2022–2023
Professional and
Postgraduate Programmes

ŌRAUARIKI
WELLINGTON SCHOOL OF

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT

UNDERSTANDING
PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMMES
START

CHANGE

CAREER

CAREER

ENHANCE
CAREER

Master of Commerce
Master of Global Business
Master of Professional Accounting
Master of Professional Business Analysis
Master of Actuarial Science
Master of Information Studies
Master of Business (Professional)
Executive MBA
Master of Public Management
Master of Public Policy

START
If you’re a recent graduate and want
to launch your career, our ‘start’
programmes are designed for you.
With programmes such as the
Master of Global Business, you’ll gain
the practical workplace skills you need
to successfully enter the world of
work. You’ll also get hands-on business
experience through consultancies,
internships, and networking
opportunities.
Look for the boxes on pages 10–11 to
find programmes relevant to you.

CHANGE

ENHANCE

If you want to change careers and
move into a different field or industry,
our ‘change’ programmes are right
for you.

If you want to enhance your current
career and build upon your expertise,
our ‘enhance’ programmes are right
for you.

Through programmes such as the
Master of Professional Accounting
and Master of Professional Business
Analysis, you’ll gain experience in a
new area and the opportunity to pivot
your career in a different direction.
You’ll add new skills to your toolset
and build on your background to
make a positive career change in a new
direction.

Through programmes such as the
Executive MBA or Master of Public
Policy, you’ll bring your experience
from the workplace into the classroom
and work with people from different
backgrounds to gain a new perspective
on business and government. You’ll
enhance your existing leadership and
problem-solving skills and prepare
yourself to take the next step in your
chosen career.

Look for the boxes on pages 10–11 to
find programmes relevant to you.

Look for the boxes on pages 10–11 to
find the programmes that are relevant
to you.

Stand up
and lead the way
“The Executive MBA challenged me from the beginning
to think strategically about issues and trends outside
my normal area of expertise. Through a mix of individual
learning and teamwork, it gave me the opportunity to
grow and develop as a person and a leader.”
Nathan Thomas
Student, Executive MBA

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/professional
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In 2022, Te Herenga
Waka—Victoria University
of Wellington marked an
important milestone:
125 years since our university
was founded. Go to
www.wgtn.ac.nz/125-years
to find out more.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University
of Wellington uses all reasonable skill and care to ensure the
information contained in this document is accurate at the time
of being made available. However, matters covered by this
document are subject to change due to a continuous process
of review, and to unanticipated circumstances including those
caused by COVID-19. The University therefore reserves the
right to make any changes without notice. So far as the law
permits, the University accepts no responsibility for any loss
suffered by any person due to reliance (either whole or in part)
on the information contained in this document, whether direct or
indirect, and whether foreseeable or not.

Te Herenga Waka—
Victoria University of Wellington
has been awarded an overall
five-stars-plus rating in the QS Stars
university rating system, one of only
17 universities worldwide to do so.
The University gained a total score of 966 out of a possible
1,000 points across eight audited categories, including
maximum points for the employability and inclusiveness
categories.Maximum points were awarded for 25 of the more than
30 indicators, including overall student satisfaction; further study;
graduate employment rate; international diversity, support, and
collaborations; academic reputation; satisfaction with teaching;
campus facilities; accreditations; art and cultural investment and
facilities; disabled access; scholarships and bursaries; low-income
outreach; and student cohort diversity.

WELCOME

Tēnā koutou kātoa.
At Ōrauariki—Wellington School of Business and Government,
we stand in the geographic, political, and cultural heart of
Aotearoa New Zealand, and at the centre of a vibrant capital
city with a truly international perspective. We benefit from
strong connections with government, business, and the
country’s top scientific, cultural, and creative organisations.
We offer a range of flexible, tailored professional certificate,
diploma, and Master’s programmes that provide immense
value to our students, both in terms of professional
development and financial return on investment of time
and money. Our degrees are designed to provide a broad
educational foundation, creative and critical thinking skills
that are crucial in today’s business world, and specialist
expertise in your chosen field.
We work closely with employers to design professional
qualifications that provide our students with the breadth 		
of tools and knowledge, and the global perspective, that
they need to stand up and lead the way in business 		
and government.
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We are delighted that you are considering postgraduate
study at the Wellington School of Business and Government.
We hope you will look back on your experience with us
as a rewarding time in which you followed your passion,
broadened your career prospects, and stood up for
meaningful change in Aotearoa New Zealand and globally.
Use this publication to help you explore your options, decide
your next steps, and begin your journey with us.
Hei konā mai.
Professor Jane Bryson
Dean

