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"Reconciling Environmental Justice and Development in Transition Economies: The Central and Eastern European
Reality"  
Environmental Justice and Market Mechanisms, Bosselmann & Richardson (Eds), Kluwer Law International, London,
1999, pp. 304-323 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 26/2019

ALBERTO COSTI, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Alberto.Costi@vuw.ac.nz

The aim of this chapter is to evaluate the importance of the environment in Central and Eastern Europe Countries
(CEE) in the general context of current social, economic and political reforms since the early 1990s and, more precisely,
to examine the extent to which these emerging democracies with economies in transition address environmental and
social considerations in their question to achieve sustained economic growth. The current environmental legislative
framework in CEE and the problems surrounding its actual implementation are canvassed first. The difficulties in
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framework in CEE and the problems surrounding its actual implementation are canvassed first. The difficulties in
reconciling environmental protections with economic development are then analysed and an attempt is made to provide
a workable definition of the concept of environmental justice for the region. As the lessons drawn from the CEE
experience could be applicable to development and environmental issues in other regions of the world, a few principles
of general application are proposed in conclusion.

"Climate Change and the Legal Status of a Disappearing State in International Law"  
 (2014) 12 International Law Readings (Voronezh State University) 140-177 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 27/2019

ALBERTO COSTI, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Alberto.Costi@vuw.ac.nz

This article considers norms of international law and how they may apply to determine the status of a disappearing
state.

"Environmental Protection, Economic Growth and Environmental Justice: Are They Compatible in Central and Eastern
Europe?"  
In Julian Agyeman, Robert D Bullard and Bob Evans (eds) Environmental Justice and Market Mechanisms: Key
Challenges for Environmental Law and Policy (Kluwer, The Hauge, 1999) 303-323 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 28/2019

ALBERTO COSTI, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Alberto.Costi@vuw.ac.nz

The aim of this chapter is to demonstrate that the development of environmental justice is crucial to accommodate
success in environmental protection and economic growth in Central and Eastern Europe.

"De La Définition Et Du Statut Des 'Réfugiés Climatiques': Une Première Réflexion (Of the Definition and Status of
'Climate Refugees': A Preliminary Reflection)"  
(2010) 16 Yearbook of the New Zealand Association for Comparative Law 489-505 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 29/2019

ALBERTO COSTI, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: Alberto.Costi@vuw.ac.nz

French Abstract: Nous comptons actuellement plus de 26 millions de personnes déplacées en raison des
changements climatiques. On estime que ce nombre triplera d'ici l'année 2020. En effet, la désertification, la montée
des eaux et l'accentuation de catastrophes naturelles dévastatrices conduiront un nombre croissant d'individus à quitter
leur lieu d'habitation pour trouver refuge dans une autre région de leur pays ou à l'étranger. La situation de ceux qui
doivent se réfugier dans un autre pays se trouve aggravée par le fait qu'à ce jour un statut de réfugié, assorti de droits
tels que l'on en retrouve par exemple pour les réfugiés politiques, ne leur est pas officiellement reconnu en droit
international. Dans cet article, l'auteur se propose d'analyser la question de la protection des droits des "réfugiés
climatiques" dans une perspective multidisciplinaire et d'entrevoir les rôles du juridique et du politique dans l'évolution
du droit international pour mettre en place une protection consacrée aux réfugiés climatiques. L'auteur termine avec
des pistes de réflexion sur les changements systémiques qui doivent s'opérer afin de permettre une véritable protection
des droits des réfugiés climatiques. 

English Abstract: More than 26 million people are currently displaced as a result of events related to climate change
and this number is expected to triple by 2020. Desertification, rising sea levels and other devastating natural disasters
will lead an increasing number of individuals to leave their homes and find refuge elsewhere in their own country or
abroad. Aggravating the predicament of those who have to flee their home country is that, unlike political refugees,
international law does not afford them an official refugee status. This article analyses the issue of protective rights for
"climate refugees" from a multidisciplinary perspective. It also reviews briefly the legal and policy challenges faced by
international law in devising a specific framework for the protection of climate refugees. The article concludes with some
preliminary thoughts on the need for systemic changes to enable the development of a body of rights that will protect
effectively climate refugees.
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jurisprudence and torts have gone through many editions and remain in print. 

Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As Baron Cooke
of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords, one of very few
Commonwealth judges ever appointed to do so. 

Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by William
Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a particularly fine example of
Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the time it is constructed of wood,
apart from chimneys and vaults. 

The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments.
Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law reform. As a
result, in addition to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a number of official reports. 

Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students. The faculty
has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students engaged in PhD research. 

Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and senior
lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds approximately to a
North American associate professor in rank. 

Submissions

To submit your research to SSRN, sign in to the SSRN User HeadQuarters, click the My Papers link on left menu and
then the Start New Submission button at top of page.

Distribution Services

If your organization is interested in increasing readership for its research by starting a Research Paper Series, or
sponsoring a Subject Matter eJournal, please email: sales@ssrn.com

Distributed by

Legal Scholarship Network (LSN), a division of Social Science Electronic Publishing (SSEP) and Social Science
Research Network (SSRN)

Directors

LAW SCHOOL RESEARCH PAPERS - LEGAL STUDIES

BERNARD S. BLACK
Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law, Northwestern University - Kellogg School of Management, European
Corporate Governance Institute (ECGI)
Email: bblack@northwestern.edu

RONALD J. GILSON
Stanford Law School, Columbia Law School, European Corporate Governance Institute (ECGI)
Email: rgilson@leland.stanford.edu

Please contact us at the above addresses with your comments, questions or suggestions for LSN-LEG.
^top
Links: Subscribe to Journal | Unsubscribe from Journal | Join Site Subscription | Financial Hardship

Subscription Management

You can change your journal subscriptions by logging into SSRN User HQ. If you have questions or problems with this
process, please email Support@SSRN.com or call 877-SSRNHelp (877.777.6435 or 212.448.2500). Outside of the
United States, call 00+1+212+4482500.

Site Subscription Membership

Many university departments and other institutions have purchased site subscriptions covering all of the eJournals in a
particular network. If you want to subscribe to any of the SSRN eJournals, you may be able to do so without charge by
first checking to see if your institution currently has a site subscription.

To do this please click on any of the following URLs. Instructions for joining the site are included on these pages.

Accounting Research Network
Cognitive Science Network
Corporate Governance Network
Economics Research Network

http://hq.ssrn.com/
mailto:sales@ssrn.com
mailto:bblack@northwestern.edu
mailto:RGILSON@LELAND.STANFORD.EDU
https://hq.ssrn.com/jourInvite.cfm?jourid=CMBO_1865415
https://hq.ssrn.com/JourUnsubscribe.cfm?jourid=CMBO_1865415
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/subscribe/
http://hq.ssrn.com/
mailto:Support@SSRN.com
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/arn/arn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/csn/csn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/cgn/cgn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/ern/ern-subscribe-orgs/


Economics Research Network
Entrepreneurship Research & Policy Network
Financial Economics Network
Health Economics Network
Information Systems & eBusiness Network
Legal Scholarship Network
Management Research Network
Political Science Network
Social Insurance Research Network
Classics Research Network
English & American Literature Research Network
Philosophy Research Network

If your institution or department is not listed as a site, we would be happy to work with you to set one up. Please contact
site@ssrn.com for more information.

Individual Membership (for those not covered by a site subscription)

Join a site subscription, request a trial subscription, or purchase a subscription within the SSRN User HeadQuarters:
https://hq.ssrn.com/Subscriptions.cfm

Financial Hardship

If you are undergoing financial hardship and believe you cannot pay for an eJournal, please send a detailed explanation
to Subscribe@SSRN.com

^top

To ensure delivery of this eJournal, please add LSN@publish.ssrn.com (Haradasa/Prebble/Stephens) to your email
contact list. If you are missing an issue or are having any problems with your subscription, please Email
Support@ssrn.com or call 877-SSRNHELP (877.777.6435 or 585.442.8170).

FORWARDING & REDISTRIBUTION

Subscriptions to the journal are for single users. You may forward a particular eJournal issue, or an excerpt from an
issue, to an individual or individuals who might be interested in it. It is a violation of copyright to redistribute this eJournal
on a recurring basis to another person or persons, without the permission of SSRN. For information about individual
subscriptions and site subscriptions, please contact us at Site@SSRN.com
^top

Copyright © 2019 Elsevier, Inc. All Rights Reserved

https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/ern/ern-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/erpn/erpn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/fen/fen-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/hen/hen-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/isn/isn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/lsn/lsn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/mrn/mrn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/psn/psn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/sirn/sirn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/crn/crn-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/lit/lit-subscribe-orgs/
https://www.ssrn.com/en/index.cfm/prn/prn-subscribe-orgs/
mailto:site@ssrn.com
https://hq.ssrn.com/Subscriptions.cfm
mailto:Subscribe@SSRN.com
mailto:LSN@publish.ssrn.com
mailto:Support@ssrn.com
mailto:Site@SSRN.com

