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Reflections on the year

From the chair

I'm delighted to report that we had another exceptional
year of philanthropy, thanks to the generous donors
who support our researchers, students, and wider
community.

Victoria University of Wellington raised a total of

$12.3 million in philanthropic donations in 2025

from 909 donors. In the face of an ever-changing
market, the Foundation’s careful stewardship enabled
it to meet its objective of future-proofing the endowed
fund with an inflationary increase of 2.7 percent, while
also providing a return of 4 percent.

It was fantastic to see the way our community supported
students throughout 2025. I'm pleased to say that
support for the Winter Energy Grants has continued to
increase, with 1,609 students benefiting from the grant
during the year. | was also delighted to see that we
awarded Alumni Appeal Scholarships to 20 hard-working
students in 2025. These scholarships mean students can
thrive in their second year of study without the stress

of financial hardship weighing on their minds, and it's
wonderful to see how your support transforms

their lives.

In these pages, we find out how Dr Aola Richards's
astonishing $13.5 million bequest in 2024 to the School
of Biological Sciences is supporting researchers.

Dr Richards's dream was to build a thriving community
of entomology researchers at Te Herenga Waka,

and it's amazing that so much progress towards this goal
has already been made.

We also meet Professor Pamela Bell, the inaugural

Sir Mark Dunajtschik Chair in Construction, and learn
what drives her commitment to empowering students
in her field. Professor Bell's role was created thanks to
a transformational $10 million gift from Sir Mark and his
business and life partner, Dame Dorothy Spotswood.
The gift has allowed the University to establish the
new Construction programme, led by the Chair in
Construction, and the new Mechatronics programme,
led by the Chair in Mechatronics.

You'll also learn more about what motivated

Dame Kerry Prendergast, the former Foundation chair
and a longstanding friend of the University, to lead the
fundraising for the National Music Centre (NMC).

Dame Kerry's contributions to the NMC are nothing short
of remarkable, and | know many of you share in her
excitement about the centre's opening in 2027.

| was honoured to serve as acting chair in 2025, and

| want to extend my warmest appreciation to Dame Kerry
for her years of work with the Foundation. Along with our
other trustees, | was delighted to welcome John McCay
as chair for 2026 onwards. John is a proud alumnus of
Victoria, and we're excited that his broad range of
experience is being put to good use as chair.

On behalf of the trustees, thank you for your thoughtful
and generous support. The success of our community,
and the Foundation, would not be possible without you.

Souella Cumming onzm
Acting chair, Victoria University of Wellington Foundation
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From the Tumu Whakarae

| have really valued the opportunity to connect with many
members of our donor community throughout the year,
who provide a wonderful set of examples of the way an
enduring and meaningful connection to Te Herenga Waka
can motivate exceptional generosity.

Just one of many remarkable examples of this generosity
is the Asia Connect Scholarships, which were established
by Allan Yeo and Helen Paterson. Allan first came to

New Zealand on a Colombo Plan Scholarship to pursue
his studies at Victoria, and this experience had a profound
impact on his life. Allan has always wanted to give back to
the next generation of students. This desire has inspired
the creation of these scholarships, which will allow two
students each year to travel to Singapore on a year-long
exchange and will have a transformative impact on the
students who receive them.

Closer to home, it has been fantastic to see the way

our community has come together to support some of
our most important and visionary projects. Like many of
you, | am looking forward to the opening of the National
Music Centre, a world-class centre for music education
and performance anchored by Te Whare Whakarauika
Wellington Town Hall, in February 2027. Our supporters
have played a pivotal role in the creation of the NMC, and
this is truly a project that could not have been realised
without our incredible community.

As | wrap up my time as Vice-Chancellor at Te Herenga
Waka, | want to take this opportunity to thank you, our
generous supporters, for your dedication and foresight.

When | first arrived at this university, | found a culture

of philanthropy embedded across the entire university
community. Throughout my tenure, | have been inspired
by the vision our supporters have for our university and the
enthusiasm that drives us all forward.

In my time here, I've seen our community rally behind
grassroots campaigns to enable critical research. I've seen

the way our staff, alumni, and friends have come together to

collectively support student success. I've seen astonishing
bequests that have enabled and will enable areas of our
university to thrive long into the future. This philanthropy
has a profound impact on our university and society, and it
is you, our champions, who make this possible.

| also want to take the opportunity to thank the members
of the Victoria University of Wellington Foundation Board,
past and present, who have so ably guided us through
recent years. It has been an honour to work with you all,
and | am grateful for your service.

Thank you once again to all our supporters for your belief
in the work of this university.

Professor Nic Smith
Tumu Whakarae—Vice-Chancellor
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Victoria University of

Wellington Foundation

Your generous gifts to the Victoria University of Wellington
Foundation are changing lives and transforming
communities through scholarships, prizes, academic
positions, and research programmes.

Governed by an independent board of trustees, the
Foundation is responsible for managing your donations,
investing gifts into the endowment portfolio, and
distributing funds in accordance with donor wishes.
None of this would be possible without you.

Your gift—no matter the size—is making a difference.

Responsible investing

The Victoria University of Wellington Foundation has a
strong commitment to responsible investment. Our current
measures include regular environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) and weighted-average carbon intensity
reporting by our fund managers and submissions to the
United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment
(UNPRI) to which the Foundation is a signatory. The
Foundation's Statement of Investment Performance

and Objectives outlines the Foundation's investment
beliefs, including our commitment to integrating ESG
considerations into the investment portfolio.

By investing in pooled investment funds, the Foundation
recognises that there are limitations on its ability to
select and influence the companies included within the
funds. The board's focus is the appointment of fund
managers; the extent to which the managers' ESG and
climate-related policies align with the Foundation’s
policies; and ongoing monitoring, assessment, and
engagement with managers to ensure continuing
improvement and alignment over time. These measures
are tracking appropriately with our expectations.

United Nations principles for
responsible investment

In 2018, the Victoria University of Wellington Foundation
was the first Australasian university foundation

to become a signatory to UNPRI, joining more than
4,900 organisations around the world that have
committed to these principles. As a signatory, the

board of the Foundation pledges to integrate ESG
considerations into its investment decisions.

The UNPRI provides an internationally accepted
framework for investors such as the Foundation to
manage ESG issues in a manner consistent with
improving long-term investment returns, focusing on six
principles for responsible investment. The Foundation

is encouraged by the ongoing improvement in its

UNPRI results showing the commitment to meeting

and exceeding these principles while enhancing its
stewardship of philanthropic donations.

To learn more about UNPRI, go to unpri.org

To learn about the Foundation’s investment policies
related to ESG and see its Statement of Investment
Policy and Objectives, go to wgtn.ac.nz/foundation
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Creating a legacy for the future

Leaving a gift in your will is one of the most
meaningful ways to advance vital research and
support hard-working students long into the future.

Our supporters are driven by a range of powerful and
deeply personal motivations. Some of you are dedicated
to creating equitable access to education, while others
are focused on supporting research areas that matter
most to yourselves and your families. Wherever your
gift is directed, it helps to build a fairer, stronger society
and ensures you leave the world a better place than you
found it.

Our team is passionate about working with our

donors to ensure your giving supports your areas of
passion and creates a legacy you are proud of. Karen
Whitehead, our development manager, planned giving,
works closely with those considering leaving a gift in
their will to ensure their vision is realised.

The Victoria University of Wellington Foundation
carefully manages all gifts in accordance with donor
wishes. The Foundation strives to ensure a successful
and sustainable future for the University and its students
through the endowment portfolio.

When a donor advises that a donation is to last in
perpetuity, the Foundation invests the donation in

the endowment portfolio to earn an annual income.
That income is then used to provide ongoing support
to the University’s students and projects as per the
donor's wishes. Donors often choose to create an
endowed fund, and we acknowledge this commitment
by naming the fund in honour of the donor or a family
member.

We are immensely grateful for every gift we receive,
whether it is a specific sum or a percentage of
whatever is left once you have provided for those
close to you. Every gift, whatever the size, will have a
positive impact for generations to come. It's also the
perfect way to support the causes you care about,
without having an impact on your current financial
needs.

By making an endowed gift, you are investing in
the future of our students, teaching, and research.
The Foundation’s audited financial statements are
available on its website at wgtn.ac.nz/foundation

If you would like to have a confidential talk about
leaving a gift in your will, contact Karen Whitehead at
karen.whitehead@vuw.ac.nz or

0800 VIC LEGACY (0800 842 534).
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Dame Kerry Prendergast

Artist impression of the completed Te Whare Whakarauika Wellington Town Hall, including the front-of-house annex building.
Credit: Wellington City Council
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Highlights of 2025

Love of Wellington's arts scene
drives enduring support for
music centre

Dame Kerry Prendergast's motivation for supporting the
National Music Centre (NMC) is simple: Her belief in the
power of arts, and particularly the arts in Wellington, is
unwavering.

Dame Kerry has chaired the NMC fundraising campaign
since its inception, which has involved years of dedicated
behind-the-scenes volunteer work championing the NMC
and its benefits to the city.

Her contributions to the NMC are part of her lifelong
dedication to supporting the arts in Wellington. During
her long and successful career in politics, which included
three terms as the mayor of Wellington, she was known
for helping to establish and build the city’'s reputation as
New Zealand's arts, culture, and events capital.

“I'm a great believer that the arts help us. It's about your
soul. Yes, you've got to have good infrastructure, warm
places for people to live in, and jobs. But when all that's
done, you've got to have things that are good for people.”

The NMC is a landmark collaboration between the
Wellington City Council, New Zealand Symphony
Orchestra—Te Tira Ploro o Aotearoa (NZSO), and

Te Herenga Waka—YVictoria University of Wellington's
New Zealand School of Music—Te Koki (NZSM). It will
be anchored by the refurbished Te Whare Whakarauika
Wellington Town Hall, creating a shared vision for
world-class music education and performance in the
heart of Wellington.

The NMC forms a key part of the revitalisation of

Te Ngakau Civic Precinct. The reopening of the beloved
Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui Central Library has already
revived the community spirit that previously defined the
precinct, and the reopening of the City Gallery Wellington
Te Whare Toi later in 2026 will further invigorate the area.

