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Call For Entrants:

2015 New Zealand “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition for
Secondary & Tertiary Students

Wellington Regional Competition: Saturday 2 May 2015

Deadline for entry: Wednesday 22 April 2015

The “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition ( ) has become a highlight on
the Confucius Institute events calendar. This annual event is intended to encourage more
students to learn Chinese language and culture, and help students improve their Chinese
speaking ability by competing with their peers in a friendly, fun environment.

This year’s Wellington Regional Competition will be held on Saturday 2 May by the
Confucius Institute at the Kelburn Campus of Victoria University of Wellington. The New
Zealand National Competition will be hosted by Confucius Institute at the University of
Canterbury in Christchurch on Saturday 16 May.

The winners of the national competition (senior secondary and tertiary categories) will then

represent New Zealand in the International “Chinese Bridge” Competition in China later in
the year.

Eligibility
Entrants compete in the Junior Secondary (Years 7-10), Senior Secondary (Years 11-13) or
Tertiary categories.

Junior Secondary and Senior Secondary Categories:

The Junior Secondary and Senior Secondary Categories are open to students of Chinese
language who are currently studying at any New Zealand school. Students at all levels of
ability are encouraged to participate.



Tertiary Category:

The Tertiary Category is open to students of any NZQA registered New Zealand Tertiary
institute. Students at all levels of ability are encouraged to participate.

Students representing New Zealand in the International Competition in China must be non-
native-Chinese-speaking New Zealand citizens or New Zealand permanent residents.
Therefore, only New Zealand citizens and permanent residents who are non-native Chinese
speakers will advance to the New Zealand National Competition in Wellington. However,
native/ semi-native Chinese speakers are welcome to participate in the Wellington Regional
Competition, and those who do well will be issued certificates of distinction.

A non-native speaker of Chinese is defined as a non-Chinese citizen whose first language or
mother tongue is not Chinese AND who has no native speakers of Chinese (including
Mandarin or any other Chinese dialect) in one’s immediate family, including grandparents.

Teachers at each school are advised to place their students in the appropriate category
when the students register for the competition. Should anyone involved with the
competition has any doubt about the eligibility of a student, they must raise the issue with
the organising committee. The organising committee has appointed an advisory group of
language experts headed by Dr Wang Yu, the National Advisor of Chinese Language. The
advisory group will make a final decision on the eligibility of the student.

Format of the Competition

The Competition consists of two sections: Chinese speech and talent presentation. For the
Chinese speech section, each student is required to give a speech for no less than 2 minutes
and no more than 3 minutes. Students are encouraged to use props or other forms of
demonstration to enrich their presentations. Students are recommended not to simply read
from a prewritten script. Their speeches will be judged according to the content, fluency,
grammar, pronunciation, and presentation. Talent presentation is a bonus section instead of
a compulsory one. There are no guidelines on the form of talent presentation except a time
limit of 2 minutes.

Choose one of the following topics for your speech:

e The friendship between Chinese and New Zealanders
e Personal China-related experience

e Chinese study experience

Registering for Wellington Regional Competition

Each school or university may select up to five students (including native/semi-native
speakers) to compete in each category. The head teacher of the Chinese programme are
kindly asked to fill out the registration form (attached) and send it by email to
laiching.tan@vuw.ac.nz or by mail to the Confucius Institute at Victoria University of
Wellington, PO Box 600, Wellington 6140 by 22 April 2015.




As per the requirements of the New Zealand Ministry of Education, junior secondary and
senior secondary students who travel out of town for the competition must provide a
student guardian’s consent form before they could participate in the competition. The form
is available to students upon request.

Advancing to National and International Competitions

The top four winners in the junior secondary and senior secondary categories in the
Wellington Regional Competition will advance to the New Zealand National Competition
held in Christchurch on 16 May 2015. Travel fares for national competitors and team
leaders are to be covered by the organisers of the competition.

The first and the second placed competitors of the senior secondary student category will
represent NZ in the International Competition in China and the third and the fourth placed
competitors will be invited by Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters to be supporters at
the International Final. Students cannot represent New Zealand in two consecutive years. In
the event that the winner has participated in the competition in the previous year, the next
placed competitor will take their place. Both competitors’ and supporters’ international
airfares and accommodation in China will be sponsored by Hanban/Confucius Institute
Headquarters. Domestic travel fare and other costs, such as the visa application fee, will be
covered by the participants themselves.

There is no New Zealand National Competition for the tertiary category. The First Prize
winners (2 positions) in the tertiary category in the Wellington Regional Competition will
advance directly to the International Competition in China; the Second Prize winner (1
position) will be invited to China as a supporter. Similar to winners in the senior secondary
category, international airfare and accommodation in China will be sponsored by
Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters. Domestic travel fare and other costs, such as visa
application fee, will be covered by the participants themselves.
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2015 New Zealand “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition for Secondary & Tertiary Students

Wellington Regional Competition: Saturday 2 May 2015

Deadline for entry: Wednesday 22 April 2015

Registration Form

Surname Given name Year Level

Home Address &
Phone No.

E-mail address

Category

Native/semi-native
speaker (Y/N)

School or University

Name of the Chinese teacher

Chinese Teacher’s contact details

email and phone number)

Contact details of Teacher in Charge (if different from
Chinese teacher)




