
 

 

The Institute for Early Childhood Studies 

Winter Research Seminar: 
Early Childhood Professional Learning: 

Growing the Profession/Growing the Community 

Saturday 22 June 2013 
 
 

Papers/Workshops programme 

We are delighted with the wide range of topics that will be covered by our presenters and are sure 
that you will find the sessions of great interest.  

On the following pages, you will find a full list of the papers and workshops, together with a short 
abstract and biographical notes to assist you in deciding on which sessions to attend. 

This year’s programme includes a panel discussing nga wero (challenges) at the end of the day. We 
are excited with this innovation. 

We invite you to complete the registration form (this can be done by a whole centre group), and 
then complete the papers/workshops sign-up sheet (one per person). Email this information to  
foe-enquiries@vuw.ac.nz  by Friday 7 June 2013.  Early registrations will receive preference for first 
choice workshops.  

We look forward to seeing you all. 

 

 

Sarah Te One, Lesley Rameka and Judith Loveridge 
Co-Convenors ECE 
Winter Research Seminar organising committee 
 

 

mailto:foe-enquiries@vuw.ac.nz


Session One: 10.40am–11.30am—Topic and presenter 

When adults join children in playful learning 
Anne Meade 
The powerful influence of teachers as mediators of children’s learning is widely recognised in the literature, but is teacher 
mediation widely practised? The workshop draws on scenarios of adult-child ‘sustained shared thinking’ (SST) gathered 
during the field work for the Early Childhood Teachers’ Work research project (Meade et al., 2012). The concept of SST (Siraj-
Blatchford, 2010) is associated with shared higher-order thinking.  Workshop participants will role play experiences where 
SST could deepen children’s thinking, and discuss solutions to barriers for teachers intentionally mediating children’s 
playful learning. 

Learning about Advocacy 
Sarah Te One and students from the “Young Children and Advocacy” Course 
As part of their course work, students undertook a small research project in which they interviewed well known child 
advocates from a range of disciplines.  In this presentation, some of the students will share what they learnt about the skills 
used in effective advocacy.  

E Tipu e Rea: Messages for Early Childhood Professional Practice 
Lesley Rameka 
Traditional Māori society was founded on a belief system, principles, ideals and values defined and handed down by 
ancestors, rather than a set of laws that is more common in western societies. Whakataukī was one way Māori used to set 
down, reinforce and transmit these beliefs and values (Karetu, 1992; Patterson, 1992). Whakataukī can therefore be viewed 
as ancient wisdom and knowledge handed down through the generations to guide people’s lives. The test of time adds 
weight to the importance of the messages being relayed. In this paper I argue that traditional Māori knowledge and more 
specifically Apirana Ngata’s well-known whakataukī, E Tipu e Rea, holds much promise for the development of appropriate 
professional practice in current early childhood contexts for Māori. 

Don’t worry he’ll grow out of it: Slow to talk or language delayed? 
Susan Balandin 
Deciding if a child is just ‘slow to talk’ or has a more serious speech and language delay is something that families and those 
who support them may worry over yet find difficult to discuss or manage. Early childhood educators are often the first 
professionals to recognise that there may be a problem but may feel unsure about what to do or how to discuss their concerns 
with the family. This interactive workshop will focus on language development, early signals that there may be a problem and 
management strategies. Participants will be encouraged to share their own experiences, concerns and solutions. 

Supporting children's critical and creative thinking skills in the early years 
Jo Dean and Keri Cheetham 
As educators we need to be providing children with the opportunities to test out new ideas, share knowledge and build 
learning muscles so that they have the best opportunity to succeed in the future (Claxton, 2002; Robinson, 2001). Our 
research was based on exploring creative thinking with a range of children aged 3–5 years. In this presentation we will focus 
on an in-depth case study with one particular child and look specifically at one thinking skill – imagination. We, as the 
researchers, were active participants in the research alongside other teachers and gathered data through children’s 
engagement and voices, planning and assessment documentation, and parent discussions. The findings are focused on 
three main areas; the adult’s role, the child’s learning and the thinking skill development. The data gathered has been 
utilised to strengthen children’s abilities and articulate their thoughts and thinking processes. 