For Dame Kerry, the opening of the NMC in February
2027 will be the finishing touch.

“I've always said Civic Square is the city’'s soul.

| absolutely believe that when the Town Hall reopens, and
when the NZSO and NZSM are in there, we're going to
see that collaboration spilling out onto Civic Square.”

Dame Kerry is quick to point out that the NMC has been
the result of a collaborative effort by countless people,
including dedicated teams from the University, the NZSO,
and the Wellington City Council.

She is also greatly appreciative of the incredible
community of generous donors who have played

a pivotal role in bringing this once-in-a-generation
cultural home to life. She notes that the NMC simply
would not exist without this community of supporters
who believe deeply in the power of the arts, music,
and creativity.

This is a community that is growing day by day, as
more and more people become a chairholder in the
NMC. This initiative gives supporters the chance to
name a seat in the Town Hall's beautifully restored
Adam Auditorium, either in their own honour or in
tribute to someone who has inspired their life.

All gifts received through this initiative directly
support the fit-out of the state-of-the-art
performance and teaching spaces occupied by the
NZSO and NZSM.

Dame Kerry is fronting this initiative, and she and
her family have also named a series of seats that will
stand as a visible tribute to their dedication to the
arts.

Dame Kerry's contributions to the NMC join the

long list of significant service she has given to the
community, including chairing the Victoria University
of Wellington Foundation. In 2011, she was honoured
with a Distinguished Alumni Award, and in 2025, she
was awarded a Hunter Fellowship, one of the highest
honours the University can bestow.

For Dame Kerry, standing in the NMC when it opens
will be a profound moment. She is particularly excited
about the rehearsal and recording studios, which will
help define Wellington as an international destination
for recording music and scoring films.

Her drive to support the University, and Wellington as
a whole, is unshakeable.

“| love this city with a passion. Through the good
times and the bad, | can only see opportunities.”

Find out how to become a chairholder in the National
Music Centre by visiting becomeachairholder.co.nz
or contacting acting associate director, fundraising
Corinne Barnard on 04 463 6952 or
corinne.barnard@vuw.ac.nz
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In memory of distinguished art
historian Gordon H. Brown

Art historian, curator, and artist Gordon H. Brown OBE
died in March 2025 at the age of 93, but his legacy lives
on in the lecture series that bears his name.

The Gordon H. Brown Lecture Series was established by
the University's Art History programme in collaboration
with Te Pataka Toi Adam Art Gallery in 2002 when the
University awarded Gordon an honorary doctorate for
his contribution to art history.

Now in its twenty-fourth year, the series invites a
leading scholar of Aotearoa New Zealand art history to
deliver a public lecture that highlights new research and
results in a published booklet. Gordon himself delivered
the inaugural lecture, later published as Elements of
Modernism in Colin McCahon's Early Work.

"Gordon H. Brown, a champion of local art history and
longstanding friend of Te Pataka Toi Adam Art Gallery,
has an enduring attachment to Te Herenga Waka," says
Abby Cunnane, the gallery’s manutaki—director.

“For us, his legacy is significant. In 2002, he gifted a
collection of books, journals, and ephemera, which
now resides in the archive and library administered
by the gallery, and in 2010, he presented 11 paintings
and works on paper from his personal collection to
Nga Puhipuhi o Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University
of Wellington Art Collection.

“We are proud to continue working with the Art History
programme to deliver the Gordon H. Brown Lecture
Series named in his honour."

Gordon was a close friend of Colin McCahon, having
taken an early interest in his work since they first met
in 1952. His 1984 monograph Colin McCahon: Artist
established Gordon's reputation as a leading scholar of
the artist.

Born in Wellington in 1931, Gordon attended Wellington
Technical College. He received a Diploma in Fine

Arts from Canterbury School of Art and trained as a
librarian at the National Library School in Wellington.
He continued to practise painting and photography and
exhibited his art at various dealer galleries in the 1960s.

He went on to work in significant New Zealand libraries
and art galleries, including the Alexander Turnbull
Library. While at the Hocken Library in Dunedin,

he curated three nationally touring exhibitions,

New Zealand Painting 1900-1920: Traditions and
Departures (1972), 1920-1940: Adaptation and
Nationalism (1975), and 1940-1960: Conformity and
Dissension (1981), with accompanying publications.

In 1969, he wrote the groundbreaking publication

New Zealand Painting: An Introduction 1839-1967
along with his Auckland Art Gallery colleague Hamish
Keith. Known as ‘Brown and Keith' to students, the book
mapped a history of New Zealand painting, shaping
robust discussions and stimulating research for the next
five decades.

In later years, Gordon became a freelance writer on a
wide variety of topics related to New Zealand art. He
was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British
Empire for services to art history in 1989.

8 Victoria University of Wellington Foundation and Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington



Sir Mark Dunajtschik Chair in
Construction builds exciting
new degree pathway

Professor Pamela Bell could easily be called a professional
trail-blazer. While earning a Bachelor of Architecture, she
became the first New Zealander to compete in a World Cup
competition for snowboarding and represent her sport in
the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympics.

Her time as a competitive athlete opened avenues for
entrepreneurship—including creating a winter sport clothing
brand—which has since turned into a lifelong passion for
building businesses from the ground up.

"The things that really drive me in my work are creating
new pathways and spotting the gaps,” says Professor Bell.
"I relate it to snowboarding because when you're on a

run and going between the trees, you have to keep your
eyes focused on the gap, otherwise you crash. Paying
attention to the gap between things, and finding the best
path forward, is a connecting thread across any industry or
position | have held and find exciting.”

Prior to her time in academia, Professor Bell channelled
her entrepreneurial spirit into founding a successful
prefab construction industry association, PrefabNZ

(now known as OffsiteNZ), and worked as an innovation
consultant for businesses across the globe. Thanks to the
generous funding of a gift from Sir Mark Dunajtschik and
Dame Dorothy Spotswood, she recently added the role
of inaugural Chair in Construction at Te Wahanga
Waihanga-Hoahoa—*Faculty of Architecture and Design
Innovation to her resumé as well.

This pioneering position oversees the brand-new
Construction programme, which contains both Bachelor's
and Master's degrees and welcomed its flagship cohort
in February 2026. In addition to shaping the programme
kaupapa and content delivery as Chair, Professor Bell will
deliver lectures and support students with her immense
insider knowledge of the industry. She believes this new
degree pathway is delivering something unique to the
New Zealand university landscape.

"Everything we're teaching is in partnership with industry,
so students can get that hands-on connection to the built
environment,” says Professor Bell. “We're working with
some of our largest contractors, like L.T. McGuinness,

Sir Mark Dunajtschik and
Dame Dorothy Spotswood

Naylor Love, Hawkins, CMP, and Aoraki Construction, to
create access to live construction sites and to bring in
subject matter experts who can deliver course content in
a studio setting.

"Our programme features a 50/50 split focus on
construction fundamentals and future-proofing, the latter
of which covers emerging fields such as digital literacy,
sustainability, innovation, wellbeing, and Maori land
development.

"Plus, another major benefit of this Construction
programme is being embedded in an existing architecture
school. This means our students will learn how to work
alongside architects and design professionals to develop
cross-discipline relationships so they can be an effective
team player in their future roles.”

Professor Bell hopes that dynamic degree pathways
like this will make ‘digital-first’ professional construction
education more visible and accessible to potential
students who might only be aware of carpentry-based
vocational pathways.

"We want to empower young people to not only be
equipped with the fundamental skills of the job when
they get out but also to feel confident in teaching
upwards,” she says. “We want them to bring their digital
skills to the workplace and support the evolution of the
industry in embracing digital-first methods.”

Sir Mark and Dame Dorothy's funding for the Chair of
Construction is part of a transformational $10 million gift
split between establishing the Construction programme
and a new Mechatronics programme with Te Kura

Matai Pldkaha, Parorohiko—School of Engineering and
Computer Science in Te Wahanga a Manaia—Faculty of
Science and Engineering.

Sir Mark and Dame Dorothy are visionary philanthropists
who have contributed significantly to both the University
and the wider community. In 2016, they donated

$2.05 million to establish the Mark Dunajtschik Chair

of Sustainable Energy Systems at Victoria University.
Their first gift to the University was to establish the Mark
Dunajtschik Scholarship in Engineering in 2012.

“This new Construction programme is creating the next
wave of learning in our field,” says Professor Bell. “None
of this would been possible without the generous funding
from Sir Mark and Dame Dorothy."”
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Dr Aola Richards with giant wéta,

New Zealand, by Steve Rumsey, gelatin

silver print. Image courtesy of the Museum of
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa (E.006714).

‘Bugs and drugs’ research
benefits from Dr Aola Richards's
bequest

Trail-blazing scientist and academic Dr Aola Richards
left a transformational $13.5 million gift to the University
to advance entomology research—the field she devoted
her life to.

In 2025, the Dr Aola Richards Entomology Fund
supported a postdoctoral researcher, two PhD students,
a Master's student, and a summer research student

to investigate different aspects of our native insect
populations.

Research Fellow Dr Rory Little set up the ‘Bugs, Drugs,
and Biosynthesis Lab' to study insect-associated
bacteria. His team is interested in finding new antibiotics
that could be useful to humans or other animals.

“Many insects have specialised bacteria living on or
within them that make useful chemical molecules such
as vitamins or antibiotics,” Rory explains. "Aotearoa
New Zealand is home to over 18,000 endemic species
of insects, but we know almost nothing about the kinds
of chemicals their associated bacteria make."

Following iwi consultation, the team has been collecting
bugs around the Wellington region, then isolating
bacteria from the specimens and screening them for
antibiotic production. They are also sequencing the
bacteria’'s DNA, looking for genes that might encode the
enzymes that produce antibiotics.

“I have been living my dream since | was awarded
the Aola Richards postdoctoral fellowship—doing
the research | love, training postgraduate and
undergraduate students, and getting to work at a
university that is very dear to me,” Rory says.

