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WRIT 203 - WRITING FOR PRINT MEDIA
2008 - Second Trimester

ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

Course Coordinator Dr Derck Wallace
Room Von Zedlitz 319

Phone 463 5630

E-mail: derek.wallace@vuw.ac.nz

Tutors:

Sandi Hall

E-Mail: sandi.hall@vuw.ac.nz

Room (for office hour and appointments): VZ 207, ph. 463 5612

Lucy Orbell

E-mail : lucy.orbell@vuw.ac.nz
Room (for office hour and appointments): VZ 207, ph 463 5612

(Tutors will inform you at class of their designated office hours.)
LALS Main office: Von Zedlitz 210

LALS administrative assistants: Vivien Trott: Ph. 463 5600

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course runs for 12 weeks, 7 July ~ 10 October 2008. The Mid-trimester break is 18 - 31
August.

The course consists of thee hours of workshops per week.
Workshop Times and Venues

Tuesday 9:00 am — 11:50 am: KP24202 and OK 524
Wednesday 1:10 pm — 4:00 pm: KP24202 and OK524
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Throughout the course we will be working in non-fiction, particularly “creative non-fiction”,
also known as literary journalism. This is an increasingly popular hybrid form that uses
fictional writing techniques to create non-fiction works.

MANDATORY COURSE REQUIREMENTS

In order to qualify for grade assessment at the end of the course, you must meet these
conditions:

1. Complete all assignment drafts by their due dates (unless you have formal permission
from the co-ordinator to submit late). Late submission without permission will incur a
penalty of 2% per day.

2. Attend all workshops. You may not miss more than 6 hours of workshops unless the
course coordinator agrees that there are exceptional circumstances.

WORKLOAD

It is difficult to estimate the time you will spend on your assignments, since individuals vary
in their writing processes and speeds. Generally, students enrolled in writing courses are
expected to spend on the course about 10 hours per week outside of class.

COURSE TEXTS
Prescribed: WRIT 203 Course Readings (available from Student Notes)

Recommended: Gerard, P. (1996) Creative Nonfiction. Cincinnati: Story Press. (Available
from VUW library on closed reserve)

Cheney, T. Writing Creative Nonfiction. Ten Speed Press. (Available at
Victoria Books at price of $34.95 or at VUW library on closed reserve)

Minot, 8. Literary Nonfiction: The Fourth Genre. Prentice Hall.
(Available at Victoria Books at price of $47.95)

Perl, S. and M. Schwartz (2006) Writing True: The Art and Craft of
Creative Nonfiction. Houghton Mifflin. (Library closed reserve)

ASSESSMENT

Assignment 1 (25%)

A personal essay (memoir, portrait or reflective commentary), developed, peer reviewed, and revised.

Length: 1000 words.

The first draft of this essay will receive written feedback from a peer in the class. You will then rework it and
submit it on the appointed date for tutor feedback. You will further revise it for re-submission in your final
portfolio.
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» an oral or written warning
» cancellation of your mark for an assessment or a fail grade for the course
* suspension from the course or the University.

Find out more about plagiarism, and how to avoid it, on the University’s website:

hitp:/fwww victoria.ac.nz/home/sivdv/nlasiarism. aspx

GENERAL UNIVERSITY STATUTES AND POLICIES

Students should familiarise themselves with the University's policies and
stafutes, particularly the Assessment Statute, the Personal Courses of Study
Statute, the Stafute on Student Conduct and any statutes relating to the
particular qualifications being studied; see the Victoria University Calendar
avdilable in hardcopy or under *'about Victoria” on the Victoria homepage
aft:

hitp://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/about victoria/calendar intro.himl

Information on the following topics is available electronically under "Course
Oufline General Information at:

hitp://www. victoria.ac nz/home/about/newspubs/universitypubs.aspx#gener

al
s+ Academic Grievances
¢ Student and Staff Conduct
¢ Meeting the Needs of Students with impairments

s Student Support






