
TE HERENGA WAKA—       
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF 
WELLINGTON

ALUMNI APPEAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS: 
DONOR IMPACT 
REPORT
APRIL–DECEMBER 2021



THE STORY OF YOUR 
IMPACT BEGINS HERE
 

RAISED FROM 
THE 2021 ALUMNI 
APPEAL

10
ALUMNI APPEAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED FOR 
2022

 Emily Blennerhassett 
Bachelor of Arts

Josephine Bonnington-Mailisi 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Commerce

Olivia Dykes 
 Bachelor of Commerce 

“As a second year student going into my first year of flatting, the Wellington 
rent market was more than a little intimidating… but I was willing to make it 
work because I adore this city. This scholarship has given me the opportunity 
to spend this year getting involved in what this fantastic university has to offer 
outside of classes, finding ways to give back, swimming in thunderstorms, 
writing poems for Salient, and collecting more glorious knowledge. So thank 
you, I am more grateful than I can say for your support.”

“I would like to thank you for your generosity and for allowing me the financial 
freedom to pursue my goals and dreams without additional financial pressure. 
Thanks to this kind of donation, I have been given the opportunity to study 
abroad at the University of Austin Texas and will be able to supplement my 
education with this. I am so excited to immerse myself in the international 
realm of both business and the performing arts. This kind of generosity does 
not go unnoticed. My family and I are over the moon and are so grateful for this 
support.” 

“Your generosity is so hugely appreciated and will go on to have a significant 
impact on my life, not only this year, but over the course of my time at 
university. Overall, this scholarship will take an enormous amount of pressure 
off me, and generally help me to live my best life, doing things I am extremely 
passionate about. I hope that one day I will be able to contribute to a 
scholarship to help someone else in the way you have helped me!”

$50,036 274 
GENEROUS 
DONORS

Our 2022 Alumni Appeal Scholarship recipients share 
what a difference your gift is making to them.



Jane Eaves 
 Bachelor of Arts

Vijuan Karaha 

 Bachelor of Science

“To me, you are very special. You have helped me beyond compare and your 
measure of awhi and aroha will not be taken for granted. This award will allow 
me to focus more on my studies, and not so much my financial situation. It 
will help me be the best student I can possibly be for 2022. When I received 
the email saying “congratulations you have received the Alumni Appeal 
Scholarship” I was in shock. I felt like I could finally breathe fresh air and not 
the air of stress, annoyance and tension. I felt like I could finally start focusing 
on my studies.” 

Mikayla Piripi 
 Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Laws
“Receiving this award reassures me that I am heading in the right direction; 
that having such high aspirations with my background is worth it and that 
I am capable as a young Māori woman. Especially with the help of such 
generous people. This award gives inspiration to me and my family as to 
what can be achieved through academic pathways and hard work.”

“Finding out I was receiving this award was probably the biggest sigh of relief 
I have felt in a while; the prospect of this year suddenly felt like something 
I could manage and am able to put more energy into my love and passion 
for English Literature without that constant burden. This scholarship was 
the difference between a year of constant pressure and anxiety, and a year 
of having the freedom and flexibility to breathe. I really am grateful beyond 
words.” 

“I humbly thank you for providing me with this opportunity. From this award I 
will be able to purchase all my recommended textbooks, be able to travel to 
and from university without any worries, and have the ability to comfortably 
submerge myself into university extracurricular activities. My ambition is to 
become a policy analyst for a government ministry with an overall goal to 
bring representation within the world of policy for the Pasifika community.” 

Lauren Siemsen 
 Bachelor of Arts

“Because of your donation, I am able to pay off a chunk of my accommodation 
and school fees, which has taken a burden off my shoulders. I am able to focus 
on my studies with the ease of knowing I can continue to live here and pay 
the University back. Your donation is a huge help to me and my family, and we 
appreciate the support so much.” 

Jefanya Manalu 

 Bachelor of Architecture
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Rawinia Lloyd 

 Bachelor of Science

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supplying 
such a generous scholarship. It has found me at the perfect 
time as I have hit a pretty tough financial spot and without this 
scholarship I would definitely be facing an immense amount 
of stress. Please know that this scholarship is a blessing and 
I wholeheartedly appreciate it. I now have another reason to 
continue to push myself and aim high in terms of my goals.” 

“The scholarship will contribute significantly towards my 
financial commitments for this year and will allow me to 
concentrate on my studies rather than working to fund my 
expenses. This will also give me the opportunity to be an 
active member of the Pasifika Law Student Society and fulfil 
my role as Treasurer. It is very humbling to know that my 
efforts are acknowledged and recognised by you all.”

Shanay Talopau 

 Bachelors of Arts, Bachelor of Laws