ENHANCE YOUR CAREER
Our professional programmes combine academic
knowledge and practical and professional experience,
with a focus on career progression. You’ll develop
practical skills that you can immediately put to use in
your professional life and build a bank of knowledge
and tools that will maximise your career potential. You’ll
gain a broad understanding of the global business
environment, leading to opportunities not just in
New Zealand but globally.
There will be numerous opportunities to bring your past
experience and current challenges from the workplace
into the classroom, and to work with a like-minded
cohort. As well as subject-specific knowledge, you will
develop capabilities you can transfer to everyday life,
such as negotiation, presentation, and problem solving.
Over the course of your programme, you’ll build a strong
network of fellow students, leading academics, and
industry leaders through regular group work, internship
opportunities, and consultancy projects.

STUDY THAT FITS
AROUND YOU
All our programmes have been designed with the
flexibility to fit around your work and life commitments
and goals. Most programmes can be completed in
just over a year of full-time study for those looking for

an intensive pathway to launch their career and for
international students looking to travel to New Zealand.
However, many of our students will choose to study
part time, taking just one or two courses per trimester,
as a way to balance their studies with their other
commitments. This ensures pursuing your career goals
doesn’t have to mean sacrificing the things that are most
important to you. The total workload for each 15-point
course is about 10–12 hours per week, including contact
time on the weeks you have lectures.

CERTIFICATE AND
DIPLOMA OPTIONS
Studying for a professional programme is an
understandably big commitment for most students.
If you’re not ready to enrol in a full Master’s degree,
then a postgraduate certificate or postgraduate
diploma could be the right choice for you. You will get
to experience some of the courses included in the full
Master’s degree, and decide if that programme is right
for you. As well as being valuable qualifications in their
own right, a certificate or diploma can also be used as a
stepping stone into a full Master’s degree, with courses
counting towards the programme if you decide to
continue your study.

Stand for

making meaningful change
“Because of the rigours of my postgraduate education at
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington, I am optimistic
that I will be able to contribute positively, no matter how little, in
the grander project of improving the present and future wellbeing
of Filipinos.”
Tristan Piosang
Graduate, Master of Public Policy
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OUR PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMMES
STUDENTS
5
34
46
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8
4

COUNTRY
OF ORIGIN

93

41
21

7

4
48

10
8
278

GENDER
FEMALE: 65%

AGE

20–29 years

36%

MALE: 35%

60+ years
2%

DOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONAL

50–59 years

9%

DOMESTIC: 84%

40–49 years

24%

YOUNGEST: 20 YEARS
OLDEST: 65 YEARS

30–39 years

29%

INTERNATIONAL: 16%

PART TIME AND FULL TIME
PART TIME: 88%

FULL TIME: 12%
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CAPITAL CITY
CONNECTIONS
As a postgraduate or professional programmes student at
the Wellington School of Business and Government, you
will study with us at our Pipitea campus in the heart of
Wellington’s legal, government, and business district. The
Pipitea campus is home to a modern hub that includes a
newly refurbished library, teaching spaces, and a dedicated
professional programmes study space.
The capital city is a great place to study, and you will relish
being part of, and contributing to, Wellington’s vibrant
and creative innovative environment. You will also have
the chance to develop your business acumen and grow
alongside the leaders, creators, and thinkers who thrive 		
in Wellington.
Experience the benefits of the University’s strong
connections with government and business. As the capital
city, Wellington is home to many national organisations and
treasures, including Parliament, Te Papa Tongarewa, the
Supreme Court, the National Library, and the Treasury, as
well as being the entrepreneurial capital of New Zealand.
The University operates at the intersection of business and
government. We have strong connections with political,
public sector, legal, diplomatic, cultural, scientific, corporate,
community, media, and non-governmental organisations.
Our capital city connections mean students have excellent
opportunities for engaging with and learning from real-life
experiences on and off campus.

INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS
AND WIDER OPPORTUNITIES
Many of our programmes offer opportunities to work directly
with New Zealand companies to gain strong insights into
domestic and global business. You could provide advice to
a New Zealand organisation through a consultancy project;
attend an international business conference hosted at the
University; attend regular talks from professional leaders; be
taught by leading experts in your field; attend career expos
and presentations from recruitment agencies to network with
staff from local organisations; or undertake an internship with
a local employer.

BUILD POWERFUL
NETWORKS
Over the course of your programme, you’ll build a strong
network of fellow students, leading academics, and industry
leaders through regular group work and projects. You’ll make
connections with like-minded students that will be invaluable
in your future career.

“I had unique opportunities to learn from lecturers
who have been working with New Zealand
government agencies for years. I was able to learn
directly how theories of public policy are applied in
the workplace.”
Zin Htay
Student, Master of Public Policy
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EMPLOYER SUPPORT
The capability boost you get from undertaking a professional
programme means your employer may be willing to pay
some or all of the costs of your programme. New Zealand
employers need people with the right combination
of academic rigour and strategic acumen to propel
their businesses forward. We encourage you to have a
conversation with your employer about sponsorship and
other ways they can support you to maximise your return on
investment from your study.

KICK START
CAREER

CHANGE
CAREER

ENHANCE
CAREER

WHY SPONSOR SOMEONE?
There are many reasons why your employer may consider
sponsoring you to study for a professional programme.
•

A professionally focused postgraduate qualification
transforms your thinking, decision-making, and
problem-solving and helps you to develop leadership
skills that are invaluable to businesses.

•

You will learn from academic and professional leaders
and build powerful networks, creating connections that
will benefit your employer.

•

You will develop advanced skills and gain new insights
that will add value to your organisation from day one,
taking what is learnt in the classroom and immediately
applying it to the workplace.

•

The flexible teaching format ensures that you can
maintain your professional responsibilities alongside
your study.

SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS
We suggest discussing the following options with
your employer.

Company time
You may choose to study part time and remain in full-time
employment. However, all professional programmes will
occasionally require you to have time off to complete your
studies, as well as time away from the office during teaching
time. You may want to negotiate agreed study days, unpaid
leave, holidays, or time in lieu with your employer.

“The flexibility afforded to me by taking
one paper per trimester has allowed me
to continue working full time and continue
to enjoy my personal hobbies. My employer
allowing me to study two hours per week
during work hours has also benefited
me greatly.”
Evan Greensides
Graduate, Postgraduate Diploma in Information Studies

Financial support
Financial support could include full funding, matching funding,
percentage splits, reduced hours, salary contributions, tuition
reimbursement, or bonus payments. Your employer may also
want to consider a contractual obligation for you to stay with
the organisation for a set number of years after completing
your programme.
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EXPLORE OUR
PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMMES
EXECUTIVE MBA
ENHANCE
CAREER

The Executive MBA is an internationally recognised
management qualification that sends a powerful message
to your professional peers and future employers about your
intellectual ability, professional experience, and executive
problem-solving skills to take on leading roles in business 		
and government.
You will master tools and models that improve strategic
thinking, decision-making, and leadership, and build powerful
professional networks with leading academics, fellow students,
and other members of the business community.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/emba

MASTER OF ACTUARIAL
SCIENCE
START

CAREER

CHANGE
CAREER

ENHANCE
CAREER

Gain a competitive edge in the job market with our Master of
Actuarial Science (MActSc), the only Master’s-level actuarial
science qualification available in New Zealand. You’ll learn how
to apply rigorous mathematics to industries that carry a high
level of uncertainty such as insurance.
You will be prepared to pursue a career as an actuary—
whether in a traditional role at an insurance company or as an
insurance consultant, or in a non-traditional role in areas such
as financial services and data analytics. Our MActSc courses
will give you exemptions from Actuaries Institute (Australia)
examinations, allowing you to become an accredited
actuary faster.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mactsc

MASTER OF BUSINESS
(PROFESSIONAL)
CHANGE
CAREER

ENHANCE
CAREER

Advance your business career with a solid grounding in
contemporary business practice and prepare for a future
in leadership. With the Master of Business (Professional)
(MBusProf), you’ll develop the ability to think critically
about today’s business and policy challenges and have an
opportunity to tailor your degree to suit your career aspirations.
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You’ll develop practical, expert capability in problem-solving,
negotiating, and influencing. You’ll also be able to apply the
latest research methods in contemporary business settings.
Along with business fundamentals, the MBusProf gives you
the flexibility to tailor your degree to your career needs and
interests by specialising in an area of interest.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mbusprof

