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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL 
 
I am pleased to announce that Professor Simon Mackenzie has been 
appointed as the next Head of School for SACS effective from 3 
February 2020.  This is wonderful news. 
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HONOURS STUDENT WINS PLACE IN A WORKSHOP 
ON VIDEO ANALYSIS IN HONG KONG UNIVERSITY 

Bex Kidson  
Sociology Honours Candidate 

One of our Honours students, Rebecca Kidson, has been selected to 
attend a two-day international workshop on video analysis at the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). The workshop will be held 
at the end of August this year. Ten places were offered to students 
from around the world interested in postgraduate study relating to 
the use of video analysis in sociology. Rebecca is the only attendee 
from New Zealand, joining nine other students from Canada, France, 

The workshop is hosted by CUHK’s Video 
Analysis, Science, and Technology (VAST) 
Research Group and will introduce the 
methodology followed by an opportunity for 
participants to learn more about the group’s 
work and to workshop proposals for their 
own research in the field. Rebecca is 
currently undertaking research involving 
video analysis as part of her Honours study, 
relating to the use of beverages in face-to-
face interaction at networking events. 

The SACS newsletter is always a very good update on what is 
happening right across our school: graduates are going places and 
showcase there diverse and impactful research; academics share 
some of their activities outside the university and alert us to new 
publications. As always, Suzanne has done really well in chasing 
these stories and updates and collating them into a good read.  

A particular thank you needs to go to  
Professor Kevin Dew for taking on the role of 
Associate Dean Research in FHSS; finally, after 
many years of absence, our school has a 
presence in the Dean’s team, and such a 
distinguished one too. 

 - Professor Brigitte Bönisch-Brednich  



THE MOUNTAINS 
ARE MY BREATH: 
EXPLORING THE 
LIVED EXPERIENCE 
OF 
MOUNTAINEERING 
THROUGH 
PHENOMENOLOGY  

My Master’s thesis is 
looking into the experience 
of mountaineering through 
a phenomenological lens. 
By using this approach 
which focuses on the lived 
experience of the body I 
hope to be able to develop 
a fuller insight into the 
experience of 
mountaineering – focusing 
on the risk and reward, the 
elective suffering and the 
interaction between the 
mountain environment and 
the climber. To do this, I 
want to complement the 
written portion of my thesis 
with the medium of sound 
in the form of a podcast to 
create an immersive 
experience that blends 
mountain and climbing 
soundscapes with 
ethnographic analysis. The 
use of this format will also 
make the results of my 
research more accessible to 
the climbing community.  

 Morgan Scully 
Cultural Anthropology  MA 

Candidate 

 

PROFESSOR KEVIN DEW’S NEW ROLE 

In May this year I took up 
a .5 position as Associate 
Dean (Research) for Faculty 
of Humanites and Social 
Sciences (FHSS). For some 
time I have been our 
School’s representative on 
the Joint Research 
Committee (which is a 
research committee for the 
Faculty of Education as well 
as for us). The Committee’s 
main activity is to assess 
large grant applications for 
the Faculties, as well as 
assessing research and 
conference funding 
applications from 
postgraduate students. I 
now co-convene this 
Committee and also co-
convene the Joint Leave 
Committee, which assesses 
staff Research and Study 
Leave applications. I am 
on the University Research 
Committee, which makes 

recommendations on the 
larger University Research 
Fund grants and advises on 
the University’s research 
policy. I approve academic 
staff conference 
applications and small grant 
applications (up to $1200) 
from both staff and 
postgraduate students. If 
anyone wants to know 
more about Faculty 
research funding please get 
in touch. 

Dr Geoff  Troughton and Philip Fountain have co-edited a 
special issue on Christianity and Development in the Pacific.  
This has been published in the journal SITES.  

Although a significant literature has arisen examining the 
intersections of Christianity and development in the Pacific, 
these themes have yet to receive the full attention they 
deserve. This special issue seeks to encourage further 
scholarship on these important themes. In this introduction 
Philip and Geoff trace some of the entanglements between 
religion and development in Pacific history and suggest some 
productive future research trajectories. 