Is it ‘theory and practice’ or ‘theory in practice’? Let’s shift the discourse 
Kate Ord and Alice Tate  
The notion that theory is something distinct from practice holds a dominant position in teacher learning, particularly in 
initial teacher education, the first formal step on the professional learning continuum. However there is currently a strong 
challenge to this conceptualisation about knowledge of and for teaching within this country and overseas. This presentation 
explores the experiences of early childhood teacher education students in Aotearoa New Zealand as they learn to teach. We 
argue that if knowledge (theory) is severed from practice then all professional learning is compromised, whether it is pre-
service or in-service professional learning.  

Fostering quality parent and teacher engagement with children's learning using the Educa Online Portfolio 
System 
Nicola Goodman 
The influence of technology is highly evident in most early childhood centres today and is being increasingly used to 
communicate, document and share in the learning and achievements of young children. This presentation shares findings 
from a recent research project that focused on how the Educa Online Portfolio System fostered quality engagement with 
children's learning. Teachers, management and parents/extended family members’ views were sought to help understand 
what features of the online system supported parents’ and teachers’ engagement with children's learning. The presentation 
also shares results on teacher practices when using an online portfolio system which help to engage parents and whānau 
more effectively in the learning and development of their children. 



Session Two: 1.40pm–2.30pm—Topic and presenter 

Constructing diversity through philosophical statements in Aotearoa 
Judith Loveridge 
The aim of the research was to systematically investigate the ways that teachers are responding to the increasing diversity 
amongst children and their families in early childhood services in Aotearoa New Zealand.  Data was generated through a 
comprehensive national survey and case studies of eight different early childhood services which involved interviews, 
observations, a rating scale for physical resources, document analyses and field notes that were used to construct 
vignettes. This paper reports on the data that was collected through the national survey about statements concerning 
diversity in the services’ written philosophy statements and the case studies. 

The relationship between physical environments and learning – a ‘blind spot’ in NZ ECE discourse? 
Ann Pairman 
Although the design, layout and space in ECE environments influence children’s learning, NZ’s minimum standards for 
physical space compare poorly with other OECD countries and there is little NZ research in this area. Ann will argue that the 
relationship between physical environments and learning is a ‘blind spot’ in NZ ECE discourse, and will share her research 
about why this 'blind spot' may have occurred. Issues of growing concern will also be highlighted, in particular that bulk 
funding and minimum standards, rather than pedagogy, appear to be influencing the design of ECE physical environments, 
particularly in corporate ECE services – the fastest growing part of the sector.  

Goodies and baddies: Young children’s independent writing  
Mary Jane Shuker and John Dickie  
The Literacy Learning Progressions describe the knowledge, skills and attitudes that children draw on to meet the demands 
of the curriculum in primary classrooms.  This presentation is based on our study where teachers acknowledged and drew 
on children’s own values and knowledge of popular culture to stimulate children’s writing.  It focuses on our interviews with 
year 1 and 2 children as they shared examples of their free writing that illustrated their interests in popular culture.  We 
describe how primary teachers can use examples such as these to inform their overall teacher judgments of children’s 
writing achievement. We argue that acknowledgement and incorporation of children’s values in both early childhood and 
early primary settings can assist children’s literacy learning at transition to school.  

Collaborative planned reviews: Can partnership between academics and teachers enhance 
children’s literacy outcomes? 
Claire McLachlan (presenting), Alison Arrow and Judy Watson 
This session will report the findings of two collaborative planned reviews of literacy in state kindergartens in 2012.  The 
research team of Claire McLachlan, Alison Arrow and Judy Watson worked with the teaching team in each kindergarten over 
a period of three school terms to identify children’s progress in literacy development and to support further learning 
through curriculum planning and pedagogies.  The results of children’s progress will be reported, along with an examination 
of the ways in which teachers used the collaborative planned review to adjust their teaching practices.  The implications for 
professional learning and policy will be explored. 

Professional dialogue as professional learning 
Christine Healy 
Research indicates that professional dialogue is an important contributor to pedagogy as this enables teachers to 
deconstruct ideas in order to better understand their teaching practice and children’s learning. This presentation 
introduces findings from a qualitative case study that investigated teachers’ understanding of professional dialogue and 
how the culture and organisation of the early childhood education centre provides opportunities for dialogue. Conditions 
which enable professional dialogue to occur are explored together with those which inhibit a dialogic culture. The 
theoretical understanding of dialogue was drawn from educational and organisational literature. Cultural historical activity 
theory (CHAT) was the conceptual framework which underpinned the methodology. 

