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Introduction

There are limited studies on the impact of working with potenfially
fraumatic material (PTM) among criminal lawyers. The small number
of studies indicate lawyers are occupationally at risk of being
affected by working with PTM and report negative
symptoms. *

Crown prosecutors (CPs) have distinct occupational exposure fo trauma,
due fo:

* High caseloads of serious criminal cases (higher trauma content)

* Working with traumatised and vulnerable complainants/victims.
However, no research has explored the experiences of this group in

their work with PTM

objective

¢ Toinvestigate Crown prosecutors’
experiences of working with potentially
traumatic material and emotions in
their roles.

Ethical Considerations

Research approved by the Victoria University of Wellington Human

Ethics Committee.

* Wiritten consent of parficipants

* Ensuring confidentiality of data (e.g. pseudonym and redaction of
identifying data)

* Participant and researcher well-being

Method & Analysis

Participants

* 19 practising Crown prosecutors across four Crown solicitor firms

» Consisting of 7 males and 12 females; @ junior, 4 intermediate and
6 senior prosecutors

Materials

* Semi-structured interviews ranging 42 minutes to 2.5 hours (average
57 minutes)

* Interviews conducted via Zoom

Procedure
e |nterviews transcribed verbatim

* Identifying information removed

Data Analysis
* Reflexive Thematic Analysis, consisting of six stages

Key Findings

* CPsexperienced negative symptoms (e.g. recurring infrusive imagery,
heightened paranoia) that ranged in persistence and severity.

* Workplace and personal factors both protected and exacerbated
these negative symptoms.

* These findings add to the limited qualitative research that criminal
lawyers are an at-risk population from their occupational exposure
to PTM.

 There is a better need to understand and address the impact of
working with PTM and its detrimental and potentially long-lasting
impacts.

* CPs carry out an integral role in the criminal justice system. There is
an overarching duty of care fo ensure they are not working to their
own defriment.
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