Read the full article. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE PUBLISHED FOR  
DR  GEOFF TROUGHTON   
AND DR PHILIP FOUNTAIN 

 Professor Kevin Dew 
Associate Dean 

Dr Philip  Fountain and Dr Geoff  Troughton  

https://sites.otago.ac.nz/Sites/article/view/435


“A GENDERED DOOR” – AN 
EXPLORATIVE STUDY OF 
OCCUPATIONAL MASCULINITY 
AMONGST ‘BOUNCERS’ AND THE 
EXPERIENCES OF FEMALE DOOR 
STAFF 

Misogynistic attitudes often result in women’s 
exclusion from positions of power in 
institutional structures through the use of 
sexual harassment, discriminatory 
recruitment methods and exclusion from 
social circles. Traditionally, previous 
criminological discourse on bouncers has 
focused on close affinities with violence and 
the domination of aggressive men within the 
Night Time Economy (NTE), largely ignoring 
the role of the female bouncer.  
 
MA student Ash Sargison’s research aims to 
explore the experiences of New Zealand 
women working as bouncers in a male 
dominated industry, which revolves around 
physical toughness as key indicators of 
strength and authority.  

 

BRIGITTE BONISCH-
BREDNICH PRESENTS IN 
GRAZ 

This is a poster of a lecture that 
Brigitte Bönisch-Brednich gave in Graz, 
Germany about people she had 
interviewed for her migrant-academic 

research . 

NOTHING LESS THAN A CRISIS 

  

This submission on the Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill urges the 

Government to get real about climate change and call it what it is – a crisis. This submission is 

written by Roger Brooking from the Honours Programme at Victoria University (Submissions closed 

on July 16). 

Submission on the 
Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill 

The Problem with the Bill 
 

“In June 2018 the Ministry for the environment published a 61-page discussion document 

titled: Our Climate Your Say: Consultation on Zero Carbon Bill.  There is no mention of crisis or 

emergency in any of the 61 pages.   The nearest it gets is to state that The Zero Carbon Bill 

proposes a plan to: “better understand the risks and to plan for how we adapt to climate change.” 

Read the full submission 

 

The study will also consider 
the underrepresentation of 
women within the private 
security industry, and explore 
structures of occupational 
masculinity in order to 
understand how women 
navigate instances of violence 
within a ‘non-traditional’ 
occupation. 

 Ash Sargison  

Criminology  

MA Candidate 

https://www.criminologycollective.nz/


NEW LAWS ARE GREAT, BUT RAPE VICTIMS DESERVE MORE 
RADICAL CHANGE 

 

It's a little hard to believe I've been in Japan 
for a bit over a year now, but here we are. 
After an initial 5-month stint of intensive 
Japanese language study, I began 
establishing contact with a variety of long-
term eldercare providers and robotics 
laboratories in preparation for fieldwork. 
While many of these contacts did not 
progress past the initial contact - as anybody 
who has conducted field research will be able 
to relate to - I have managed to meet some 
incredibly helpful people in the eldercare 
field. Establishing relationships with people 
from the technology side of things has not 
gone as smoothly, but I am currently 
(tentatively) re-contacting previous labs via a 
colleague whose work occupies the space 
between care and technology; developing 
and testing robotic technologies for 
improving eldercare. 

 

Issues aside, a few months ago I began twice
-weekly visits to a 'standard' eldercare 
facility at which little technology is used, as 
well as somewhat sporadic visits (determined 
month-by-month) at a range of facilities 
operated by a single care provider where 
significant efforts are being made to 
incorporate advanced care-related 
technologies. At both sites, I spent the day 
as a volunteer - a role which encompasses 
cleaning, restocking various supplies, serving 
food, assisting in feeding, helping with 

planned activities, and just spending time 
talking to residents - at the same time 
observing daily life in these facilities. 

 

While it is still too early for me to draw any 
conclusions from my research, I have - 
cliched though it may be - definitely gained a 
greater understanding of what caregivers go 
through on a daily basis, and what, according 
to them, constitutes "good care" in Japan. 
Having spoken to many staff members at 
these facilities and hearing their ambivalence 
toward robots and other high-tech devices, I 
must admit to some degree of uncertainty 
about my initial research goals and 
assumptions. I am hoping that further 
research allows me to constructively probe 
and reflect on these uncertainties in order to 
refine my research going forward. 

  

 

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY PHD STUDENT CALLAN SAIT REPORTS 
FROM JAPAN 

Professor Jan Joran was asked to write an opinion editorial 
piece on the proposed rape law changes and it was featured 
on The Spinoff 3 July 2019. 

