WRIT 101 is not an
ordinary course. That is, it is not an information-based course that allows you to
catch up through borrowing of notes or obtaining lecture handouts, etc. It is a
course that revolves around activities carried out in a small cooperative class, and
therefore non-attendance is disruptive for everybody as well as discourteous.

Final assessment

WRIT 101 has no exam. Your final assessment will be based on the completion of the
following texts:

Explanation 25%

Persuasion 25%
Inquiry 40%
Reflection 10%

With the exception of the reflective text, you will develop these texts gradually through
peer and tutor response followed by revision. You will be graded only on the final
revision of each assignment.

Criteria for Assessment

The specific criteria you will need to meet to pass this course are:

A demonstrated ability to use and synthesize other texts in your own written work —
i.e. summarise, paraphrase, quote, and correctly document relevant sources.

A demonstrated ability to structure and organise a complete text in a way that is

appropriate to the situation, purpose, and designated audience.
Sufficient independent control over the basic mechanics of writing (vocabulary,

sentence structure, grammar and punctuation, etc.) so that meaning and readability are
not impeded by errors.
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ASSIGNMENT DATES

Final version on or before
Assignment 1 (Explanation) (700-900 words) 10 April
Assignment 2 (Persuasion) (700-900 words) 15 May
Assignment 3 (Research Inquiry) (1500 words approx.) 15 June

Assignment 4 (Reflection} (500-700 words) 15 June

Note

For late assignments you will be penalised by 2% for each day that you are late
(including weekends). Unless you have made special arrangements with your
tutor, an assignment will not be marked if submitted two weeks after the deadline.

Return of Final Assignments

Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope with your final research and reflection
pieces if you wish them to be returned to you. As you will be handing them in after
workshops finish you should bring them to LALS reception (see first page of this outline
for details), or make arrangements with your tutor.

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Academic integrity means that university staff and students, in their teaching and
learning are expected to treat others honestly, fairly and with respect at all times.
It is not acceptable to mistreat academic, intellectual or creative work that has
been done by other people by representing it as your own original work.

Academic integrity is important because it is the core value on which the
University’s learning, teaching and research activities are based. Victoria
University’s reputation for academic integrity adds value to your qualification.

The University defines plagiarism as presenting someone else’s work as if it were
your own, whether you mean to or not. ‘Someone else’s work’ means anything
that is not your own idea. Even if it is presented in your own style, you must
acknowledge your sources fully and appropriately. This includes:

. Material from books, journals or any other printed source
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