
Speech is one of the most complex human abilities and yet it 
usually develops in a largely unconscious way. Infants start 
making sounds and babbling with very little prompting, and then 
toddlers gradually produce words and sentences on their own.

For some children, however, learning to speak is challenging. Hearing-impaired 
children or children who stutter, for instance, face enormous difficulties 
communicating with others. 

Professor Lucie Ménard’s research focuses on how speech development typically 
develops in children and how it varies in children with speech disorders. In this Ian 
Gordon Fellow Public Lecture, Professor Ménard discusses how new technologies such  
as motion capture and virtual reality are helping speech therapists better understand 
and treat children with speech disorders.

WHEN  6–7 pm, Tuesday 13 August 2019

WHERE Lecture Theatre HMLT104, Level 1,  
  Hugh Mackenzie Building, Kelburn Campus

WHEN LEARNING TO SPEAK  
IS A CHALLENGE
IAN GORDON FELLOW PUBLIC LECTURE 2019

PROFESSOR LUCIE MÉNARD, UNIVERSITÉ DU QUÉBEC À MONTRÉAL

To register to attend this free lecture,  
email lals@vuw.ac.nz  

with ‘Ian Gordon Fellow’ in the subject line or  
phone 04 463 5600 by Friday 9 August.