Rory supervised Sydnee Acraman, who received a
summer research scholarship from the fund. Sydnee
spent the summer collecting insects at Otari-Wilton's
Bush, even scooping up an example of the velvet worm
(ngaokeoke), which won the 2025 New Zealand Bug of
the Year. The bacteria library that she created will form
the starting point for her Master’s project.

“During my summer project, | gained a diverse range
of skills—from field entomology to microbiology
processes—that will be useful for my future studies.

| loved what | did so much that | switched my Master’s
research to the same topic,” Sydnee says.

Sam Dilday's PhD research focuses on the major threat
to honeybees in New Zealand—the Varroa mite (Varroa
destructor). Beekeepers have noted that some pesticide
treatments have become less effective over the past
few years, suggesting that the mites may be developing
resistance. Sam will evaluate the accuracy of a common
test that beekeepers use to determine resistance

and examine the mites for any genetic or physical
explanations for this change.

"This scholarship has been extremely important, as it
was the defining factor that led me to Victoria to pursue
a PhD,"” says Sam. "Without it, | wouldn't be here.”

PhD candidate Juanfra Guisado Chavez was studying
invertebrates in his native Spain when he first learnt
about weta.

"l was impressed because invertebrates are often
neglected in worldwide conservation efforts, but here
the weta was considered an iconic species with a rich
history of research, much of it led by Dr Aola Richards.”

10  Victoria University of Wellington Foundation and Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington



Juanfra conducted fieldwork at Zealandia Te Mara a
Tane, discovering that wéta help regenerate forests by
dispersing seeds after eating native fruits. This is very
unusual behaviour for an insect, as birds or mammals
usually disperse seeds. He even found that seeds
germinate faster after being consumed by wéta and
presented his research at an international conference in
Hawai'i.

"l 'am very grateful to have received the scholarship
funding. It has let me study the incredible biodiversity
in Aotearoa, connect with outstanding researchers,
and learn about Maori culture and knowledge, while
continuing Dr Aola Richards's legacy.”

It's easy to imagine Dr Richards would approve
of this project—she identified most New Zealand
weEta species and even had one named after her:
Miotopus richardsae.

Jonathon Sylvester is contributing to our understanding
of native insects from a different angle—his Master of
Laws dissertation investigated the role of the Resource
Management Act in causing New Zealand's ‘insect
crisis’, in which many native species are at risk of
extinction. Jonathon aims to work as an environmental
lawyer advocating for insect conservation and
biodiversity protection.

Janet Pitman, head of the School of Biological Sciences,
says: "It has been so much fun allocating the Dr Aola
Richards Entomology Funds to talented emerging
researchers and seeing the types of research that this
fund supports. It is wonderful to see the same passion
for entomology that Dr Aola Richards had being passed
down through future generations of scientists at

Te Herenga Waka."

Above: Sydnee Acraman with bacteria samples.

Left: Juanfra Guisado Chavez looking for weta feeding marks on
konini fruits from the kotukutuku tree at Zealandia.

Photo: Jaime Botet Rodriguez
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Celebrating your
contributions to architecture
and design innovation

Te Wahanga Waihanga-Hoahoa—Faculty of
Architecture and Design Innovation celebrated
its fiftieth anniversary in October 2025 with
Paparahi, a weekend-long event that featured a
gala dinner, exhibitions, and a symposium.

The success of this Faculty would not be
possible without our supporters, who create
positive pathways for students through
scholarships, awards, and mentoring.
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Master's student explores Fijian
ceremonial practices

Kaline Masitabua spent his childhood in several different
towns and islands in Fiji before coming to New Zealand
when his father moved the family of six children to
Whangarei.

When he arrived in Wellington to study at the Faculty of
Architecture and Design Innovation, Kaline fell in love
with architecture and enjoyed the lively tutorials in his
Interior Architecture classes. “l loved the idea of creating
transformation in spaces inhabited by people.”

He graduated with a Bachelor of Architectural Studies in
Interior Architecture in 2023, then undertook a Diploma in
Designed Environments in Architecture. In 2024, Kaline
began a Master of Architecture (Professional) and received
the Warren and Mahoney Maori and Pasifika Scholarship
for MIA and Master of Architecture (Professional).

Master’s study allowed him to further explore his cultural
identity as iTaukei (native Fijian). While the cultural values
had stayed with him, the practices and traditions had
taken a back seat to succeeding in the Western education
system. Kaline spent some time in Fiji to obtain valuable
knowledge and insights from iTaukei elders, chiefs, and
academics.

He appreciated receiving the Warren and Mahoney
scholarship, which assisted him with living costs and the
many extras required for architecture, such as software
licences.

“This scholarship not only validates the importance of
diverse voices in architecture but also serves as a beacon
of inspiration for future Pasifika university students and
architects.”



Scholarship recipient wants to
connect Pasifika communities through
architecture

Sarah McLeod-Venu was raised in a close-knit
community in Wainuiomata and attended Wainuiomata
High School. Receiving the Graduate Women Wellington
Second Year Hutt Valley Scholarship helped to support
her undergraduate Architecture studies.

Sarah was always interested in the built environment,
growing up amid house renovations with a father who
worked in construction and a brother who studied
Building Science at the Faculty of Architecture and
Design Innovation.

During the final year of her Master's degree, Sarah
investigated how to translate the intangible values
of Samoan culture into architecture in Aotearoa
New Zealand to foster connection and belonging for
Pasifika communities.

The Warren and Mahoney Maori and Pasifika Scholarship
for MIA and Master of Architecture (Professional) gave
Sarah the opportunity to spend three weeks in Samoa
researching her thesis in many villages, including her
family villages of Tanugamanono and Lelepa. She

was privileged to speak to elders and matai (chiefs),
participate in ceremonies, and learn about the traditional
arts of siapo (tapa cloth) and lalaga (weaving).

Sarah found that experiencing the day-to-day life in the
villages allowed her to grasp in a deeper way what it
means to be Samoan.

“They really value pausing and taking time to appreciate
the things that you have. As long as you've got a roof
over your head, that's all you need. They live off the land,
and the community is everything, along with the values
of respect and service.”

During her studies, she completed an internship with
Central Pacific Collective working on Our Whare Our
Fale, an affordable housing project for the Pasifika
community in Porirua’s eastern suburbs.

"It was great to be part of a project like that, which is
directly benefiting communities in the real world. That's
the direction I'd like to go in.”




The prize-winning student redesigning
Aotearoa'’s future

When most people think of design, they don't think about
the design of social systems, government workflows,

or intangible cultural practices that are often taken for
granted. Sam Wixon (Kai Tahu, Kati Mamoe, Waitaha,
Moriori, Ngati Toa Rangatira) is not most people.

After completing a Bachelor of Design Innovation in 2024,
he immediately jumped into a Master of Design to continue
his passion for (re)designing Aotearoa’s social structures
to better incorporate matauranga Maori.

"I whakapapa Maori, and it's a really big part of my identity
and practice as a designer,” says Sam. "I'm interested

in using the knowledge passed down to us from our
ancestors as a toki (adze) for carving and designing Maori
futures. That means looking at the values and principles
that underpin the way you approach being a designer. It's
about designing things in a way that supports people and
the planet, which can often feel at odds with the Western
sense of design where you design primarily for the
purpose of profit.”

It was Sam'’s creative approach to reimagining complex
social issues that landed him the Springload Te Pipitanga
Award for Innovation and Excellence within the Design for
Social Innovation major for his undergraduate capstone
project, which focused on increasing the participation of
young people in environmental activism by connecting
them to traditional food systems.

Sam'’s project stood out to Springload Te Pipitanga for
its multi-pronged engagement strategy and accessible
connection to matauranga Maori, and the agency was
thrilled to present him with its annual award.

"Aotearoa is, like a lot of the world, going through a time
of contraction and hardship,” says Springload founder and
chief executive Bron Thomson. “"Support for te ao Maori,
biodiversity, te taiao (nature), and addressing societal
inequities are often pushed aside for larger economic
issues. But it's critical to address our challenges from a
holistic perspective to ensure short-term solutions don't
make things worse for future generations. Sam's work
demonstrates that he deeply understands this truth.”




“F
L2
=

/
5
ML
>z
L7

Z
e

7 &7,

247 S4dds

&L






lan Borrin's legacy advances legal
research and education

lan Borrin loved the law and devoted his life to it.

His parting gifts, both individual and through the
Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation, have been
transformational for Te Kauhanganui Tatai Ture—Faculty
of Law.

lan died in 2016. In his will, he left a large bequest to
establish the Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation, a
charitable trust that supports legal scholarship, research,
and education in New Zealand.

He named the foundation in honour of his parents, who
came to New Zealand from Warsaw in the early 1930s
and established a successful clothing manufacturing
company in Wellington. Many of Michael and Suzanne's
Jewish family and friends lost their lives in Poland
during World War Il. The Borrin family felt a deep
gratitude to New Zealand for providing them with a safe
refuge and an opportunity to flourish. The foundation
reflects their desire to give something back to their
adopted country.

The stewards of the Michael and Suzanne Borrin
Foundation share lan's belief that law is essential to a
flourishing society—one that is just, inclusive, tolerant,
and free. The foundation is guided by a vision of an
Aotearoa New Zealand where everyone understands the
role and value of the law and enjoys the protection and
opportunity that it provides.

lan gained his Law degree from Victoria University

in 1958 and practised law until 1983, when he was
appointed a district court and family court judge.

He was head of the Police Complaints Authority from
2001 until he retired in 2007—it is said that during this
time he never took a day's leave.

His commitment to his work stemmed from his
passionate belief that the law should be a force for

good in the world. His generosity towards the University
began in 1995 when he funded improvements to the
Victoria University of Wellington Law Review. In 2010,
he introduced the Visiting Fellowship in Law, now known
as the lan Borrin Visiting Fellowship.

In recognition of his outstanding service, the University
named the lan Borrin Reading Room at the Law School
in his honour and awarded him the Hunter Fellowship.

He became a trustee of the Victoria University of
Wellington Foundation in 2013. Former executive
director Tricia Walbridge says that in her view, lan
personified generosity.

“lan brought a meticulous approach, as well as a
thoughtfulness and a complete sense of modesty, to his
philanthropy. Those of us who were fortunate enough
to work with him felt humbled and privileged by the
experience.”

