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Academic Word List

Words in Context Test

Full Name:______________________________________  Class No:_____

This is a test of how well you understand words from the Academic Word List when you see them in a reading passage.

For each academic word in the passage(in bold print), there are three words or phrases.  Choose the one which best explains the meaning of the word as it is used in the passage.   Put a circle around the word/phrase you choose, as in the following examples:

	
The lack of rain over the past few months has created a problem for farmers, who








  caused








  opened








  solved

rely on good rainfall in order to maximise their production.

act



    bring it to market

depend



    keep it the same

hope



    make it the best





If you are not sure what the answer is, you can guess.  You will not lose any marks for guessing wrongly.

ANSWER KEY
Using Wind to Produce Electricity

In the 20th century, modern industrial nations have depended mostly on coal,

oil and gas to provide plentiful supplies of electricity and other forms of energy to 

maintain their standard of living.  However, there are considerable problems 

  improve





    possible

  keep






    interesting 

  provide






    significant
with each of these fuels and many governments are providing incentives for consumers 









amounts of money









special programmes









ways to encourage them
to change to alternative forms of energy.  One form that seems to have great potential 


         less harmful





 a large amount of energy


           more expensive





strength and effectiveness


           not so effective





the ability to be successful
at the moment is wind power, which involves the exploitation of strong wind currents to 







         a use that is unfair







         making good use of it






         starting to use it

produce electricity.  This is achieved by building a wind turbine, consisting of a tall, 





done




joining





reached




made of




won




the same as

narrow tower to which three blades are attached.  As the blades spin around in the wind, 





  
     near





  
     fixed




   
     related

their movements are converted into electricity by a machine called a generator.



            brought together



            changed


            driven

Until recently, wind turbines have not been a very economic method of 








efficient








financial









profitable
producing electricity.  However, recent technological innovations mean that the costs 








  large investments








  new developments







  scientific studies

of wind generation are equivalent to those of existing forms of energy, and there are 




easy to compare




equally important




very similar
accompanying advantages for the environment.  Wind generation is clean and causes

 attractive for business

 going together with it
 similar in nature

minimal damage to the surrounding area.   Furthermore, it is renewable because, 

less





in addition
none at all




in the longer term

only a little




in this case

in contrast to oil or coal, the world’s supply of wind will continue indefinitely.  
compared to


        




not clearly

opposed to




         


without an end
unlike





        


without certainty

Another advantage is that wind turbines can be used in a flexible manner.  A single 





         


        able to meet different needs







        able to bend








        able to move easily

turbine can produce sufficient electricity for a local community or, alternatively, a 



           an adequate amount




as another possibility


           a small quantity




at other times



           more than enough




in the future

large number of them can be concentrated in one place to form a “wind farm”, which

done thoughtfully

moved carefully

put together
can generate electricity for distribution throughout a whole region.





sharing





spreading





supplying
One issue that often causes controversy is where a wind farm should be built.  If 

bad effects

mixed feelings

strong disagreement
the proposed location is close to populated areas, local residents may complain that the 



project




      family members



site




      government officials



structure




      people living there
turbines are ugly and constitute a kind of visual “pollution”.  On the other hand,




are built




can be considered



should be illegal

farmers may readily consent to the construction of a wind farm on their land because




agree



plan




work together
subsequently most of the land can still be used for conventional farming.  Thus,

after that






combined

finally






normal
luckily






planned

farm owners can obtain a supplementary income from the electricity company,

 


         extra
 


         fixed

 


         valuable

without having to abandon their regular farming activities.



       change



       reduce



        stop 

Another option is to put the wind farm out at sea.  Although the initial costs 


   decision





at the beginning


   method





down at the bottom



   possibility





from the front

are higher than on land, they are offset by the fact that an offshore wind farm is 





      balanced




      increased





      limited

definitely more efficient at generating electricity because of the stronger, more constant 

most of the time








always increasing

probably









happening often

without doubt








staying the same
wind currents over the sea.  Already wind farms are expanding in the shallow waters

getting bigger
going further out

reaching higher

around Denmark, and it is anticipated that similar projects will soon be undertaken near 




        decided




          begun



        expected




          designed




        planned




          finished

the coast of Britain.  

The Development of the Internet


One of the most dramatic developments in the last decade was the








          half a century








          recent time








          ten-year period
establishment of the Internet as a worldwide medium of communication.  It began in 







average







method   







middle

the 1960s as a network linking computers in academic and military institutions in the 




  belonging to




 buildings




  joining





 organisations



  serving





 sites

United States.  Twenty years ago it was utilised predominantly by scientists and 







      firstly







      mostly






      only

academics to exchange research data and maintain contact with each other.

lecturers





             agreement

specialists




             communication
students





             touching

However, the creation of the World Wide Web in 1990 has led to enormous growth









            very fast









            very large








            very surprising

in the use of the Internet by millions of people in virtually every country of the 







         almost






         perhaps







         truly

world.  The Web is a system which transmits not only numbers and text but also 





            contains



   books





            sends out



   stories





            shows



   written material
sounds and images, and it does so with a clarity that is really extraordinary.  It 


        ideas


        being clear

        pictures


        being clever


        symbols


        being fast

provides access to a comprehensive collection of information on just about any topic. 



           easy to understand





      opinion



           including almost everything




      person



           very interesting





      subject
Another of the principal uses of the Internet is for e-mail, which facilitates almost 



early





           makes it cheaper



effective





           makes it easier


main





           makes it necessary

instant communication between people on a global basis, so that the delays which 






       around the world





       at any time






       in all languages

affect normal mail services are largely eliminated.   The Internet has other beneficial 






   forgotten



 changing






   reduced



  financial






   removed



  helpful
uses as well, but it can also be exploited for undesirable or even criminal purposes.





  used fully





  used quietly





  used unfairly
This has led to continuing debate about the extent to which governments should 




        agreement




        discussion



        education

regulate their citizens’ access to the Internet and their use of it.  Whatever the 

control
prevent

support

outcomes of this debate, the Internet has already has a great influence on 

arguments

reasons

results
contemporary society and its impact will be sustained for the foreseeable future.

existing now




 continued
traditional




 increased

western





 welcomed