MASTER OF GLOBAL
BUSINESS
START

CAREER

The Master of Global Business (MGBus) is a professionally
focused programme that allows you to build on an
undergraduate degree in any field of study and gain valuable
skills in global business strategy and analysis. The programme
is coursework-based and includes an industry consultancy
project, where you’ll work with a New Zealand or international
organisation to gain real-world experience. This programme is
best suited to recent graduates who are looking to launch their
careers in global business and strategy.
You’ll get a broad foundation in modern business and explore
how global connectivity impacts and influences the way
business is done. You’ll have access to a range of courses
offered at the Wellington School of Business and Government
and the option to specialise in a particular area, including
accounting, government, information systems, management,
or marketing.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mgbus

MASTER OF INFORMATION
STUDIES
START

CAREER

CHANGE
CAREER

ENHANCE
CAREER

The Master of Information Studies (MIS) helps you to become
an expert in managing information in today’s fast-changing
world. Government departments, businesses, libraries,
museums, and archives all need people who can identify
relevant information, retrieve it, organise it, and make sure
people can access it.
You’ll learn about information services, storage, and retrieval,
while gaining skills in management and communication,
information technology, and research methods. You’ll gain a
thorough, technology-focused, and research-based education
in information organisation, oriented to the needs of
New Zealand information professionals and national aims to
improve digital literacy and inclusion.
The MIS is taught entirely online, giving you the flexibility to
study from anywhere in New Zealand, and to balance study
with your other commitments.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mis

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTING*
START

CAREER

CHANGE
CAREER

The Master of Professional Accounting (MPA) will enable you
to make the move into accounting or get the certification you
need to take the next step in your accountancy career. The
chartered accountants (CA) pathway allows you to become
a provisional member of Chartered Accountants ANZ (CA ANZ)
as part of your MPA during your study. You’re then eligible to
apply for full CA ANZ membership after you have successfully
completed three years of approved employment in
New Zealand, Australia, or any other recognised 		
global location.
You don’t need to have an accounting qualification or a
background in the field to study. This makes the MPA ideal for
both recent graduates and working professionals who want to
add accountancy to their skill set.
*Some aspects of the MPA are subject to regulatory approval.
Go to our website for the latest information.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mpa

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL
BUSINESS ANALYSIS
START

CAREER

CHANGE
CAREER

The Master of Professional Business Analysis (MBusAn) is
designed to equip people from any background with a strong
industry-focused qualification. You will gain skills in business
and systems analysis, databases and analytics, management,

and strategies, building on your existing talents and expertise.
The MBusAn provides hands-on experiences and real-world
projects to prepare you to launch your career as a
business analyst.
The MBusAn is closely linked with industry requirements, and
courses are offered with industry collaboration. Te Herenga
Waka—Victoria University of Wellington partners with local
tech businesses to provide guest lectures, workshops,
real-world projects, and more for our students so they can gain
the experience needed to hit the ground running.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mbusan

MASTER OF PUBLIC
MANAGEMENT
ENHANCE
CAREER

A Master of Public Management (MPM) enhances your
performance as a manager with advanced knowledge
of the theory and strategies behind best practice public
management. Become a more effective public manager and
build your ability to influence the strategic and operational
direction of public sector organisations.
Learn about governance and public sector reform, and how
to manage budgets, finances, and organisational capital. Gain
the knowledge and skills to design and implement innovative
and effective programmes and services, including planning,
service delivery, and resource management. Our engagement
with government agencies will offer you a window into the
management processes that influence the strategic and
operational direction of public sector organisations.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mpm

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
ENHANCE
CAREER

The Master of Public Policy (MPP) equips you with the
knowledge, skills, and competencies to provide high-quality
policy advice and creative policy and programme design
underpinned by a strong sense of public purpose and integrity.
Gain the expertise that policymakers need to create strategic
and operational policies to make life better—locally, nationally,
and internationally.
Our MPP provides an excellent avenue for professionals in the
public and non-governmental sectors to acquire a nuanced
understanding of policy design, analysis, and implementation
in the real world. You will develop practical problem-solving
skills and learn techniques that draw on concepts from several
disciplines. Our association with key players in government
means that you will learn from policymakers and advisers
involved in strategic and operational decision-making.



