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Announcements

Victoria University of Wellington Archival Collection Issue 8: Papers on Maintenance and Social
Security by Professor Bill Atkin 

The Archival Collection is an addition to the Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series
that has been under consideration for some time. Covid-19 has caused a slow-down in many areas of
human activity. For scholarly publishing, the virus has meant that VUW’s Legal Research Paper series has
space for older work. We have brought forward the distribution of papers written by Victoria University of
Wellington staff from earlier years. To maintain momentum, however, the collection will include recent
papers where their topic matches the topic of an issue in the Archival Collection. All papers will remain fully
searchable on the VUW pages of SSRN, by both papers and authors.
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"Liable Parents: The New State Role in Ordering Maintenance"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

It is proposed in this article to trace something of the legislative history of "the liable parent contribution
scheme", as it is known, and then to assess the Social Security Amendment Act 1980 as it was passed.

(1981) 5 Otago LR 48-151
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 88/2020



scheme", as it is known, and then to assess the Social Security Amendment Act 1980 as it was passed.
This article then discusses its place within the wider framework of family law.

"Making Liable Parents Pay More"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

The author takes time to reflect on the effect that continued Amendments to the Social Security Act
1964 is having on the fundamental principles of the liable parent scheme.

"Child Maintenance and Access"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

The case of Shrimski in the High Court concerned the liability to maintain a child when access to the
child is restricted. The case revolved around the custodial parent’s decision to move to Australia,
followed by attempts to stifle access to the child by the non-custodial parent. This article describes the
ruling in the High Court, centred on the welfare of the child. It then looks into other possible solutions to
the problem of non-access.

This paper also contains a brief case comment on the Court of Appeal decision in Hartley.

"The Effect of Social Security on the Payment of Maintenance - Some English Comparisons"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

New Zealand’s social policy on marriage breakdown is at present in a state of transition. How the
financial needs of the parties to such a breakdown are met is an ever-increasing important part of that
policy. This article touches on several aspects of the problem by drawing comparisons with the position
in England, and it is the writer’s view that considerable advantage could be gained by a study of the
English system.

"Spousal Maintenance: A New Philosophy?"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

Following the Family Proceedings Act 1980, two main objectives pervade the area of spousal
maintenance: a clean break, and financial independence. This article first describes the four main
models on spousal maintenance. The author then examines the Act with regards to these models, in
order to show which model is the most consistent with regards to both the Act itself, and the concepts
that surround it.

"The New Zealand Liable Parent Scheme"  

BILL ATKIN, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Bill.Atkin@vuw.ac.nz

The Liable Parent Contribution Scheme is a reform of the law around maintenance payments where the
custodial parent is on a domestic purposes benefit. It is a compromise between the non-custodial
parent’s duty to look after their child, and the state’s responsibility to those less fortunate. This article
describes the past and present law. It then evaluates the effectiveness of the scheme, as well as looking
at some of the objections that have been raised to payment.
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About this eJournal

Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Papers Series primarily contains scholarly papers by
members of the Faculty of Law at Victoria University of Wellington. Some issues collect a number of
papers on a similar theme to form a suite of papers on a single topic. Others issues are general or distribute
mainly recent work. 

The Student/Alumni Series is a subseries of the Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper
Series. The subseries started in 2015 and publishes papers by students and alumni of Victoria University of

New Zealand Law Journal, pp. 75-78, 1983
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 89/2020

(1986) 1 FLB 93
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 90/2020

[1980] NZLJ 298.
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(1981) 9 NZULR 336.
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 92/2020

[1986] Family Law 371.
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 93/2020



Series. The subseries started in 2015 and publishes papers by students and alumni of Victoria University of
Wellington, comprising primarily work for honours and postgraduate courses. Papers are collected into
thematic or general issues. 

The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of
Queen Victoria of Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law
Faculty was formally constituted in 1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent
scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology
as President in its formative years. Early professors included Sir John Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the
Common Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone through many editions and
remain in print. 

Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As
Baron Cooke of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords,
one of very few Commonwealth judges ever appointed to do so. 

Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by
William Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a particularly
fine example of Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the
time it is constructed of wood, apart from chimneys and vaults. 

The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments.
Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law
reform. As a result, in addition to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a
number of official reports. 

Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students.
The faculty has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students
engaged in PhD research. 

Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and
senior lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds
approximately to a North American associate professor in rank. 
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