Quality home-based education and care from the sector’s perspective: Implications for practice 
Judy Layland 
Recent policy reports have raised concerns about quality education and care for children under two years of age attending 
home-based early childhood services. A 2012 study accessed the voices of ECE academics, researchers, sector leaders, 
service providers, educators, and parents/family/whānau, on the nature of quality in this sector for children under two. This 
presentation will share the key findings from the study and explore the implications of these for all the stakeholders. 

continued… 



Building child-friendly cities 
Barbara Lambourn  
A child-friendly city (CFC) promotes and champions children’s rights and recognises children as important stakeholders for 
the present and future development of the city. Where children grow, play, learn and explore has a marked influence on the 
adult they become. UNICEF NZ leads and promotes a global CFC programme based on a set of building blocks that can be 
integrated into city governance and planning. This presentation discusses this programme which also seeks to empower 
young citizens to influence decisions about their city, express their opinion and participate in family, community and social 
life. It promotes children’s right to be safe in the streets, have space to meet friends and places to play, live in an unpolluted 
environment with green spaces, and be an equal citizen of their city with access to every service they need, without 
discrimination of any kind. 

Learning and professional identity:   An ECE supervisors’ professional development network  
Stephanie Doyle 
Research to date on PD in ECE focuses on teachers, culturally appropriate pedagogies and practices, and learning outcomes 
for children.  In contrast this research centres on an ECE supervisors’ network group and their learning. Data sources 
included a questionnaire, observations of network meetings, a focus group, and field notes. Thematic analysis highlighted 
the function of the network in lessening isolation and developing a shared sense of professional identity. The findings 
illustrate the pivotal relationship of meaning in learning and identity formation, and of identity in developing a community 
of practice. 

 



 

The Institute for Early Childhood Studies 

Biographical notes 
 
Susan Balandin 
Susan is Professor (Research) and Director of the Jessie Hetherington Centre for Educational Research. Her research is 
focused on community participation of people with lifelong disability, particularly those with severe communication 
impairments. Trained as a speech therapist in the UK she worked as a clinician for many years in early intervention and 
specialist disability services prior to entering academia.  

Sue Cherrington 
Sue is the Associate Dean (Early Childhood Teacher Education) at Victoria University of Wellington. Initially a kindergarten 
teacher, Sue has been lecturing in early childhood teacher education for more than 20 years. Her research interests are 
focused on aspects of early childhood teachers' professional practice including teacher thinking and reflection, 
professional learning and development, professionalism and ethics, and diversity.  

Jo Dean and Keri Cheetham 
Jo is currently working at Massey University, Institute of Education within the Bachelor of Education (Early Years) teaching 
programme. Jo also has experience working as a kindergarten teacher and is passionate about the arts and working with 
young children. 
 
Keri is currently working at the Centre of Educational Development, Massey University. Keri is an experienced kindergarten 
teacher and is a strong advocate for young children. 

Stephanie Doyle 
Stephanie Doyle is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Education, Victoria University. Her professional background is in 
adult education and training, and her research interests include an interest in how people learn, and the connections 
between learning and the world of work. The paper presented at the seminar arose from a collaborative research project 
undertaken by a group of researchers and professional development facilitators investigating how knowledge and learning 
is generated and shared in professional development networks. 

Nicola Goodman 
Nicola is an early childhood teacher who is currently studying for her Master’s in Education through Victoria University. 
Prior to beginning her undergraduate degree she taught overseas in a Reggio Emilia Centre in Asia. Nicola is currently a 
tutor at Victoria University and will be presenting on the research she completed as a summer scholar 2012/2013.  

Christine Healy 
Christine is the Practice Leader for Barnardos New Zealand in the Wellington region. She has worked with many early 
childhood education centres and teachers as a Playcentre parent, teacher, facilitator, and mentor. Her interest in 
professional dialogue developed as a result of her facilitation and mentoring work with teachers. In 2012 she completed 
her thesis “Overlapping realities: exploring how the culture and management of an early childhood education centre 
provides teachers with opportunities for professional dialogue”. 