www.wgtn.ac.nz/mpp
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PROGRAMME
OVERVIEW
Programme

Minimum
duration

Location

Format

Start
dates

Complete

Entry requirements

Postgraduate
Certificate in
Business
Administration

4 months,
1 trimester

Wellington
campuses

Block
courses

February,
July

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with at least a B
average. Five years of relevant work
experience.

Executive MBA

16 months,
4 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Block
courses

February,
July

180 points
(12 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with at least a B
average. Five years of relevant work
experience.

Postgraduate
Certificate in
Actuarial Science

4 months,
1 trimester

Wellington
campuses

Weekly
lectures,
block
courses

February

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with a major in
Actuarial Science, Finance, Statistics, or a
related field, with at least a B+ average.

Postgraduate
Diploma in
Actuarial Science

8 months,
2 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Weekly
lectures,
block
courses

February

120 points
(8 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with a major in
Actuarial Science, Finance, Statistics, or a
related field, with at least a B+ average.

Master of Actuarial
Science

12 months,
3 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Weekly
lectures,
block
courses

February

180 points
(11 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with a major in
Actuarial Science, Finance, Statistics, or a
related field, with at least a B+ average.

Postgraduate
Certificate in
Business
(Professional)

4 months,
1 trimester

Wellington
campuses

Block
courses
and
evening
lectures

February

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with at least a B
average. Two years of relevant work
experience.

Postgraduate
Diploma in
Business
(Professional)

8 months,
2 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Block
courses
and
evening
lectures

February

120 points
(8 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with at least a B
average. Two years of relevant work
experience.

Master of Business
(Professional)

12 months,
3 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Block
courses
and
evening
lectures

February

180 points
(12 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with at least a B
average. Two years of relevant work
experience.

Master of Global
Business

12 months,
3 trimesters

Wellington
campuses
and online

Daytime
lectures

November

180 points
(11 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree in any discipline with
at least a B average.

Postgraduate
Certificate in
Information Studies

4 months,
1 trimester

Online

Evening
and
weekend
lectures

February,
July

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree, or extensive
professional experience.

Postgraduate
Diploma in
Information Studies

8 months,
2 trimesters

Online

Evening
and
weekend
lectures

February,
July

120 points
(8 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with Honours or a
Master’s degree, or extensive professional
experience.

Master of
Information Studies

12 months,
3 trimesters

Online

Evening
and
weekend
lectures

February,
July

180 points
(11 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree with Honours or a
Master’s degree, or extensive professional
experience.
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Programme

Minimum
duration

Location

Format

Start
dates

Complete

Entry requirements

Postgraduate
Certificate in
Professional
Accounting
(Chartered
Accounting)†

8 months,
2 trimesters

Wellington
campuses
and online

Lunchtime
and
evening
lectures

February,
November

60 points
(6 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree in any discipline.

Master of
Professional
Accounting*

16 months,
4 trimesters
(traditional
pathway)
21 months,
5 trimesters
(CA pathway)

Wellington
campuses
and online

Lunchtime
and
evening
lectures

February,
November

180–225
points
(16–19
courses)

A Bachelor’s degree in any discipline.

Master of
Professional
Business Analysis

16 months,
4 trimesters

Wellington
campuses
and online

Weekday
daytime
lectures

February,
November

180 points
(11 courses)

A Bachelor's degree with at least a Baverage.

Postgraduate
Certificate in Public
Management

4 months,
1 trimester

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

Postgraduate
Diploma in Public
Management

8 months,
2 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

120 points
(8 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

Master of Public
Management

16 months,
4 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

180 points
(12 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

Postgraduate
Certificate in Public
Policy

4 months,
1 trimester

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

60 points
(4 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

Postgraduate
Diploma in Public
Policy

8 months,
2 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

120 points
(8 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

Master of Public
Policy

16 months,
4 trimesters

Wellington
campuses

Modular
courses

February,
July,
November

180 points
(11 courses)

A Bachelor’s degree and two years’ work
experience in the public sector, or
extensive work experience.