Professor Geoff MclLay, dean of the Faculty of Law,

says: “lan’s gift through the Michael and Suzanne

Borrin Foundation has been a catalyst for the Faculty

of Law to progress significant projects that improve our
understanding of where transformative change is needed
in our legal system. The Faculty and | enjoy a continuing
relationship with lan's partner, Jenny George, and her son
Marc.”

Funding from the Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation
has supported the University to lead the Improving
Pasifika Legal Education Project, with the participation of
law schools throughout New Zealand. This project aims
to increase the number of Pasifika students enrolling

and graduating with Law degrees by systematically
removing the barriers to success. It published research
findings gained through a virtual hub and in-person fono
(meetings) that connected Pasifika students, graduates,
and lawyers with academics and policymakers.

Another major project being funded by the Borrin
Foundation is 'Te Rauhi i te Tikanga—A Tikanga
Companion’. Reader Mamari Stephens is leading a team of
researchers to create a digital ‘companion’ to help students
understand how tikanga Maori interacts with the general
legal system in Aotearoa.

The Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation also supports
the Centre for Justice Innovation at Te Herenga Waka.
The Centre offers an independent, impartial, and trusted
voice on justice issues through multidisciplinary research,
evaluation, and education.

In 2025, the Centre pursued two major research projects
that will have a direct impact on improving the experience
of New Zealanders in the criminal justice system.

The Custodial Remand Before Trial or Sentence Project
addresses the concerning statistic that Aotearoa has a
higher percentage of its prison population on remand

than almost all other developed nations. The project is
investigating our bail laws, the decision-making processes,
and the reasons for delays as it seeks to understand the
impacts of bail and remand for the prison population, their
families, and communities.

The second project examines how remote participation in
criminal proceedings via live video technology—a growing
practice since COVID-19 lockdowns—is best used in our
courts.
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Luke Peacocke

John-Luca Louverdis:

L.G. Peacocke Scholarship aims to
increase Aotearoa’s influence on
the global stage

Over the past several decades, alumnus Luke Peacocke
has built a successful career in the international
electricity sector. His experience working in Singapore,
the Philippines, Australia, and the United Kingdom has
provided him with invaluable insight into the expansion
of the global energy market—and fueled a desire to help
other New Zealanders make waves on the international
stage. In 2025, the L.G. Peacocke Scholarship was
created to do exactly that.

"l wanted to make an impact in my own small way," says
Luke. "l also wanted to respond to a challenge that the
legendary Emeritus Professor Jonathan Boston put to

my 1999 Public Policy Honours class. He said that after
receiving an education, students had an obligation to give
back once we're able to. Luckily, I'm now in a position
where | can.”

The $15,000 scholarship is offered annually to one
domestic graduate student based on the recipient's
academic achievement and intent to work in economics,
international relations, politics, public policy, or strategic
studies.

“Investment in human capital, along with infrastructure,
is essential for New Zealand's long-term prosperity,”

says Luke. “l want to do my part in helping enhance
New Zealand's place in the global and political economy.”

The inaugural recipient, John-Luca Louverdis, embodies
the scholarship’s essence through his passion for global
climate politics.

"My Honours degree in International Relations

allowed me to write a dissertation that engaged an
interdisciplinary examination of political-emotional
responses to the climate crisis,” says John-Luca.

"l proposed a framework of ‘ecological mourning' to
process and confront the destruction of our planet.
Writing this piece really felt like the culmination of all

my studies, and I'm grateful that | was able to create
something with such personal and political significance.”

John-Luca is currently working as a graduate analyst at
Te Tai Ohanga—The Treasury, where he helps monitor
institutions such as the Natural Hazards Commission
Toka Tu Ake. He says the L.G. Peacocke Scholarship was
essential in propelling him into this exciting stage of his
budding career.

"Connecting with Luke has been an excellent opportunity
to build a professional network,"” says John-Luca.

"And while being a public servant aligns with my values,

| could also see myself returning to academia or working
in the independent policy space on socially progressive
initiatives. | feel confident that there are many different
ways to turn my passion into action.”

Luke is acutely aware of how impactful it is to receive
financial support as a student with big dreams. During
his own studies, he received the Victoria University
Graduate Scholarship (1999), Civil Service Institute Prize
for Public Policy (1998), and Swindell Trust Scholarship
for Academic and Sporting Achievement (1995 and 1996)
to support his academic pursuits. Luke's experience

with the life-changing impact of philanthropy is another
reason he felt compelled to fund a scholarship in his
name.

"Beyond the financial support, | hope the scholarship
provides recognition and encouragement so that the
recipients go on to achieve things beyond their current
horizons,” says Luke. “From my own experience, | know
that scholarships build confidence by providing validation
that the path you are on is worth the slog and that the
destination is valued by others.”

John-Luca certainly agrees. During his Honours degree,
the scholarship connected him to the Environmental
Defense Fund network, which gave him invaluable
opportunities to connect with key leaders in the
climate-action sphere.

"Aside from the financial benefit, the scholarship filled me
with the confidence to really grasp my education,” says
John-Luca. “Last year, | often stepped out of my comfort
zone to build meaningful connections and have important
conversations that helped grow my understanding of

the topics | was studying. I'm so grateful for the mental
freedom it gave me."
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Kelliher Economics Foundation
scholar aims to tackle future
economic challenges

Oscar Compton-Moen's first memory is of the Christchurch
earthquakes he experienced at the age of four. Watching
the city come back from disaster and reinvent itself, he saw
first hand how investing in the city brought its heart back.

"The new stadium and facilities gave people a sense of
hope and there was a palpable sense of gratitude and
excitement. It helped me to understand how economic
decisions make a significant difference to people's lives.”

Oscar is the first recipient of the Kelliher Economics
Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship at Te Herenga
Waka. The scholarship aims to foster a new generation of
economists equipped to address New Zealand's economic
challenges.

Oscar has been interested in politics, economics, and the
environment since secondary school. He participated in
a community tree-planting initiative and School Strike 4
Climate, an international climate policy advocacy group.

“Since | was young, | have been fascinated by the

way economics sits at the intersection of politics and
business, shaping the lives of people in New Zealand.

At high school, | enjoyed learning about macroeconomics
and the way monetary and fiscal policy influence the
lives of everyday people.

"That's why I'm so interested in economics, because it
truly has the power to change the world.”

Oscar spent three weeks in Colombia at the Round
Square Conference, an event for students from select
secondary schools from around the globe, where he
saw parallels in the decision-making that influenced
recovery from two different situations: the earthquakes in
Christchurch and the historic drug violence in Colombia.

He also tutored some of the children of the 2019
Al Noor Mosque attack victims and is tutoring first-year
Economics students in 2026.

“I've seen first hand how access to educational
support can help build human capital and long-term
opportunities. Working with these children exposed
me to the challenges faced by communities recovering
from trauma, highlighting how unequal access to
educational support can have lasting economic and
social consequences. This has sparked my interest in
economic policies that reduce inequality and promote
economic growth for all.”

Now in the second year of conjoint degrees in
Commerce (majoring in Economics and Finance) and
Law, Oscar is enjoying approaching economic issues
from a variety of different perspectives.

“I'am strongly motivated by the role that economics can
play in solving some of our biggest issues, be that our
battle with climate change, rising inequality, or an ageing
population. In fighting these issues, the way that we
handle our economy will be critical.”

Outside the lecture theatre, Oscar is looking forward to
developing his leadership and advocacy skills as the
second-year representative for the Victoria University of
Wellington Law Students’ Society, getting involved in the
Debating Society, and running marathons.

“I'am immensely grateful for receiving the Kelliher
Economics Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship—the
significance of this contribution to my education is not
lost on me. | hope that one day | can make a positive
impact on New Zealand's economy so that future
generations can enjoy the promise that our great country
offers.”
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New scholarships in 2025

Asia Connect Scholarships

Eastern Bay Education Scholarship
(M.K. Lamont)

Kelliher Economics Foundation Undergraduate
Scholarship

Manaia (FOSE) Postgraduate Scholarship
Endowment Fund

Marion Walton Scholarship in Psychological
Sciences

Morgan Phoa PhD Scholarships
Narwhal Design Trust Scholarship

SE Asia Alumni Scholarship for Undergraduate
Students

Ta Atea Scholarship for Maori Students
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VICTORIA
BENEFACTORS' CIRCLE

The Victoria Benefactors' Circle
was established in 2012 to
acknowledge the University's most
significant donors and sponsors.

"Thank you to
our donors

Benefactors' Circle members have
given private donations of $10,000
or more during their lifetime, or
organisational sponsorship totalling

Alumni Appeal Scholarship recipients.