Back in the mid-1990s a New Zealand judge, the Hon Justice 
E. W. Thomas, wrote an article slamming the lack of justice 
accorded rape victims by the very system in which he held 
office. Rape, he said, is “the most vicious and reprehensible 
crime in the criminal calendar”. Our courts failed such vic-
tims, he asserted, a reprehensible occurrence since “the vio-
lated woman should not be victimised a second time”.  

Read the full article. 

 Callan Sait,  

Cultural Anthropology PhD Student 

https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/03-07-2019/new-laws-are-great-but-rape-victims-deserve-more-radical-change/


Kia ora Kotou! My name is Zoe Poppelwell and I was appointed 

postgraduate representative for SACS earlier this year. I am also 

in the final six months of my PhD in Cultural Anthropology 

exploring extreme preterm birth in Aotearoa. I have really enjoyed 

stepping into this role so far, and I hope to continue lifting the 

postgrad voice within our school. 

You’re more than welcome to come and speak to me about any 

issues you have. I am also able to represent issues to the school, 

take matters to the SACS school meetings, and just do what I can 

to help. My office is on the 9th floor of Murphy building (MY909). I 

am happy to come down to 14KP if any of our RELI colleagues 

would prefer to meet there. 

Currently, along with an awesome team of postgrads, I 

am planning the annual SACS Postgraduate Symposium 

with the theme ‘Branching Out: Doing Interdisciplinary 

Social Research’. The one-day symposium, held on 

Wednesday the 13th of November, will be an excellent 

opportunity for SACS postgraduate students (honours 

through to PhD) to develop their conference presentation 

skills in a friendly environment. Postgraduate students at 

any stage are encouraged to present on their research in 

preparation for conferences, to get some feedback from a 

supportive audience of your peers, or just share what 

you've been up to with your work this year. If you’re 

interested in presenting at this symposium, please submit 

a 150-word abstract with a title and 3 keywords to 

sacspostgradsymposium@gmail.com no later than 

Monday 2nd September. 

You’re also welcome to join the school postgrad Facebook group if you would like to. 

We post updates and information and have discussions on the page. For those who are 

not on Facebook, don’t worry, anything essential will be sent via email to the whole 

school. Here’s the link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1669705039707186/ 

I look forward to getting to know everyone and talking to you all as the year 

progresses!   

SACS POSTGRADUATE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE  
ZOE POPPELWELL 

 Zoe Poppelwell 

Cultural Anthropology  

PhD Candidate 

mailto:sacspostgradsymposium@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1669705039707186/


 

 

Human 
Experience of 
Environmental 
Victimisation 

My research seeks to 
further the 
understanding of the 
human experience of 
environmental 
victimisation through 
examination of the 
leachate contamination 
occurring at Houghton 
Bay, Wellington New 
Zealand.  

Since the 1970’s, the 
decommissioned landfill 
in Houghton Bay has 
been ‘seeping ugly’ into 
the sea wreaking utter 
havoc on the aquatic 
environments and 
various ecosystems 
alike, yet people living 
near and indeed on top 
of the leaking landfill 
conduct themselves 
going about their daily 
lives as though 
everything is normal. My 
research argues that 
those living in/near the 
polluted environment do 
so in states of either 
implicatory or 
interpretive denial that is 
normalised through 
specific cultural and 
social mechanisms. 
Please don’t go 
swimming in Houghton 
Bay.  

FIELDWORK IN SRI LANKA 

My PhD project explores medications within the everyday lives 

of people in Sri Lanka, my home country. I did my fieldwork 

there from January to March 2019, which involved interviews 

with people in a rural community in Galle district. 

Sri Lanka has a ‘plural’ medical landscape comprising of 

indigenous medicine, (Indian) Ayurvedic medicine as well as 

western biomedicine. This makes the rural household an 

interesting interface where medications (as diverse as herbal 

concoctions, charmed king-coconuts to pills) entangle with state 

policy, biomedical dominance, indigenous knowledge, national 

identity and the close relationships of a tight-knit community.   

The fieldwork was quite hectic but a very stimulating 

experience. Some interviews went on for hours, as the 

participants generously shared with me their health-seeking 

experiences. I felt humbled by their warm hospitality and the 

trust they placed in me to give voice to their stories. As a Sri 

Lankan researcher coming from a foreign university, I was both 

an insider and an outsider in the field. This complicated my work 

on the one hand; but on the other hand, it granted me a unique 

perspective into my country’s culture as well as into myself as a 

researcher.  