All programmes are available to study either part time or full time.
Unless noted as fully online, all programmes are designed for some in-person classes.
*Some aspects of the MPA are subject to regulatory approval. See www.wgtn.ac.nz/mpa for latest information.
†Available only to graduates of the Master of Professional Accounting programme.
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Stand out
with creativity
“During my consultancy project with the Wellington Chocolate Factory,
I used chocolate-themed graphic design elements to present the
consumer-decision-making model to them. I was excited to see my
recommendations used to design their pop-up store.”
Hank Wu
Graduate, Master of Global Marketing (now known as Master of Global Business)
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ACCREDITATION
The Wellington School of Business and Government is among the 1 percent of business schools worldwide to hold
the prestigious triple crown of accreditation, an international mark of distinction.

EXECUTIVE MBA
The Executive MBA programme is accredited by the
Association of MBAs, an internationally recognised global
standard for all MBA programmes, so you can be confident
your qualification will stand up against the best around 		
the world.

MASTER OF INFORMATION
STUDIES
The Master of Information Studies is recognised by these local
and international professional bodies:
•		 Library and Information Association New Zealand 		
		 Aotearoa, for those with a specialisation in Library 		
		 Science (recognised by the American Library 		
		Association).
•		 Records and Information Management Professionals 		
		 Australasia, for those with a specialisation in Archives
		 and Records Management.

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTING
The Master of Professional Accounting meets the academic
requirements for certification from the Association of
Chartered Certified Accountants, CA ANZ, the Chartered
Institute of Management Accountants, and CPA Australia. If
you complete the CA pathway you will also meet the technical
requirements for certification from CA ANZ.

MASTER OF PUBLIC
MANAGEMENT AND
MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
The Master of Public Management and Master of Public
Policy have an international endorsement with accreditation
by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and
Administration, widely recognised as the global standard in
public service education. Accreditation confirms that the
programmes meet the field-wide standards of quality.

“Businesses across the globe are
undergoing a rapid transformation
towards digitisation. The Master of
Professional Business Analysis touches
on all the key aspects of successful
transformation process.”
Rownok Urmi
Graduate, Master of Professional Business Analysis
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Stand on

the edge of discovery
“I decided to pursue a research-focused programme because
I prefer writing a thesis. The University gives you that flexibility
and space where you can find a problem and discover a solution
to a topic that you’re super interested in.”
Zeina Ibrahim
Student, Master of Commerce

16 Ōrauariki—Wellington School of Business and Government

RESEARCH-FOCUSED
PROGRAMMES
MASTER OF COMMERCE

STAIRCASING OPTIONS

Gain thorough training in independent research and explore
a topic you are passionate about with the Master of
Commerce (MCom). Through the MCom, you will be exposed
to a diverse range of methods of data collection, analysis,
and interpretation, including surveys and focus groups,
experimental research, critical theory and post-positivism,
statistics, complexity and network science, design thinking,
and Indigenous methodologies.

Depending on your goals and background, you can opt for
a shorter postgraduate research qualification by doing a
Bachelor of Commerce with Honours (BCom(Hons)). As well
as it being a valuable qualification in its own right, courses
completed as part of the BCom(Hons) can count towards the
full MCom programme if you decide to continue your studies.

You will receive an unparalleled classroom experience
with one-on-one mentoring and supervision by leading
academics, small highly interactive classes, and frequent
presentations. You will gain advanced professional skills in
analysis, synthesis, and communication, and become part of
a community of students who have a profound and critical
voice that is heard across all sectors of society.

CAREER PROSPECTS

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/mcom

Number of trimesters
(full-time study)

Extensive practical or
professional work experience
or non-research-focused
Master’s degree

1

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/bcom-hons

Research is a skill that is useful in any career as you learn
how to critically assess current practices in your field of
expertise, provide empirical evidence, and propose and
evaluate solutions to overcome these issues. The MCom 		
and BCom(Hons) will prepare you to undertake
high-quality, practice-oriented research in public- and
private-sector roles, or to continue your academic journey
with PhD research.