$50,000 or more.
For more information about the

Victoria Benefactors' Circle, contact

development-office@vuw.ac.nz

INDIVIDUALS

Dr Ngaire Adcock’

Bill Alington'

Craig Andrews'

Les Andrews, QSM' and Sonia Andrews, QSM'
Gwendoline Angelo*

Miles Armstrong

Judith Ashcroft and Emeritus Professor Neil
Ashcroft™

Valerie Austin*

Dr Margaret L. Bailey and Dr John Bailey*
Paul Baines$" and Sheryl Baines

Dr Leon Bakker

Thomas Ballinger®

lan Baumgart, Qso*

John Beaglehole

Emeritus Professor Tim Beaglehole$*
Dr Marie Bell, CNzmS$*

Lex Benson-Cooper

Donald Best, ONzZM

George Bettle

Mary Biggs and Peter Biggs, CNzM
Tan Sri Datuk Dr Halim Bin Saad$"
Alastair Bisley, QSO

Charles Bisley

Barbara Blake

Dr Carol Bohmer

Judge lan Borrin$'

lan Boyd, ONZM$

Karis Boyd*

Daniel Bradshaw

James and Helena Brow

Malcolm Brow

Gordon Brown, OBE™

Julia Buchanan

Emeritus Professor Bob Buckle, ONZM
Matthew Bunting

Andrew Butler

Dr Petra Butler

Dr Joan Cameron®

Rick Carlyon

Colin Carruthers, KC

David Carson-Parker§*

Danny Chan®

Joyce Chan' and Laywood Chan*
Keith Chan

Selwyn Chan

Yvonne Chan

Emerita Professor Dame Margaret Clark,
DNZM, CMG

Dr Peter Coleman’*

Jeremy Commons”"

Eleanor Congreve

Dr Robin Congreve® and Erika Congreve
Mark (Charlie) Cook

Annette, Lady Cooke of Thorndon*

Rt Hon. Sir Robin Cooke, Lord Cooke of
Thorndon™*

Emeritus Professor Gregor Coster, CNZM and
Heather Coster

Dr Jacqueline Cumming
Fionnghuala Cuncannon
Brian Cunningham*
Deborah Cutfield

John Daish

Judge John Dalmer®
Emerita Professor Raewyn Dalziel, ONZM"
Mike Darcey

Bob Davies

Dr Edwin Davies*

Kerrie Davies

Dr Robert Davies

David Day

Sir Roderick Deane, KNzZM" and Gillian,
Lady Deane, CNzZM

Report on Philanthropy 2025 21



Susie and Alfie Des Tombe*
Dr Ray Dibble*

Peter Diessl, ONZM and Carolyn Diessl*
Verity Doak

Keith Downie Stewart

John Drake*

Roger Drummond$

Sir Mark Dunajtschik, KNzm*
Adrian Durham

Bob Dykes

Alan Eggers

Dr David Evison

Margaret Evison

Rosemary Evison

Bill Falconer, CNzm

Peter and Rae Fehl

Lindsay Fergusson, CNzm*
Greta Fernie

Hon. Chris Finlayson, kC*
Robert and Polly Fisher
Brian Fox*

Steven and Catherine Fyfe
Clare Galambos-Winters*

Emeritus Professor Sir Lloyd Geering, ONZ, GNZM,
CBE

Alan Gibbs

Dame Jenny Gibbs, DNzZM

Justice David Goddard, KC and Liesle Theron
Emeritus Professor Maurice Goldsmith*
Eileen Gordon and Gerard Gordons$*
Emeritus Professor lan Gordon™*

Emeritus Professor lan Graham and Mary Graham
Peter Graham

Nathan Gray

Neil Gray*

Phillip Green

Dr Grant Guilford

Dr Bill Hackett

Sir Roger Hall, KNzM, QsO"

Judith Hanratty, cvo, OBE"

Brian Hansen

Rt Hon. Sir Michael Hardie Boys, GNZM, GCMG,
QSO, KstJ"™*

Dr David Harland"

Chris Harrington

Stephen Harris

Deborah Hart

Arnold Heine, ONZM, QSM' and Janice Heine*
Dr Mark Hickford

Professor Rawinia Higgins

Vivien Hirschfeld

Dr Raymond Hoare

Jack Hodder, KC and Toni McWhinnie
Professor Peter Hogg, CC, QC™*

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, Qso” and
Dr Elizabeth McLeay

Dr Patricia Holborow*

Emeritus Professor Sir Frank Holmes™*
Emerita Professor Janet Holmes, ONZM
Jessica Holmes

Paul Holmes

Ross Holmes

Kok Kooi How Hou

Dr Sheena Hudson*®

Peter Hughes, CNzM$

John Hunter®

Margot Hutchison

David lles

Jack llotts*

Grant and Amie Jamieson

Hon. Sir John Jeffries*

Christoph Jenkinson

Stanley Jepson®

Bryan Johnson, ONZM

Sir Robert Jones*

Sir Neville Jordan, KNzm and Diane, Lady Jordan
Brenda Joyce*

Josephine Karavasil*

Professor Simon Keller

Emeritus Professor Graeme Kennedy*
Dr Jim Kennett

Tony Kerridge

Fleur Knowsley

Erika Kremic*

Carolyn Lane

Nicola Larsen

Jim Law, MNzM

Dr Seng Tee Lee™

Dr Chan-Hoong Leong

Abby and Joe Letteri, ONZM

Margaret and Oscar Lewisohn

Leo Lonergan$ and Robyn Lonergan
lan Longstaff*

Keith Lyons

Dr Charlotte Macdonald

Peter Macdonald®

Dr David Madlet and Elizabeth Madle*
Sean Mallon

Bill Malthus

Alison Mann

Emeritus Professor Athol Mann, cMG*
Barbara Marriott

Malcolm McCaw"*

Beverley McCombs
Dr Gerard McCoy, QC*
Dr Geraldine McDonald, cNzm™*

Hon. Justice Sir John McGrath, KNzM, oc™ and
Christine, Lady McGrath

Mary McHardy+
Sir Roy McKenzie, ONZz, KBES™*

John McKinnon, CNzZM and Avenal McKinnon,
MNZM

Erica McLean and John McLeans$*
Murray McNae, ONzM

Emeritus Professor Ken McNatty*
Joy McNicoll*

Bruce and Trinh Middleton

John Miller and Dr Stephanie Potocka De Montalk
Dr Sukanya Mohan Das

Les Montgomery

Bob Morey and Timi Clark-Morey
Dr Gareth Morgan®

Rob Morrison

Viggo Mortensen

Naomi Morton* and Peter Morton*
Ross Mountain”

John Nankervis, MNzM*

Julie Nevett

David Newman*

Margaret Nielsen, ONzZM*

John North*

Terence O'Brien*

James Ogden$

Hon. Justice Sir Mark O'Regan, KNzZM and
Nicola Saker

Emeritus Professor Gordon Orr* and
Elizabeth Orr, cNzM™

Sebastian Page*

Rt Hon. Sir Geoffrey Palmer, KCMG, AC, KC, PC"
Donald Park

Lynda Park

Margaret Parker*

Chris Parkin, CNzm" and Kathy Parkin
Kate Parsonson

Luke Peacocke

Emeritus Professor Vladimir Pestov
Winifred Pharazyn and David Bull*
George Pirouet*

Gary Plowman, KC

Collin Post*

Christopher Pottinger*

Dr Petpiboon Prasit

Emeritus Professor John Prebble, KC and
Nicky Riddiford

Dame Kerry Prendergast, DNzZM" and Rex Nicholls

Peter Preston-Thomas*
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Susan Price, ONZM

Victoria Quade

Anthony Quirk

Bernard Randall

Rt Hon. Dame Patricia Reddy, GNzZM, QSO"
Susan Rhind*

Professor Jack Richards”

Rt Hon. Sir Ivor Richardson, PCNzM™*
Yvonne Riddiford

Dr Roger Ridley-Smith*

Uwe Rieger

Emeritus Professor John Rimmer

Sir Bruce Robertson, KNzMm and Lyn,
Lady Robertson

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson and
Kathrine Switzer

Wendy Russell

Lyna Samosir

Roy Savage*

Gertrude Sawmadal

John Sax

Glenn Schaeffer"

Richard Scobie

Shirley and Larry Seales

Dr Shayle Searle™

Yoko and Dr Mansoor Shafi, MNzM
Audley Sheppard, KC

John Shewan, CNzZM$*

William Shields*

Richard Simpson, CBE™*
Malcolm Small

Emeritus Professor Tony Smith*
Ross Steele

Craig Stevens$

Professor Dave Stevenson®

Dr Paulina Suarez-Aspilla

Keith Sutton

Swafford family

Emeritus Professor lan Swingland, OBE
Professor Jeff Tatum and Dr Diana Burton
Judge Heemi Taumaunu”’

Denis Thoms$*

Wade Thompson™*

Andrew Thomson$

Esther Tippett Monk

John Tizard

Jennifer Todd

Sir John Todd, KNzM*

Katrina Todd

Michael Todd

Margaret, Lady Trotter

Sir Ronald Trotter™*

David Turner

Virginia Turnert

Stephen Turnovsky"

John Upton, KC

Kerrin Vautier, CMG and Noel Vautier
Matthew Vickers

Vangelis Vitalis

Tricia Walbridge$

Dr Susanne Walker*

Emeritus Professor Pat Walsh, CNzm
Teresa Watson and Darren Howells
Emeritus Professor Ray Watters*
John and Gary Weiss

Trudy and Erik Westergaard

Mary Weston, CBE*

Sir Maarten Wevers, KNZM* and
Lady Louise Rolleston

Dame Gillian Whitehead, DNzZM"
Alastair Whitelaw*

Pat Whitwell*

Dr lan Williamson

James Wong

Po Wong

Inge Woolf, @so*

Megan and Simon Woolf

And thanks to those who wish to remain
anonymous.

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
"Honorary Doctorate recipient

SHunter Fellow / Award Distinguished Service
"Deceased

“Gift by will

ORGANISATIONS

1993 Suffrage Centennial Trust
Accident Compensation Corporation
Adam Foundation

Allan and Joyce Ballantyne Medical Surgical
Education and Research Trust

Anstiss-Garland Charitable Trust
Antarctica New Zealand

ANZ Bank New Zealand Ltd

Asia New Zealand Foundation

Autism Intervention Trust

Balanced Foundation

Bank of New Zealand

Bell Gully

Breast Cancer Foundation New Zealand
British High Commission

Buddle Findlay

Building Research Association of New Zealand
Callaghan Innovation Research Ltd

Cameron Family Trust

Cameron Partners

Cancer Research Trust New Zealand
Chapman Tripp

Chartwell Trust

Choice Retail Ltd

Chubb Life Insurance New Zealand Ltd
Cisco NZ Ltd

Concrete NZ

Contact Energy Ltd

Creative New Zealand

Datacom Systems Ltd

Deane Endowment Trust

Deloitte New Zealand

Department of Internal Affairs
Dominion Post

Economic Development Group
e-Learning Porirua

Embassy of the United States of America
English-Speaking Union
Environmental Law Initiative Trust
Ericsson New Zealand