 Charles Louisson 

Criminology 

 MA Candidate 

SALIENT EDITED BY SACS 
POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 

The week of the 22 July saw the 

Universities weekly magazine, Salient, 

produced and edited by three of SACS 

Criminology postgraduate students.  The 

editors were Sophie Beaumont (studying a 

PhD), Jahla Lawrence and Daniel Botha 

(both studying towards an MA).  The 

theme of the University magazine was 

‘This is what a feminist looks like’.  

Congratulations to Sophie, Jahla and 

Daniel on an excellent publication. 

Supuni Liyanagunawardena , Sociology  PhD Candidate 

https://salient.org.nz/2019/07/issue-15-feminism/?fbclid=IwAR3gYWaSS2vSjkDcQnpgqGUvIw45c8ug651TIziiBsG6ZDJVpCNFoYIKCvU


DR LYNZI ARMSTRONG PRESENTS FOR  LAW AND SOCIETY 
ASSOCIATION  
 
On 28 May I attended a six day conference and presented at the Law and Society Association 
Annual Meeting in Washington DC. This year’s theme was ‘Dignity’. I presented as part of CRN 6, a 
stream specifically focused on sex work research, which attracts scholars from all over the world 
working in this area. Prior to the main conference, I attended a pre-conference event at HIPS – an 
organisation that is focused on the wellbeing and human rights of sex workers and people who use 
drugs. The event was titled ‘A Day of Dialogue: Criminalization of Online Sex Work, Impacts & 
Strategies’ and involved presentations and discussions between academics, activists and current 
sex workers on the recent expansion and development of laws which criminalise sex workers and 
subsequently exclude them from online spaces.  

I presented as part of two sessions in the conference. My main paper was focused on neo-
abolitionist discourses on the New Zealand model of decriminalisation and was part of a session on 
‘Speaking 'Truth' to 'Power' in the Context of Anti-Human Trafficking and Neo- Abolitionism’. I 
received very helpful feedback on this paper which has assisted me in expanding it into a journal 
article I have submitted for review since returning to New Zealand. I also spoke as an invited 
speaker on my experiences engaging with media and policy makers on the issue of sex work as 
part of a professional development panel titled ‘Public and policy outreach about sex workers’ 
dignity through media: A conversation with experienced scholars and activists’, alongside four 
colleagues from universities and sex worker led organisations in the UK, the US, Canada and Hong 
Kong. This session involved very interesting conversations of the risks and challenges of engaging 
with media and public officials in this area when stigma is still so deeply ingrained. In between 
sessions there was also plenty of socialising and it was a great opportunity to catch up with 
colleagues focused on the same issues who live in other parts of the world.  

FROM CRIMINOLOGY STUDENT TO  INTELLIGENCE 
ANALYST  AT NEW ZEALAND POLICE 

I have been working as an analyst for New Zealand Police at Police 
National Headquarters since April. I work on projects for different areas 
of Police, analysing issues and providing insight and recommendations 
to add value to information and inform decision-makers on how Police 
should use resources most effectively to target and prevent crime and 
victimisation. One of the things that I love about my work is the wide 
variety of different projects that I get the opportunity to work on. I use 
the skills that I gained through my study in criminology every day, both 
in terms of academic knowledge about my areas of study but also in 
regard to writing, communication, and time management. My time at 
Victoria, particularly in post-graduate study, was absolutely invaluable 
to my current role, and it is so rewarding to work in a job that utilises 
the skills that I developed during my study.   Lucy Moss-Mason 

Criminology MA Graduate 

Dr Lynzi Armstrong giving her presentation at the Law and Society Association Annual Meeting 



I am a PhD candidate in Sociology at Victoria University and have 
come from New Delhi, India. 

My research aims to study the ‘spirit’ of work that has emerged in 
neoliberal India. The Indian general elections of 2019 witnessed a 
landslide victory of the right-wing party Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and the nation re-elected BJP’s Narendra Modi as Prime Minister by 
an even greater margin than it did in 2014. Modi has advanced a 
salient narrative of ‘development’ that has started to solidify itself as 
a national aspiration. It has created shared public ideologies of 
‘modernity’, ‘freedom’, ‘global success’, ‘work ethic’ etc. A great 
many upper-caste and upper-class young Indians aspire to achieve 
this through creating work place identities that are situated in the 
urban roots of the capital. However, the national agenda of 
development has touched upon the different socio-economic groups 
in varied ways. The lower income and socio-economic group in the 
national capital is instrumental in realising these dreams of new 
found ‘modernity.’ This research aims to examine the meaning 
attributed to work by the upper and lower socio-economic class 
of young adults who co-exist in the national capital, New Delhi. 