Relevant Bachelor’s degree
(e.g., BCom)
with B+ average

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE IN COMMERCE
(BUSINESS RESEARCH)

HONOURS
MASTER OF
COMMERCE

2

3

PhD RESEARCH
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RESEARCH YOUR PASSION
It is important that you bring your own experiences and interests
into your postgraduate research and work on topics that matter to
you. Previous students have gone on to research a wide range of
topics such as:
•

how cultural backgrounds influence perceptions of crises and
uncertainty

•

how algorithms influence our daily lives

•

how laws relating to innovation reflect a gender bias

•

how we can understand global health emergencies through
genomics and metadata

•

what public sector innovation is and why it matters

•

how the law can better protect mātauranga Māori

•

how tourism can provide higher value offerings to visitors.

STUDY WHILE YOU WORK
Studying for the MCom and BCom(Hons) part time allows you
to grow your professional career through part-time work while
undertaking your study. As a part-time student, you will typically
study two courses per trimester, with two days of full-time study
per week. Our careers team can assist you with finding part-time
employment at a local public- or private-sector organisation, and
to identify a project or issue at your workplace that aligns with your
research area.

PhD STUDY
A Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree represents the
highest academic achievement. It involves original and sustained
research under academic supervision, and demands considerable
intellectual ability, academic rigour, self-discipline, and dedication.
A PhD normally follows a research-based Master’s or Honours
programme. Prospective students with a non-research-based
Master’s degree, or extensive practical or professional work
experience, may be admitted to the Postgraduate Certificate in
Commerce (Business Research), which can be used as a stepping
stone into the full PhD programme. The Postgraduate Certificate is
also a great option for people looking to undertake a stand-alone
research project with specialised academic input.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/business-phd
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WHO TO CONTACT
Early childhood education
We welcome your child to our on-campus ‘home away from
home’, where they can play, learn, and make friends in a safe
and stimulating environment. Your child will be well cared
for by our qualified and experienced staff. We can care for
children aged from birth to four years.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/university-kids

Fees
Fees for domestic and international students are listed on the
individual professional programmes pages on our website.
Tuition fees are charged each academic year on a per-point
basis and vary by programme. International students are
charged a different rate to domestic students, with the
exception of PhD students, who pay domestic fees.

Professional Programmes Office

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/professional

 ppo@vuw.ac.nz

International students

STUDENT SUPPORT

If you are an international student, your first point of contact
for information and advice about studying in Wellington is
the University’s international team, Wellington University
International. They will help you apply and enrol, and will
provide you with student support services throughout your
studies.

Admission

There are various ways you can gain admission to
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. Find all
our admission and enrolment requirements online.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/apply

Careers and employment
Te Ratonga Rapu Mahi—Wellington Careers and
Employment’s team connects you with employers and the
business community and prepares you for future employment.
They can help you explore your study and work options,
apply for jobs and internships, and establish a career path by
providing advice for ongoing career development.

 careers-service@vuw.ac.nz
 www.wgtn.ac.nz/careers

Disability services
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington strives
to create an environment that values diversity. If you are
Deaf, have an impairment, mental distress, injury, medical
condition, or specific learning disability that affects your
learning, participation, or enjoyment at university, you can get
tailored assistance.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/disability

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/international

Māori students
Āwhina is the support team for Māori students. Their
experienced staff offer one-on-one advising and mentoring
sessions, study tutorials and wānanga, and a range of
workshops to help you achieve your study and work goals.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/awhina

Pasifika students
The University is committed to assisting Pasifika students
and has staff, support services, and resources available to
ensure your success. There are many opportunities facilitated
by the Office of the Assistant Vice-Chancellor (Pasifika) and
others to network within the University and wider Wellington
communities, and the private and public sectors.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/pasifika

Postgraduate students
The Postgraduate Students’ Association is managed by a
group of postgraduates who volunteer their time to represent
their fellow students, encourage excellence, and build
community among postgraduates at Te Herenga Waka—
Victoria University of Wellington. They work to ensure you
have the best possible academic experience.

 www.vuwpgsa.ac.nz
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Rainbow students

Returning to study

We offer a range of services and resources for students who
identify with diverse sexual orientations and sex and gender
identities.

Many students pick up postgraduate study after several years
away, and some haven’t studied at tertiary level before. Our
liaison officers can help you get into university life.

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/rainbow

 www.wgtn.ac.nz/student-learning

WHAKANUIA
CELEBRATE
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