Ernslaw One Ltd

FAME Trust

Federal Government of Malaysia
Fehl Charitable Trust

Financial Markets Authority

Fletcher Challenge Energy

FujiFilm Business Innovation New Zealand
Fujitsu New Zealand Limited

Gama Foundation

Garfield Weston Foundation

George Mason Charitable Trust
Girls' Friendly Society

GL Ltd

Grace Memorial Trust

Graduate Women Wellington
Grassroots Trust Central Ltd

Grow Wellington

GS1New Zealand

Health and Disability Intelligence Unit
Hoku Foundation

Holden Harper

Holdsworth Charitable Trust

HRL Morrison & Co

IBM New Zealand Ltd

IHC Foundation

Infratil Ltd

INL Publishing

Inland Revenue

International Rhino Foundation
InternetNZ

Istar Ltd

Izard Weston

J.R. McKenzie Trust

J.R. McKenzie Trust Deaf Development Fund

Jack Jeffs Charitable Trust
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Jack Shallcrass Educational Trust

Jade Software Company

Jordan Foundation

Joyce Fisher Charitable Trust

Knight Associates Ltd

KPMG New Zealand

Les and Sonia Andrews' Cultural Foundation
LexisNexis

Lilburn Trust

Lion Foundation

MAC3 Impact Philanthropies

Malaghan Institute of Medical Research
Meridian Energy Ltd

Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation
Michael Hirschfeld Children’s Trust
Microsoft New Zealand

Ministry for Primary Industries

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Social Development

Mitsubishi Motors NZ Ltd

Mokaraka Trust

Morgan Foundation

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
Music Therapy New Zealand

National Bank of New Zealand

Natural Hazards Commission Toka Tu Ake
New Zealand Community Trust

New Zealand Defence Force

New Zealand Institute of Architects

New Zealand Institute of Economic Research

New Zealand Institute of Management and
Leadership

New Zealand Law Foundation

New Zealand Lottery Grants Board

New Zealand Post

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise

New Zealand Treasury

Nga Tangata Tiaki o Whanganui

Ngati Manawa Charitable Trust

Norman Kirk Memorial Trust

Old Boys-University Rugby Football Club
Oranga Tamariki—Ministry for Children
Oroya and Melvin Day Trust

Osaka

Powerco Ltd

Prime Minister’s Science Prizes Secretariat
Pub Charity Ltd

PwC New Zealand

Ralph and Eve Seelye Charitable Trust

Rata Foundation

Robonomics Al

Rotary Club of Wellington

Roy McKenzie Foundation

Saad Foundation

Sound Investments International
South Pacific Pictures

Spark New Zealand Ltd

St Andrew'’s Trust for the Study of Religion and
Society

St John's in the City

Stewart Charitable Trust

Stout Trust

Sutherland Self-Help Trust

T.G. Macarthy Trust

Te RUnanga o Ngai Tahu

TEAM IM New Zealand
TelstraClear Ltd

Thompson Family Foundation, Inc.
Todd Foundation

Tower Insurance

Transpower NZ Ltd

Trinity Newman Foundation
Turnovsky Endowment Trust

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Vector Ltd

Vocus Communications

W.H. (Bill) Vaughan Trust

Warren and Mahoney Architects Ltd
Warren Architects' Education Charitable Trust
Wellington City Council
Wellington Community Fund

Wellington Historical and Early Settlers
Association

Wellington Masonic Youth Trust
Wellington UniVentures Ltd
Wellington Women Lawyers' Association
Westpac New Zealand

Weta FX Ltd

Wigram Foundation

Wingnut Films Ltd

Withiel Fund Charitable Trust
Woodhouse Family Trust
WorkSafe New Zealand

Wright Family Foundation
Zoological Society of San Diego

And thanks to those who wish to remain
anonymous.

VICTORIA
LEGACY CLUB

The Victoria Legacy Club was
established by the Foundation

to acknowledge and thank those
alumni and friends who have left or
have told us they intend to leave a

gift to the University in their will.

Would you consider leaving a

gift to the University in your will?
To talk about leaving a bequest,
contact Karen Whitehead at
karen.whitehead@vuw.ac.nz or
0800 VIC LEGACY (0800 842 534).

Bill Alington* and Margaret Alington, ONzZM*
Graham' and Mary Ansell

Dr Margaret L. Bailey

David Barr

lan Baumgart, Qso*

Emeritus Professor Tim Beaglehole$*
Phillip Beavon and Suzanne Wood

Dr Marie Bell, CNZM§*

Suzanne Blumhardt

Judge lan Borrin$*

John Bowers"

lan Boyd, ONZM$

Carla Brosnan®

Gordon Brown, OBE™*

Emeritus Professor Bob Buckle, ONzZM
Dr Joan Cameron®

David Carson-Parker§*

Yvonne Chan

Dennis Chippindale and Sahra Grinham
Alison Cole

Jeremy Commons”"

Steve Curran

Dr Gerard Curry

Kathryn and Nicholas Curzon

Sir Roderick Deane, KNzM" and Gillian,
Lady Deane, CNzZM

Dr Ray Dibble*

Fiona Eason

Feriel Falconer and Dr Robin Falconer

Prue Flacks

Rosalene Fogel

Brian Fox*

Clare Galambos-Winters*

John Greenwood$

Léone Harknesss§*

Professor Ross Harvey and Rachel Salmond
Arnold Heine, ONzM, QsM* and Janice Heine*
Graham Hill

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, Qso”®

Emeritus Professor Roger Hopkins* and
Ruth Hopkins*
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Dr Sheena Hudson*

John Hunter*

Professor Jim Johnston, FRSNZ, FNZIC
David Kay

Michael Kelly*

Dr Jim Kennett

Professor Allison Kirkman

Brian Korner

Erika Kremic*

Michael Lamont

David Lascelles

lan Longstaff*

Doris Macdonald® and Peter Macdonald*
Dr David Madle' and Elizabeth Madle*
Emeritus Professor Athol Mann, cMG*
Malcolm McCaw"*

David McCrone

Dr Geraldine McDonald, CNzm**
Juliet McKee, QSO

lan McKinnon, CNzM, QSO, JP

Joy McNicoll*

Dr Anne Meade, CNzZM*

Diana Meads

Barbara Milburnt and Jim Milburn, Qsm*
Val Moreland

Ross Mountain”

Mary Neazor

Elizabeth Orr, CNzM"* and Emeritus Professor
Gordon Orr*

Sebastian Page®

George Pirouet*

Dr Nancy Pollock

Emeritus Professor Art Pomeroy*

Gillian and Vaughan Preece

Susan Price, ONZM

Dame Alison Quentin-Baxter, DNZM, QSO™*
Beverley Randell, MNZM

Beverley, Lady Reeves (Sir Paul and
Lady Reeves Bequest)

Susan Rhind*

Yvonne Riddiford

Dr Roger Ridley-Smith*

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson
Rodney Ruddick

Wendy Russell

David Shand

Dr Glenn Swafford

Monica Taylor*

Roger Taylor*

Tricia Walbridge$

Emeritus Professor Pat Walsh, CNzMm
Marion Walton

Emeritus Professor Ray Watters*
Lance Weller

Alastair Whitelaw*

Dr Kit Withers

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
"Honorary Doctorate recipient
SHunter Fellow / Award Distinguished Service

"Deceased

2025 DONORS

Thank you to all our donors who

made donations of $50 or more
during 2025.

Ginny Abernethy
Rimoni Ah Chong
Gail Ah-Hi

Dr Mark Ahn

Matt Aitken and Alyson McRae
Dr Rod Alley

Dr Brett Ammundsen
Professor Robert Amor
Dr Brian Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Helen Andreae

Gail Andrews

Kaivai Andrews

Amy Ang

Rob Apperley

Luke Archer
Professor Richard Arnold
Mary Atwool
Warwick Austin

Rob Ayling

Renu Badiani

Dr Margaret L. Bailey
Eve Bain

Joy Baird

Megan Baker

Helen Baldwin

Julie Ballance
Nerissa Barber
Corinne Barnard
Ricky Barrow

Dr Murray Bartle
Brenton Beach
Helen Beaglehole

Dr John Beal
Natasha Beardsley
Liam Beashel
Andrew Beatson
Diane Beecham
Margaret Belich
Felicity Benge

John Bennett

Neil Berkett

Lloyd Berry

Mary and Peter Biggs, CNzZM

Stuart Birch

Manuera Bishop

Barbara Blake

Thora Blithe

Dr Carol Bohmer

Helen Booth

Claire Boshier

Emeritus Professor Jonathan Boston, ONZM
lan Boyd, ONZM$

David Brabham

Denise Brake-Aquino
James Bremner

Grace Brennan

Cesar Breton Figueroa
Jacob Briars

Amy Brittain

Natalie Brockie
Francesca Brooks
Cynthia Brophy

James and Helena Brow
Gordon Brown, OBE"**
Alister Brown

Roger Brown

Melda Brunette

Liz Bryan

Ann Buckingham

Jan Bunting

Sylvia Burch

Marie Burgess, QSM
Becca Burke

Brendon Burns

Dr Diana Burton

Dr Petra Butler

Anthony Byrne

Hilary Calder

Doug Calhoun

Professor Sasha Calhoun
Professor Russell Campbell
Justin Cargill

Andrew Carman

Ernest Carman

Ross Carroll

Catherine, Lady Carruthers
Emeritus Professor Lionel Carter
Neil Carter

Chansereiyut Cheng

Lu Cheng

Heng Chiam

Jade Chiam

May-Lee Chong
Mehreen Choudhary
Rick Christie$ and Lorraine Christie
James and Siew Chua
Michael Chung