MEANING ATTRIBUTED TO WORK BY THE UPPER AND LOWER  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CLASS IN NEW DELHI 

HUI FOR PREVENTING  

SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

I participated in the Hui for Preventing Sexual 
Violence among Ethnic communities held at 
the Beehive, Parliament on 24 July. The Hui 
entitled ‘Connections! – Where to from here’ 
was organised by Shama, a social service 
agency (based in Hamilton) which provides 
support for ethnic communities in New 
Zealand on issues relating to work, income, 
immigration, family violence, parenting 
difficulties, and victims of sexual violence. 
There were about 200 participants from 
various organizations. The participants were 
comprised of women’s groups, NGO’s, social 
workers, midwives, activists, and those who 
work in the helpline services. I was the only 
criminologist/PhD student there and it was 
great to work with all of them. The hui started 
off with a brilliant speech by the Hon. Jenny 
Salesa, Minister for Ethnic Communities and 
Priyanka Radhakrishna, MP. We were later 
divided into groups to discuss issues that 
affect ethnic women and children such as 
institutional behaviours. We also looked at 
responses from religious groups and ethnic 
communities when dealing with cases of 
sexual violence. I participated in the Muslim 
group in two of the sessions and we discussed  
how we could educate religious leaders on 
issues relating to sexual violence in order to 
create awareness among the ethnic 

communities. Other groups present at the Hui 
were Latin Americans, Filipinos, Hindus, 
Africans, Asians (Chinese and other Asian 
ethnicities), Indians, Rainbows, Tertiary sector 
representatives, Migrant, Refugees and 
Christians. Conversations held were deep, rich 
and filled with practical ideas and 
recommendations. People engaged with 
kindness and care, and many shared their 
own personal experience in dealing with cases 
of sexual violence. I believe that the outcome 
of the Hui will help to develop an advocacy 
that is powerful and will provide full care to all 
ethnic women and children who are in need of 
help and assistance. 

 Noopur Sharma 
Sociology PhD Candidate 

  Reena Abdul Hamid  
  Criminology PhD Candidate 



 

JOHN PRATT LECTURES IN POLAND 

Professor John Pratt travelled to Poland in 
April this year to give lectures on his research 
on risk and populism to the Department of 
Criminology, the Jagellonian University, 
Krakow (the second oldest university in 
mainland Europe); and to the Institute of 
Legal Science, Polish Academy of Sciences, 
Warsaw.  

His invitation came from Polish colleagues he 
met at a symposium on punishment and 
populism at the Max Planck Institute, Leipzig, 
February 2018. While there, he visited the 
famous ‘old town’ in Warsaw, completely 
rebuilt after the war, following its destruction 
by the Nazis in 1994.   

He also explored the delightful city of Krakow, 
complete with its castle, numerous churches, 
town square and market, centuries old and 
somehow untouched during the second world 
war.  

He also explored the city’s wonderful 
restaurants and cafes. He took the 
opportunity, as well, to visit Auschwitz, along 
with thousands of others who go each day. 
This was a very sombre and moving 

experience, but one which was very tastefully 
conducted by the Polish authorities.  

He would particularly like to thank Magda and 
Witek for organizing his visit.  

 

 

THE EMERGENCE OF MODERN HINDUISM 

Dr Rick Weiss from the Religious Studies programme has written a 

book titled ‘The Emergence of Modern Hinduism Religion on the 

Margins of Colonialism’. 

In this book Rick argues for the importance of regional, vernacular 

innovation in processes of Hindu modernization.  

“Scholars usually trace the emergence of modern Hinduism to 

cosmopolitan reform movements, producing accounts that 

overemphasize the centrality of elite religion and the influence of 

Western ideas and models. In this study, the author considers religious 

change on the margins of colonialism by looking at an important local 

figure, the Tamil Shaiva poet and mystic Ramalinga Swami (1823–

1874).  

“Weiss narrates a history of Hindu modernization that demonstrates 

the transformative role of Hindu ideas, models, and institutions, 

making this text essential for scholarly audiences of South Asian 

history, religious studies, Hindu studies, and South Asian studies”.  

Professor John Pratt, Professor in Criminology 