Barbara Lambourn  
Barbara is the National Advocacy Manager for UNICEF NZ. The role involves identifying and advocating on matters that 
impact children in New Zealand, in respect of their rights under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Her 
background is in community development in the Bay of Plenty and in Wellington. She is a parent, has been a foster parent 
and has a strong belief, through observation and experience, in the ability of communities to collaborate and formulate 
effective solutions for social change.  
 
Judy Layland   
Judy is a Senior Teacher Education Fellow at the University of Otago, College of Education. Her research over the last 10 
years has focussed on children’s participation rights; quality early childhood education for under two-year-olds in home-
based early childhood services; and students’ assessment of children’s developing working theories and the place for 
robust curriculum content knowledge. 



Judith Loveridge 
Judith is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Educational Psychology and Pedagogy, Faculty of Education, Victoria University 
of Wellington. She is particularly interested in the intersection between social and cultural processes and individuals’ 
learning and development. Her major on-going area of research has been the ways in which children and adults learn and 
develop through their experiences of implicit cultural practices as well as through the experiences they have as a result of 
explicitly stated educational goals and pedagogical philosophies and practices. 

Claire McLachlan, Alison Arrow and Judy Watson 
Claire McLachlan is Professor of Childhood Education at Massey University Institute of Education. She has longstanding 
interests in early childhood curriculum, literacy, physical activity, and assessment and evaluation in the early childhood 
setting.   
 
Alison Arrow is Senior Lecturer in Literacy Education and has research interests in emergent literacy, transition to school 
and the psycholinguistic aspects of reading and writing. 
 
Judy Watson was formerly a Senior Tutor at Massey University College of Education and is currently teaching for the 
Ruahine Kindergarten Association. Judy is a very experienced early childhood teacher and completed her MEd thesis on 
literacy in the early childhood context. 

Anne Meade 
Anne is an education consultant specialising in early childhood education research and advice.  In 2011–12, she was the 
coordinator for the Early Childhood Teachers’ Work research project undertaken by Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa/NZ 
Childcare Association.  

Joce Nuttall 
Joce is an Associate Professor and Principal Research Fellow in the Faculty of Education at Australian Catholic University. 
Joce's research projects describe, implement and theorise new approaches to continuing professional learning in early 
childhood education settings. 

Kate Ord and Alice Tate 
Kate is academic co-leader and senior lecturer at Te Tari Puna Ora o Aotearoa NZ Childcare Association. Kate is keenly 
interested in teacher professional learning. The findings of her doctoral research have strong resonances in Alice Tate’s 
findings. Hence their collaboration in this presentation.  
 
Alice is a regional lecturer at the Open Polytechnic. Alice explored the experiences of distance teacher education students 
in her recently completed Masters research through the lens of situated learning theories.  

Ann Pairman 
Ann has been involved in ECE for over 30 years. During this time she has worked as a teacher and head teacher in a variety 
of centres; as a professional development facilitator and advisor on the establishment of new ECE centres for the Early 
Childhood Development Unit (ECDU); and as a policy analyst with the Ministry of Education. Ann has taught at Aubert 
Childcare Centre in Wellington for the past 6 years and has recently returned to Victoria University to further her 
postgraduate studies.  

Lesley Rameka 
Lesley is a Senior Lecturer at the School of Educational Psychology and Pedagogy, Faculty of Education, Victoria University 
of Wellington. Lesley worked as a coordinator on the Kei Tua o te Pae: early childhood exemplars project and as Project 
Director for the Te Whatu Pōkeka: Kaupapa Māori Assessment for Learning: Early Childhood Exemplars project. Lesley’s 
current interests include: Māori early childhood education, Assessment and Curriculum and Māori perspectives of Infants 
and Toddlers. 

Mary Jane Shuker and John Dickie 
Mary Jane is a Senior Lecturer in early childhood teacher education at Victoria University. She teaches undergraduate and 
graduate courses on written and spoken literacy and literacy acquisition both face-to-face and online modes. 
 
John was formerly a primary teacher and particularly enjoyed teaching reading and writing to 5 to 7 year olds. His research 
interest is in literacy as social and cultural practice, and he currently lectures in pre-service, graduate and postgraduate 
English literacy courses for teachers at Victoria University.  

Sarah Te One  
Sarah is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Education at Victoria University. Her research interests include children’s rights 
and advocacy. The students are a mix of BA and BA/BTeach (ECE) students majoring in Education or a related discipline. 
This is their final year of undergraduate study. 
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