Bryony Church

Clifford Church

Report on Philanthropy 2025

25



Robert Clark

Dr Liz Clayton

Barbara Clendon

Angela Clist

Esme Colbourne

Marilyn Collins Dawson

Jeremy Commons*

Emeritus Professor Howard Conway
Kay Coolbear

David Corry

Emeritus Professor Gregor Coster, CNzZM and
Heather Coster

Dr Jim Cousins and Margaret Cousins, KSM
Teresa Crawford

Catherine Crombie

Mary Cull

Emeritus Professor Rowena Cullen
Abby Cunnane

Brenda Cutress, ONZM

Rex Da Vanzo, QsM

John Daish

Emerita Professor Raewyn Dalziel, ONzZM*
Susan D'Ath

Sharmala David

Thomas Davies

David Day

Shirley Day

Marissa de Villa

Paul Denford

Gary Dent

Susie and Alfie Des Tombe*
Verity Doak

Mary and Michael Donn
Helen Dougherty

Sir Mark Dunajtschik, KNzm*
Martin Duncan

Bob Dykes

Kara Eaton

Paul Edward

Professor Barbara Einhorn
Dr Dan Emanuelsson

Dr John Erdos

Ellaine Ete-Rasch

Garry Evans, Qso

Hugh and Maureen Evans
Tristan Faber

Dr Taima Fagaloa

Bill Falconer, CNZM

Dr Robin Falconer and Feriel Falconer
Paul Falloon

Gavin Faull, Jp

Brendan Feary

Val Fergusson

Catherine Field-Dodgson
Polly Fisher

Robert Fisher

Ryan Flynn

Trish Fong

Sarah Forster

Toni Fraser

Derek and Sally Freyberg
Karl Frost

John Fyson

Dr Lee Galyer
Martin Garcia
Douglas Gartner

Bill Gavin, QSO
James Genever
June Gibbons
Arthur Giorgi
William Glassey
Maria Gobbi
Maryvonne Goldberg
Dr Raymond Goldie
Kylie Goldsbrough
Dr Margaret Gordon
Tania Gornik

Paul Gough

Kallie Goulding

Emeritus Professor lan Graham

Dr Georgia Grant

lan Grant, ONZM
Meghan Grant
Andrew Gray

Joy Gray

Kylie Green

Michael Green
Warwick Greenwood
Erica Gregory
Katharine Greig
Rochelle Gribble
Moray Guise

Adiraj Gupta

Melody Guy

Dr Bill Hackett
Graeme Halford
Allan Hall

Graeme Hall

Lydia Hamer

Dr Frances Hammond

Hamish Hancock

Reverend Bruce and Alison Hansen

Aaron Hape
Sarah Hard

Judy Hardie

Dr David Harland"

Emeritus Professor John Harper, FRSNZ and

Dr Margaret Harper
Chris Harrington
Jule Hartung
Judge Duncan Harvey

Tonia Haskell

Tony Hassed

Antoinette Hastings

Dave Hatfield

Celine Hayashi-Ronze
Frank Healy™

Marcus Heitger

Patricia Herbert

Joan Hewlett

Cara Hickey

Craig Hickson

Helen Hickson

Professor Rawinia Higgins
Dr Stefan Hill

Joan Hobbs

Jack Hodder, KC, ONzM and Toni McWhinnie
Krissie Hodge

Carol Hogan

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, Qso" and
Dr Elizabeth McLeay

Fay Holdom

Emerita Professor Janet Holmes, ONZM
Faith Hopkins

Dr Michael Horton
John Hunn, oNzMm*
Alan Hunt

Donald Hunter
Michael Hurle

Nick Hurley

Dr Tony Hurst and Margaret Hurst
Murray Hutchinson
Lauao Imo

Martin Isberg

Kevin Isherwood

Dr Yushi Ito
Rukmani lyer
Winifred Jackson
Christoph Jenkinson
Dr Keleigh Jones
Fay Julian

Elizabeth Kay

Robin Keall

Sir Kenneth Keith, ONz, KBE** and Lady Jocelyn
Keith, CBE

Dr Richard Kellett

David Kelly

John Kennedy-Good, QSM
Eugene Kennelly

Dr Jim Kennett

Justin Kerr

Dr Latiffa Khan

Kevin Kilgour

Dong-Sei Kim

Gordon King*

Marcus King

Warwick Kingston-Smith
Chris Kirk-Burnnand, MZNM

Fleur Knowsley
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Helen Koot

Brian Korner

Kuala Lumpur VUW reunion (1985-1990 cohorts)
Peter and Margaret Kyle

Dr Philip Laird, 0OAM

Jemma Lala

Michael Lamont*

Jenny Landy

Prue Langbein

Ben Langdon

Liz Langham

Professor Dan Laufer
Professor Bev Lawton, CNZM
Chang-Man Lee

Joseph Lee

Margaret Lee

James Lees

Sue Lennox

Dr Chan-Hoong Leong

Lim Leong

Mahina Leong

Peter Leslie

Abby and Joe Letteri, ONZM
Gwen Levick

Crystal Li

Chong Lim

Sofia Liu

Anna Liumaihetau Darling
Emeritus Professor Peter Lloyd
Robyn and Leo Lonergan$
Katrina Long

Susan Lothian

Janet Lowe

Emeritus Professor Vicky Mabin
Peter Macdonald™

Chris and Kathryn MacKay
Dr Sam Mackay

Carolyn Macphail

James MacPhail

Dr Tony Macpherson
Graham Malaghan, oNzMm*
Ann Mallinson, QsSM

Patrick Maloney

Donald Malpas

Anne Manchester
Catherine Manchester
Alastair Mansell

Professor Wade Mansell

Bill Mansfield

Kristina Marklew

Dr Robyn Marsack

Diana Marsh and Francis Cooke, QC
Alan Marshall

David Marshall

Professor Matthew Marshall

Bruce Mason

Elisabeth Mason

Liam Mason

Rach Masson

Trevor Masters

Dr Don Mathieson, ONzM, KC and Sally Mathieson
Clara Matthews

Pamela Mazoyer

Dr Fiona McAlpine

Allen McArthur

Nic McBride

Trish McBride

Peter McCaffrey

Shaun McCauley
Alexander McClymont*™
Beverley McCombs

Bob McDavitt, MNZM

John McDermott

Bruce McDonald

Graeme McDonald

Jenny McDougall
Professor Rob McKay
Richard McKechnie

Dr Rachel McKee
Katherine McKenzie-Bridle
Pat McKinlay

Fergus and Ann McLean
Johnt and Erica McLean
John McLinden, KC

Jane McMurray

Murray McNae, ONZM

Joy McNicoll*

Jane Meares and Denis Clifford
John Men

Dr Diane Menzies, ONZM
Professor Ocean Mercier
Sam Mey

Maryann Michael

Bruce and Trinh Middleton
Bernard Millen

Emeritus Professor John Miller
John Miller and Dr Stephanie Potocka De Montalk
Chris Moller, CNzM*

Dr Greta Moraes

Margaret Morgan and Wesley Phoa
Martina Moroney

Pene Morris

Helen Mosley

Richard Moss

Ross Mountain”

Siobhan Murphy

Tony Musson

Professor Carol Mutch
Carla na Nagara

Dr Nancy Naeser

Vishnu Nair

John Nath

Professor Nicola Nelson

Maryann Nesbitt

Rose Newell

Maria Newman**

Susanna Ng

Marion Nicholls

Rex Nicholls

John Niland

Mary Nixon

Dr Richard Norman

Professor Sally Jane Norman
Michael Norris

Mark O'Brien, KC

Sarah-Jane O'Connor

Tony O'Connor

Sue O'Donnell

Tim Oliver

Margaret Olsen

Peter Orman

Noelene Page

Ashwin Pal

Gavar Palepu

Rt Hon. Sir Geoffrey Palmer, KCMG, AC, KC, PC"
Dr Jamie Pandy

C.W. Pang

Richard Parfitt

Sir Christopher Parkin, KNzM*
Kate Parsonson

Emeritus Professor Bob Paterson
Betina Pavri

Jon Peacock

Luke Peacocke

Carey Pearce

Dr Moyra Pearce

Nicolette Percy

Nadine Perera

Emeritus Professor Vladimir Pestov
John Petris

Dr Hung Pham

Winifred Pharazyn

Michael Phelan

Arryn Pidwell

Roberta Pirazzini

Emeritus Professor Art Pomeroy**
Max Pouwer

Professor Harry Powell and Elizabeth Powell
Dr Joe Prebble

Mark Prentice

Dr Dan Pringle

Martin Prout

Prudence Purser

Dame Alison Quentin-Baxter, DNZM, QSO"**
Anthony Quirk

Kathie Rabel

Justice Paul Radich, KC and Karen Radich
Dr Murli Rajan

Madeleine Rashbooke
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Sally Rawnsley

Nonnita Rees

Janice Reeves

Sonya Reeves

Tom Reiher

Dr Amanda Reilly

Dr Michael Reilly

Dave Reynolds

Clara Ribeiro Cantal

Professor Jack Richards”

Julie Richards

Audrey Ricketts

Nicky Riddiford

Emeritus Professor John Rimmer
Dr Brian Ristow

Dr Bill Robertson, ONzZM

Dr Christopher Robertson, Qsm*
Jenny Robertson

Susan Robins

Jill Robinson

Professor Natalie Robinson

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson and

Kathrine Switzer
Dr Geoff Rogers
Maggie Rogers
Matthew Rollinson
George Rosenberg
Judge Lance Rowe
Maurice Rowe
Derrick Russell
Dr Peter Russell
Wendy Russell
Robin Rutherford
Dr Matt Ryan
Norman Ryder-Lewis
Natasha Samani
Shane Sampson
James Santos
Catherine Saunders
Kat Saunders
Karen Schellevis
Jessica Sciacca
lan Scott
Dr Sarah Sczelecki
Dr Corinne Seals
Steven Sedley, MNzZM
David Shand
John Shewan, CNzM$§#
Dennis Shum
Graeme Siddle
Marie-Louise Siddle
David Simmers
Brett Simon
Dr Kenneth Simpson
Adrian Slack
John Sleeman

Ken Smart

Jicca Smith

Philip Smith

Mark Soh

Susan Sonntag
Kamolwan Sonsomsook
Chansai Soumixay
Laura Southgate
Phil Sowman

Dr Rodger Sparks
Dame Margaret Sparrow, DNZM, MBE"
Michael Spedding
Graeme Speden
Anne Spellerberg
Anton Spelman
Pamela Spry

Vicky Stanbridge
Heidi Stedman
Professor Bruce Stening
Kerry Stephenson
Keith Downie Stewart
lan Stockwell

Bruce Stowell
Professor Kathryn Sutherland
Linda Sutton
Swafford family

Colin Swinburn
Andrew Symonds

Dr Edna Tait

Mary Tallon

David Tan

Okan Tan

Xing Yi Tan

Judge Heemi Taumaunu®
Bruce Taylor

Jillian Taylor

Roger Taylor, MNZM
John Terry

Voon Thean

lan Thomas

Marise Thomas

Dr Jan Thompson
Mollie Thomson
Nicholas Thomson
Anthony Ting

Dennis Ting

Valeska Ting

John Tizard

Helen Tjandra

Sally Treister™
Stephen Turnovsky"
Dr Paddy Twigg
Joanne Twist
Heather Upfold

Sue Upton

Andrew Urban

Dr Micky Vale

Bambi Vargo

Kerrin Vautier, CMG
Dr Paul Veitch
Professor Robert Wade"
Jonathan Wake

Graham Wakefield

Tricia Walbridge$

Penny Walker

Walton Walker

Michael Walls

Charlotte Walsh

Marion Walton

Norman Wansbrough
Mike Warren

Bruce Watson

Teresa Watson

Rosie Wayte

Douglas Webb

Brad Weekly

Chris Weir

William Weir*

Annette Welch

Ben West

Jacqueline West

Michael West

Cecily Wheeler

Dame Gillian Whitehead, DNzM"
Shani Wikaira

Francis Willard

Marian Willberg

Karen Williams

Sheila Williams*™
Catherine Wilson

John Wilson

Vicki Wilson

Adrian Wimmers

Dr Peter Winsley
Stephanie Winson

Sam Winstanley

Alex Winter-Billington
Nelson Wong

Su Wong

Richard Wood

Freya Woodford

Reverend Gillian Woodward
Dr Cathy Wylie, MNZM
Ethne Wyndham-Smith
Professor Dato' Dr Shunji Yamazaki
Allan Young"*

Reverend Rob Yule

Marco Zhang

And thanks to those who wish to remain

anonymous.

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient

"Honorary Doctorate recipient

SHunter Fellow / Award Distinguished Service

'Deceased

“Gift by will
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ORGANISATIONS

A.J. Park

Accident Compensation Corporation
Acorn Foundation

Adam Foundation

Allan and Joyce Ballantyne Medical Surgical
Education and Research Trust

Alphero

Anstiss-Garland Charitable Trust
ANZ Bank New Zealand Ltd

APL Window Solutions

Apple, Inc.

Aquaheat Facility Services Ltd
Archway Recruitment

Australian High Commission
Balanced Foundation

Bark Ltd

Beca Group Ltd

Benevolo Trust

Blue Star Group (New Zealand) Ltd
Blumhardt Foundation

CentrePort Wellington

Chevron Retirees Association
Chubb Life Insurance New Zealand Ltd
Copyright Licensing New Zealand
Creative Capital Arts Trust

Creative New Zealand

Deane Endowment Trust

Deep Cove Outdoor Education Trust
Deloitte New Zealand

Department of Internal Affairs
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
Duncan Cotterill Lawyers

Eastern Bay Community Foundation
Embassy of France in Wellington
Embassy of Mexico
English-Speaking Union

Entain New Zealand

Environmental Law Initiative Trust
Fehl Charitable Trust

Financial Markets Authority

Flacks & Wong

Fleetwise

Friends of Taputeranga Marine Reserve
Charitable Trust

Friends of the Wellington Botanic Garden
Fujitsu New Zealand Ltd

George Mason Charitable Trust

Girls' Friendly Society

Google

Graduate Women Wellington

Grant Thornton

Harmos Horton Lusk

Hoku Foundation

HOPE Foundation

Human Resources Institute of New Zealand

Humanist Society of New Zealand

Infratec New Zealand Ltd

Infratil Ltd

Initiatives of Change New Zealand

ISS Facility Services Ltd

Istar Ltd

Jack Hackett's

Jack Jeffs Charitable Trust

Joyce Fisher Charitable Trust

Justin Toebes Trust

Kapi-Mana Classical Music and Fine Arts Trust
Kapiti Chorale

Kate Sheppard Chambers

Kelliher Charitable Trust

Knight Associates Ltd

KPMG New Zealand

Kwikill Pest Control and Fumigation Services Ltd
Lilburn Trust

Lion Foundation

Macpac

Mayne Wetherell

Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation
Ministry for Pacific Peoples
MinterEllisonRuddWatts

Morgan Foundation

MSA Charitable Trust

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa
Music Therapy New Zealand

New Zealand Architects Co-Operative Society Ltd
New Zealand Council for Civil Liberties

New Zealand Initiative

New Zealand Institute of Chemistry

New Zealand Institute of Economic Research
New Zealand Institute of International Affairs
New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects
New Zealand Law Foundation

Norman Kirk Memorial Trust

Ocean Design Group Ltd

O’'Connor Family Foundation

Office of the Controller and Auditor General
Oroya and Melvin Day Trust

Pacific Biosecurity Ltd

Partners Life

PB Technologies

Perpetual Guardian

Porirua City Council

Psychoactive Studios

Pub Charity Ltd

Public Service Commission

Ralph and Eve Seelye Charitable Trust
Rogue & Vagabond

Sea of Faith New Zealand

Simpson Grierson

Sport New Zealand

Springload Ltd

Stout Trust

T.G. Macarthy Trust
Tararua Tramping Club

Te Thapapa Pdtaiao o Aotearoa mo Te Tiri
o Te Moana—Antarctic Science Platform

Te Wheke Foundation

TEAM IM New Zealand

Transparency International New Zealand
Ta Atea Ltd

Tumbleweed Tees

University of Auckland

University of Canterbury

University of Melbourne

Upper Hutt Concert Grand Piano Trust
Vendella International Ltd

W.N. Pharazyn Charitable Trust
Waitakere College

Warren and Mahoney Architects Ltd
Wellington City Council

Wellington Historical and Early Settlers
Association

Wellington Women Lawyers' Association
Weéta FX Ltd

Wetland Care New Zealand

Whaikaha Ministry of Disabled People
Wilderlab NZ Ltd

Winton and Margaret Bear Charitable Trust
Withiel Fund Charitable Trust

Wright Family Foundation

Yeo Family Foundation

And thanks to those who wish to remain

anonymous.
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Thank you to
our volunteers

We couldn’t do what we do without you. Special thanks to the board of trustees
of the Foundation for their commitment and leadership.

2025 VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON FOUNDATION BOARD

Liban Ali John Allen Emeritus Professor Gregor Coster Souella Cumming (acting chair Pania Gray
(VUWSA representative) 1 April 2025-31 December 2025)

Dr Ruth Harley Raphael Hilbron Alan Judge John McCay (chair from 2026)

Dame Kerry Prendergast Brooke Roberts Professor Nic Smith
(chair until 31 March 2025)

Sir Maartin Wevers

THANKS ALSO TO OUR OTHER SUPPORTERS

Gifts from our supporters based in the United Kingdom and United States are managed by the Friends
of Victoria University of Wellington and the US Friends of Victoria University of Wellington respectively.
These independent non-profit organisations have been set up to advance the University and strengthen
our ties overseas.

2025 Friends of Victoria University 2025 US Friends of Victoria University
of Wellington UK of Wellington

. Pinar Bacgi, trustee . Peter Bryant, director

. Matthew Bunting, trustee . Monique Davey, director

. James McArthur, trustee . Dr Shivali Gulab, treasurer

. Karyn Newman, trustee . Fleur Knowlsey, director

. Sue O'Donnell, trustee . Erica McLean, president

. Audley Sheppard, chair . Sue O'Donnell, secretary

. James Wong, trustee
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Nga Hoe a Kupe Pathfinder Scholarship recipient Efeso with friends.

Looking ahead

Philanthropy is vital for the growth of the University. It is the key to our being able to make a positive difference
to individuals and communities. Together, we can do more to give our students a great university experience.
Thank you for your continued support.

Across a broad range of priority areas, there are numerous projects and programmes you can choose to
support:

«  creating opportunities for students through scholarships, thus opening the door of opportunity for many
students who might otherwise never be able to access a university education

- developing and growing engaging arts and culture programmes
«  supporting innovative teaching and learning projects
»  backing research programmes that can change lives.

Every gift counts. You can give through business sponsorship, one-off or regular individual donations, or by
leaving a gift in your will to ensure that your legacy continues long after you are gone.

To find out more, go to wgtn.ac.nz/giving

You can also make a significant difference by giving your time as a volunteer. You could effect change in the
University and the wider community by:

» helping us build valuable and mutually beneficial international relationships
« advising on educational quality and excellence

» undertaking advisory and governing board positions

» supporting a student through mentoring, advice, or opportunities.

To find out more about the various ways you can engage with the University, go to
wgtn.ac.nz/engage

Thank you again for all your support. It wouldn't be possible without you.
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Meet the team

The staff in the Development and Alumni Relations Office—Te Kura Tangata are dedicated to
ensuring the longevity of the Foundation and all the projects it supports.

« James Aldridge, research and data adviser

« Corinne Barnard, acting associate director—fundraising
» Victoria Beckett, senior development manager

« Laura Berry, development manager

» Denise Brake-Aquino, research and data adviser

» Grace Brennan, associate director—fundraising

« Rebecca Burke, development manager—scholarships and projects

32 Victoria University of Wellington Foundation and Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington



Vicky Cotterell, communications and marketing manager—development
Helen Dougherty, principal adviser, alumni

Megan Edwards, campaigns adviser

Amanda Fraser, co-associate director—operations

Kylie Green, senior events adviser

Leah Johanson, associate director, alumni and events

Kate Kovtun, alumni and events adviser

Kristina Marklew, philanthropic scholarships adviser

Jenny McDougall, senior development writer

Caroline Nebel, senior events adviser

Sue O'Donnell, executive director of development and alumni relations, and the Foundation
Lulu Pan, development coordinator

Yun Ting Pang, accountant

Gabriel Prinsich, engagement and alumni adviser

Ange Scott, donations and office administrator

Em Seyb, events adviser

Christina Sit Yee, senior development manager

Heidi Stedman, co-associate director—operations

Charlotte Te Kata, research, data and reporting manager

Liz Thomson, senior events adviser

Ellen Walden-Kyd, senior engagement and alumni adviser—communications
Brad Weekly, development manager

Karen Whitehead, development manager—planned giving

Eileen Yu, senior prospect researcher
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